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Local High School Programs

Science, Mathematics, Computer Science  
Magnet Program

International  Baccalaureate Diploma Program
 

A Whole School Magnet
 

Science, Mathematics, Computer Science House 

Visual Art Center

Thomas Edison High School of Technology 

CTE Pathway Programs

Foundations Office

Northeast and Downcounty Consortia 

 

Attention Parents and Students: Some information may change after publication. 

Please visit www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/ or contact 

the school for the most current information on available programs.
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Local High School Programs

Division of Accelerated and Enriched 
Instruction
301-279-3163
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
curriculum/enriched/

Mathematics Instruction
301-279-3161
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
curriculum/math/

English Instruction
301-279-3154
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
curriculum/secenglish/

Science Instruction
301-279-3421
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
curriculum/science/

Social Studies Instruction
301-279-3356
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
curriculum/socialstd/

At every grade level, all students have 
opportunities to…

P Deepen and enrich their understanding of  
on-grade-level material

P Extend and enrich their understanding to above- 
grade-level materials through Honors, IB, and AP 
courses

P Study and explore areas of interest

P Collaborate with peers on challenging and  
rigorous tasks 

If a student demonstrates special interest, 
motivation, or level of achievement in a 
particular area of study, all high schools have 
a variety of instructional and enrichment 
programs to meet those needs. Some 
examples are… 

° Science, mathematics, writing, and performing and  

visual arts competitions

° Advanced Placement courses

° Honors-level courses

° International  Baccalaureate programs

° Themed Academies and Signature programs

° College partnerships

° Internships

° Career Pathyway Programs

Contacting your local school:

To find out more about what your local high 

school offers, contact the school directly or visit 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/

specialprograms/. Each school uses a variety of 

instructional programming models to meet the 

needs of their students.
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Science, Mathematics, Computer Science  
Magnet Program

Montgomery Blair High School
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Science, Mathematics, Computer Science  
Magnet Program

Montgomery Blair High School

Montgomery Blair
High School
51 University Boulevard, East
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301-649-8240

www.mbhs.edu/

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
curriculum/enriched/

Did you know that Montgomery Blair Magnet 
students…

P Complete independent research projects that have 

received semifinalist and finalist status in local and 

nationwide competitions?

P Build robotic devices, conduct experiments at Lake 

Needwood, and have even received a patent for an 

invention they designed?

P Participate in a three-day field experience at the 

Wallops Island Marine Science Consortium?

If these are the types of experiences 
and accomplishments you want for 
yourself, consider applying to the Science, 
Mathematics, Computer Science Magnet 
Program at Montgomery Blair High School.

The program offers students an unparalleled breadth 

of courses and facilities. These include traditional high 

school offerings, Advanced Placement and Honors 

courses, unique opportunities with partners and 

mentors from research and business, and specialized 

magnet courses such as:

° Introduction to Artificial Intelligence

° Origins of Science

° Robotics

° Computer Graphics and 3D Graphics

° Research Design

° Thermodynamics and Quantum Physics

° Plate Tectonics and Oceanography

° Introductory Genetics Analysis, and much more!

  

Admission to the program
Admission to the Montgomery Blair High School 
Science, Mathematics, Computer Science 
Magnet Program is highly competitive. Criteria 
used to evaluate candidates include teacher 
recommendations, written statements from 
candidates, previous grades, course work, and  
test scores. 

This program is open to students who 
reside in one of the following high school 
clusters: Bethesda-Chevy Chase, Churchill, 
the Downcounty Consortium, the Northeast 
Consortium, Walter Johnson, Richard 
Montgomery, Rockville, Sherwood, Whitman,  
or Wootton. MCPS provides transportation from central 

stops for students in the Blair HS and 

Poolesville HS magnet programs, from the 

areas that the programs serve. Please refer 

to page 3 for more information regarding 

“central stops” transportation.



36

International  Baccalaureate (IB) Magnet Program
Richard Montgomery High School
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International  Baccalaureate (IB) Magnet Program 
Richard Montgomery High School

Richard Montgomery
High School
250 Richard Montgomery Drive
Rockville, MD 20852
301-610-8100

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
schools/rmhs/

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/

Did you know that Richard Montgomery  
IB students…

P Did you know that Richard Montgomery IB 
Students...

P Experience an academic program which promotes 
critical and creative thinking about the world we live 
in?

P Follow a balanced, rigorous liberal arts approach to 
learning which is rich with global perspective?

P Design a schedule in their final two years which 
allows for specialization and encourages depth of 

learning in a concentrated subject area?

