
The State of Maryland 
has a support network 
designed to provide sup-
port to families enrolled 
in the Infants and Tod-
dler Program. The Family 
Support Network pro-
vides information about 
local services, family link-
age programs workshops 
and seminars.  
We are proud to an-
nounce Mario Salazar as 
our new Family Support 
Network Coordinator.  
Mario was born in      
Columbia, South America 
and has been in the 
United States since 1965. 
He is married and has 
two children with special 
needs whom he adopted 
through the county    

foster care system. 
Mario brings a multitude 
of skills to this position 
with his varied back-
ground. He has military 
experience, an Engineer-
ing Degree and extensive 
computer skills.         
Additionally, his strong 
bilingual skills will truly 
be an asset to our ever 
growing and diverse 
community. 

Mario and The Family 
Support Network are a 
resource for you:

To help you find and 
contact resources 
(professional, com-
munity or financial) 

To provide opportu-
nities  for emotional 
and social support 
from other families 

To provide work-
shops and trainings 
that you as parents 
feel would help you 
on your journey  

To enable you to 
meet the needs of 
your child and pro-
vide the best start 
you can for him or 
her. 

Feel free to contact 
Mario at any time by 
phone  
240-777-4809 or email 
Mario.Salazar@montgom
erycountymd.gov. 

Family Support Network Welcomes 
Mario Salazar 

Please, let me 
know what I can 

do for you. 
Whether you 
have questions  
regarding child-

care, finding fund-
ing resources, or 

would like to    
request training 
opportunities, I 

will do my best to 
get you the     

support you need. 
I look forward to 
working with you 

soon!

The Family Support 
Network Newsletter 

June 2006 

Volume 1 

The Montgomery 
County  

Infants and 
Toddlers Program 

Office Hours  
for The Family Support  

Network 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
240-777-4809 
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For something different this summer, try visiting an animal sanctuary.  
Farm animals are every bit as affectionate, interesting, and in need of 

loving care as other domesticated animals. 
Experiencing animals in this environment  provides an opportunity for 
everyone to explore the true joys of farm animals in a non-commercial 
environment. It’s exciting to hear the stories about the various animals 

and enjoy their different personalities.   
 

Poplar Spring Animal Sanctuary is a 400 acre not-for-profit refuge for 
farm animals and wildlife located in Poolseville, Maryland. Poplar Spring 

cares for, rehabilitates and provides permanent sanctuary for ne-
glected, abandoned or unwanted farm animals.  They have a newsletter 

and an adopt an animal program. Check out the website 
www.animalsanctuary.org to meet some of the animals or find out 

more information. You can also contact Poplar Spring by phone 301-
428-8128 or email info@animalsanctary.org 

 

Cabin John Regional Park  
 

7410 Tuckerman Lane 
Rockville, MD 20852 
301-469-7835. 
Call for exact hours and   
schedule changes. 
 
 The train at Cabin John       
Regional Park winds through  
the 528 acre park. You’ll forget 
you’re in the center of one of 
the busiest parks in Montgom-
ery County! 
 

Wheaton Regional Park 
 

2002 Shorefield Road 
Wheaton MD 
301-942-6703 
Please call for exact hours and 
schedule changes 
 
Wheaton Regional Park hosts a 
carousel and a train that provide 
relief on those hot summer 
days.. 
 
 

National Capital Trolley 
Museum 

 
1313 Bonifant Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20906 
301-384-6088 
 
Open weekends and some week 
days. Call for more information. 
Come and learn about the his-
torical railway and take a ride 
on a historical trolley through 
the scenic Northwest Branch 
Park.  

Summer Outdoor Fun:  Animal Sanctuaries 

Time to Take a Ride! 
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Hal and Gloria recently joined the Poplar Spring family! 

Star Gazing Farm is a small 4 acre 
not-for-profit farm animal sanctuary 
located in Boyds, MD. Star Gazing 
Farms takes in limited numbers of 
farm animals in need and offers them 
a permanent home. Biannual Open 
Houses are held as well as volunteer 
work days every Saturday from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. They  can also  
arrange private tours and special   
programs at nearby schools. For 
more information, check out their 
website  www.stargazingfarm.org or 
email Farmer Anne  at  
farmeranne@stargazingfarm.org 
 

Handsome, affectionate and ever-so bossy, 
Newman from Star Gazing Farm 

mailto:farmeranne@stargazingfarm.org
mcitp
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such as “Legacy of the People” and 
“Legacy of the Land”. The kids will be 
sure to love crawling through the dark 
cave and sliding out the other side. The 
curiosity corner has lots of hands on 
activities for the kids. 
Don’t miss seeing the bald eagle and 
other birds of prey! 
 