If this is the type of challenging high school 
environment you want, consider applying 
to the Richard Montgomery International  
Baccalaureate Magnet Program.

The IB Diploma Magnet Program was developed in 1968 in 
Switzerland to ensure high-quality educational standards 
for students studying in International  schools throughout 
the world. As  IB students at Richard Montgomery, 
students will have access to specialized programming and 
activities in the following content areas:

° English 
° Foreign Language (Chinese, French, Spanish)
° Individuals and Societies (History, Psychology, 

Economics)
° Mathematics
° Experimental Sciences (Biology, Physics, Chemistry, 

Environmental Systems)
° Theory of Knowledge
° The Arts (Music, Visual Arts, Theater)

curriculum/enriched
Admission to the program

Admission to the Richard Montgomery High School 

International  Baccalaureate Magnet Program 

is very competitive. Criteria used to evaluate 

candidates include teacher recommendations, 

written statements from candidates, previous 

grades, course work, and test scores.

This program is open to applicants from all high 

school clusters in the county. To be eligible for the 

program, students must be enrolled in Algebra I 

or higher and Level I or higher of Spanish, French 

or Chinese by Grade 8. Native speakers of Spanish, 

French, or Chinese may also be eligible without the 

Level I foreign language requirement. Applicants 

also should have taken at least two G/T or Honors- 

level classes in Grade 8.

MCPS provides countywide 
transportation from central 
stops for Richard Montgomery 
HS International  Baccalaureate 
program students. Please refer 
to page 3 for more information 
regarding “central stops” 
transportation.
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Poolesville High School  
A Whole School Magnet
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Poolesville High School  
A Whole School Magnet

Did you know that PHS Magnet students…

P Explore historical and current issues related to the 
earth’s natural resources in the Global Ecology House?

P Work with peers to develop to quality print, photo, 
and video products in the Humanities House?

P Develop, deepen, and apply scientific research skills in 
the Mathematics, Science, Computer Science House?

If these are the types of opportunities you 
want for yourself, consider applying to one of 
the three magnet programs at Poolesville High 
School.

Each House offers a unique opportunity in course 
work and facilities. Courses include traditional high 
school offerings, specialized House courses, Advanced 
Placement and Honors courses, and options to partner 
with mentors from research and business. Facilities 
include greenhouses, media production space, science, 
engineering and computer labs.

° The Global Ecology House (GEH) student will 

develop field, laboratory and research skills in 

science and social studies to explore all aspects of 

the human impact on the natural environment.

° The Humanities House (HH) student will 

pursue rigorous humanities curricula with an 

interdisciplinary connection among English, social 

studies, communications and fine arts. The HH 

student will be able to integrate oral and written 

communication skills with state of the art visual 

media, including media production.

° The Science, Mathematics, and Computer Science 

House (SMCSH) student will develop and deepen 

skills through rigorous science, mathematics and 

computer science coures work. A SMCSH student 

is prepared to answer real-life challenges with 

problem solving skills, technical analysis and 

laboratory investigations. The SMCSH runs on an 

extended day schedule.

Poolesville High School
17501 West Willard Road
Poolesville, MD 20837
301-972-7976 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.
org/schools/poolesvillehs/

Admission to the program

Admission to one of the three magnet programs 

offered at Poolesville High School is very 

competitive. Criteria used to evaluate candidates 

include teacher recommendations, written 

statements from candidates, previous grades 

and course work, test scores, and interests and 

achievements.

The Global Ecology program is open to applicants 

from any high school cluster in the county. To be 

eligible, students must be enrolled in Algebra I or 

higher by Grade 8.

The Humanities and Science, Mathematics and 

Computer Science programs are open to applicants 

from the following high school clusters: Clarksburg, 

Damascus, Gaithersburg, Magruder, Northwest, 

Poolesville, Qunice Orchard, Seneca Valley, and 

Watkins Mill. To be eligible, students must be 

enrolled in Algebra I or higher by Grade 8.

Humanities

Science, Mathematics,
Computer Science

Global Ecology

MCPS provides transportation 
from central stops for students 
in the Poolesville HS magnet 
program, from selected 
geographic clusters. Please refer 
to page 3 for more information 
regarding “central stops” 
transportation.
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Visual Art Center (VAC)
Albert Einstein High School
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Visual Art Center (VAC)
Albert Einstein High School 

Albert Einstein High School
11135 Newport Mill Road
Kensington, MD 20886
301-962-1027

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
schools/vac/index.htm

Did you know that Einstein VAC students…

P Study commercial design techniques using digital 

cameras and computer graphics software?

P Receive a strong classical foundation in drawing, 

painting, and art history?

P Have received recognition in Art Recognition and 

Talent Search, a program of the National Foundation 

for Advancement in the Arts?

P Have won national, regional, and local awards, as 

well as scholarships to some of the country’s most 

prestigious schools? 

Admission to the program
Admission to the MCPS Visual Art Center (VAC) at 
Albert Einstein High School is selective. Criteria 
used to evaluate candidates include previous 
art courses completed, review of a student’s 
work or portfolio, a personal interview, a teacher 
recommendation, and submission of a recent 
student transcript showing scholastic achievement. 

This countywide program is open to applicants 
from all high school clusters in the county. Students 
may opt to take a combination of courses at their 
home high school and the VAC, or they may opt to 
transfer to Albert Einstein High School.

If these are the types of accomplishments 
you want, consider applying to the Visual Art 
Center at Albert Einstein High School.

The Visual Art Center offers students a broader 
perspective of the fine arts, and a better understanding 
of the opportunities for art related careers through 
exposure to art history, contemporary artists and 
artwork. This rigorous and comprehensive program, 
directed toward portfolio development enable students 
to realize and achieve their full potential in visual 
art. Lessons consist of lectures, demonstrations, slide 
presentations, studio activities, assigned research, and 
group critiques. Most graduating students study fine 
arts or commercial art at a higher level.

MCPS transportation is not provided.
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Thomas Edison High School of Technology
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Countywide Application Programs for High School 

Thomas Edison High School  
of Technology
12501 Dalewood Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20906

School Counseling Office:
301-929-2181
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/edison/

Countyw
ide A

pplication Program
s for H

igh School

Thomas Edison High School of Technology

Did you know that Thomas Edison High School 
of Technology … 

P Offers 19 highly specialized and rigorous professional CTE 
programs? 

P Provides students with the academic, technological, and 
interpersonal skills needed to achieve excellence in their 
chosen career programs and to serve as a foundation for their 
continuing education?

P Maintains articulation agreements with colleges/universities, 
sustains partnerships with program-related businesses and 
industries, and offers professional licenses and certifications 
through most programs?

P Offers students opportunities for program-related internships 
and cooperative work experience?

Admission to the programs at Thomas Edison High 
School of Technology (TEHST)
Admission to the TEHST half-day career and technology education 

(CTE) programs is by application only. For further information, please 

visit the website at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/

edison/ and/or contact the counseling office at 301-929-2181.

Career & Technology Education (CTE) pathway 

programs prepare MCPS students for college and careers. 

All comprehensive high schools and the Thomas Edison 

High School of Technology provide a variety of career 

pathway programs that engage students in a four-credit 

sequence of courses. Students have the opportunity to earn 

college credit, participate in paid and unpaid internships, 

and network with members of the business community. Ex-

amples of career pathway programs include biotechnology, 

education, engineering, entrepreneurship, finance, health 

professions, and information technology. The full listing of 

38 CTE career pathway programs, the 11 related career clus-

ters, and information about business partnerships and ad-

visory boards is available at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.

org/departments/cte/ or by telephone at 240-632-6900.

Admission to the Medical Careers program re-

quires an application. To obtain information about 

program locations and entrance requirements, 

please call 240-632-6900.

Thomas Edison High School of 
Technology (TEHST) is an application-

only high school that offers half-day professional 

career and technology education (CTE) programs 

to students enrolled in all MCPS high schools. 

Accepted students attend TEHST for half the school 

day and attend their co-enrolled comprehensive 

high school for the remaining half-day in order to 

complete high school graduation requirements 

and participate in extracurricular activities. TEHST 

programs are academically based and incorporate 

industry competency requirements, employability 

skill development, college and career planning 

Bus transportation is provided from all 
MCPS high schools.

High School  Career & Technology Education (CTE)  

components, and opportunities for student leadership. For a 

complete list of programs and further information, please visit the 

website at  www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/edison/. 

Admission to the Fire and Rescue Services/Emergency Medical 

Technician program requires an application. This program is open 

to applicants from all MCPS high schools. Students begin the pro-

gram in Grade 11, and spend 2-1/2 hours each day at the training 

site. For additional information, please call 240-632-6900.

Foundations Office
The Montgomery County Student Foundations Office is composed 

of three separate nonprofit educational foundations that support 

students in the Automotive, Construction, and Information Tech-

nology industries.