Locust Grove Nature Center    
 
Hike the Blue Marsh Farm and Oak 
Farm Trails. Receive discounts on na-
ture center programs by joining the 
friends of Locust Grove. Multiple pro-

grams offered throughout the year. 
 
Brookside Nature Center 
 
 This nature center has hiking paths, 
structured programs, as well as a great 
hands on activities  to explore and 
learn about the  creatures living in our 
woods. The kids love the indoor pond 
and watching the turtles and fish!  
Brookside Nature Center is next door 
to Brookside Gardens. Bring a lunch 
and make a day or it! 
 

Montgomery County has a number of 
Nature Centers throughout the county 
with trails, furry friends and  a few with 
hands-on activities! 
 
Black Hills Nature Center 
 
Black Hills Nature Center is sur-
rounded  by a beautiful lake. Explore 
the playgrounds, hike the trails or rent 
a boat for an afternoon of fun. 
 
Meadowside Nature Center 
 
Visit displays and self-guided exhibits 

Splash Playground 
18056 Central Park Circle 
Boyds, MD 20841 
301-601-3580 or 301-601-3581 
 
 
The South Germantown Park 
Splash playground has lots of 
ways to cool down. Play un-
derneath a huge waterfall, 
explore the water tunnel and 
try to  discover the water 
maze! Lockers, cubbies, 
showers, restrooms and 
vending area are located 
nearby. The park is fully    
accessible and all ages are 
welcome! 
 

Water Park at 
 Bohrer Park 
512 S. Frederick Avenue 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
301-258-6445 
 
This water park has a chil-
dren’s splash pool designed 
for those under 5 years of 
age, featuring a frog slide, seal 
spray, and a zero-depth en-
try. There is plenty of shade 
for the kids and the bath-
rooms are close by! 
For the older sibling or ad-
venturous parents,  this 
splash park also has a double 
water slide that is 250 feet 
long! 

Peak visitation hours are from 10:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Exhibit tickets and 
parking are available at the Visitor Cen-
ter and Conservatories. Admission is 
$4.50 for adults, $3.50 for children 3-
12. Children 2 and under are admitted 
free however strollers are not allowed 
in the Butterfly exhibit. The exhibit is 
wheelchair accessible. 
The butterfly exhibit is located in 
Brookside Gardens south conservatory 
located at 1500 Glenallan Avenue, 
Wheaton, MD 20902. For more infor-
mation call 301-962-1400 

Beginning May 13th and running 
through September 17th, from 10:00 
a.m.– 4:00 p.m., Brookside Gardens will 
feature live butterflies. Step into the 
Wings of Fancy Live butterfly exhibit 
and  be surrounded by butterflies flying 
freely among colorful garden of nectar 
plants.  
Come and witness the butterfly cycle as 
tiny eggs hatch into crawling, chewing 
caterpillars, which then encase them-
selves in jewel-like chrysalides and 
emerge as sipping, flying adult butter-
flies. 

 Time To Explore Nature! 

LET’S GET WET! 

 

WINGS OF FANCY Butterfly Exhibit 
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THINGS THAT ROLL 
Saturday, June 10th 

10:00 a.m.– 12:00 p.m. 
For Ages 2-6 Years Old 

  
During the “Things That Roll” 
Program, children are invited to 
the Skate Park to play on the 
lower ramps with big wheels and 
scooters. Children’s music is 
played and a real fire engine or 
bull dozer is available for the kids 
to check out. There are snow 
cones, scooter races and a mini-
traffic course! 
Parents are not charged admission. 
Children who are residents of 
Gaithersburg City are $3.00, non-
residents are $5.00 
Pre-registration is not necessary 
( but helmets are required!) 
For more information call Rachel 
Tailby at 301-258-6350 ext. 144 or 
email kate-
park@gaithersburgmd.gov 
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♦ To participate on a Parent 
Advisory Board in order to  
help the program adminis-
trators understand the 
needs of parents in our 
program 

 

♦ Help advise/authorize the 
use of Family Support funds  
for families in need 

 

♦ Participate as a leader by 
providing training to other 
parents 

 

♦ Any other way you would 
like to volunteer your time 
to support our program.  

 
Anyone interested in helping in  
any way, contact Mario Salazar  
240-777-4809   

The Montgomery County  
Infant and Toddler Program 
and The Family Support   
Network  are looking for  
parent volunteers to help   
rebuild  and enhance the  
Family Support Network.  
We are looking for parents  
to help in the following      
capacities: 
 
♦ To sit on the LICC 

board—a governing team 
of early childhood public 
agency representatives as-
sisting in policy decisions 
and more (an excellent 
way to have your voice 
heard!) 

 

MCITP NEEDS YOU!  

Department of Health and Human 
Services 

Montgomery County Infants and 
Toddler Program 

51 Monroe Street, 17th Floor 

Rockville, MD 20874 
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