The newly formed Information Technology Foundation is a sister 

foundation to the Automotive and Construction Trades Founda-

tions, both operating successfully for almost 30 years. The Founda-

tions Office serves as a liaison between the business/professional 

community and MCPS. Rigor, relevance, and accountability, within 

each respective foundation promotes the advancement of career 

education and prepares students for postsecondary education and 

for a full range of careers within each industry. For more informa-

tion, contact the Foundations Office at  301-929-2190.
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Choice Programs for Students Living  
in the Northeast Consortium
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Please visit the NEC website at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/nec/.

Did you know that Northeast Consortium 
students . . . 

P Attend one of three high schools: James 
Hubert Blake, Paint Branch, or Springbrook?

P Rank their preference of their high school 
through the Choice Process?

P Participate in unique Signature programs 
and academies designed to connect their 
interests with rigorous academic programs 
in preparation for college and future careers? 

NEC high school Signature programs are:

Blake:  Fine Arts and Humanities

Paint Branch: Science and Media

Springbrook: International  Studies
and Technology including  

 International  Baccalaureate (IB)

Choice Programs for Students Living  
in the Northeast Consortium

MCPS provides transportation to NEC 
students who live beyond walking distance 
of their assigned school, as determined 
by MCPS, and to Sherwood students 
who participate in the International  
Baccalaureate (IB) Program at Springbrook. 
Please refer to page 3 for information 
regarding “central stops” transportation.

James Hubert Blake High School
300 Norwood Road
Silver Spring, MD 20905
301-897-1300

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
schools/blakehs/

Paint Branch High School
14121 Old Columbia Pike
Burtonsville, MD 20866
301-989-5600

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
schools/paintbranchhs/

Springbrook High School
201 Valleybrook Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20904
301-989-5700

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
schools/springbrookhs/

Grade 8 students who live in the NEC 
and interested Grade 8 students who 
attend an NEC middle school participate 
in a lottery Choice process for assignment 
to an NEC high school.

For information, visit the website, www.
montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/
nec/.
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Choice Programs for Students Living in the 
Downcounty Consortium (DCC)

High School Programs
H
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Did you know that Downcounty Consortium 
students...
P Attend one of five high schools: Montgomery Blair, 

Albert Einstein, John F. Kennedy, Northwood, or 
Wheaton?

P Select their high school through the Choice process?
P Participate in unique Academy programs designed 

to connect their interests with rigorous academic 
programs in preparation for college and future 
careers?

DCC high school Academies are:
Blair: Entrepreneurship and Business Management 

Human Service Professions
International  Studies 
Media Literacy
Science, Math and Computer Science

Einstein: Finance, Business Management and Marketing
International  Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IB)
Renaissance 
Visual and Performing Arts

Kennedy: International  Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IB)
MediaCom: Multimedia and Telecommunications
Tri M: Medical Careers, Sports Medicine and Sports 

Management

Northwood: Humanities, Arts and Media
Musical Theatre
Politics, Advocacy and Law
Technology, Environmental and System Sciences

Wheaton: Biosciences and Health Professions—Biomedicine, 
Biotechnology, and Medical Careers

Engineering
Global and Cultural Studies—Digital Art, Digital 

Music and Humanities
Information Technology—Networking/Hardware, 

Programming and Information Resource Design

Please visit the DCC website at www.

montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/downcounty/

Application-Only Programs within the DCC

°Communication Arts Program (CAP) at Blair HS is 

available to all students who attend a DCC middle 

school and those who reside in the DCC.

°Visual Art Center (VAC) at Einstein HS is available to 

all students who reside in Montgomery County.

°Leadership Training Institute (LTI) at Kennedy HS  

is available to students who reside and/or attend 

middle school in the DCC.

°Science, Mathematics, Computer Science Magnet 

Program at Blair High School is available to 

students who reside in one of the following high 

school clusters: Bethesda-Chevy Chase, Churchill, 

the Downcounty Consortium, the Northeast 

Consortium, Walter Johnson, Richard Montgomery, 

Rockville, Sherwood, Whitman, or Wootton.

MCPS provides transportation to 
DCC students who live beyond 
walking distance of their assigned 
school, as determined by MCPS. 
Please refer to page 3 for “central 
stops” transportation information.

Montgomery Blair High School
www.mbhs.edu

Albert Einstein High School
www.www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/

schools/einsteinhs/

John F. Kennedy High School
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/

kennedyhs/

Northwood High School
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/

northwoodhs/

Wheaton High School
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/

wheatonhs/

 

Grade 8 students who live in the DCC and 

interested Grade 8 students who attend a DCC 

middle school participate in a lottery Choice

process for assignment to a DCC high school.

For more information, visit the website, 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/

downcounty/.




