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HEREõS HOW  YOU CAN 

HELP US BETTER SERVE 

YOU! 

VBe a part of the visioning 

process of Montgomery County 

Infants and Toddlers Program 

(MCITP). 

 

VSAVE THE DATE of July 13th 

for our upcoming stakeholder 

forums!  

 

VAnswer the short 

questionnaire (see page 3) and 

return your response to us in 

the postage-paid envelope! 

Help us better serve your 

children and families. 

 

VwŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ a{59Ωǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ 

written comments (see page 6) 

andτmake your voices 

heard!  
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Marianne Howard's article, 
"Look How Far We've Come."  
Marianne, the program 
coordinator at Up County, has 
had the unique privilege of 
watching MCITP grow from 
infancy into the vibrant 
program it is today.  Did you 
know that: 

Since 2000, the number of 
children served in the program 
has more then doubled. 

40.2 % of children and 
families who receive services 
speak a language other then 
English in the home. 

MCITP families speak 
approximately 61 different 
languages. 

Thank you, in advance, for 
helping us move forward in 
this exciting time. I look 
forward to hearing your 
thoughts and suggestions and 
seeing you at our July events. 

 

Best always, 

 

Ronnie Biemans 
Director, MCITP 

T he Montgomery County 
Infants and Toddlers 

Program (MCITP) is gearing up 
for a busy and productive 
summer season.  We are 
excited to have the opportunity 
to apply for Federal Stimulus 
money through the Maryland 
State Department of Education 
(MSDE). This additional funding 
will allow us to improve 
program infrastructure, provide 
new and innovative trainings for 
families and staff, explore new 
technologies and best practice 
initiatives, and improve our 
overall ability to serve all MCITP 
children and families. 

Additionally, the state of 
Maryland is applying for a 
special federal grant to extend 
the services of PART C of the 
Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) to include 
children up to 5 years of age.  
Presently, PART C of IDEA 
includes children birth to 3 (the 
current Infants and Toddlers 
program structure).  The 
proposed expansion would offer 
parents the option of choosing 
between the services of PART C 
and PART B (currently includes 
children 3 ς 21).  MSDE is 
excited to hear families' 

opinions of this proposed 
change. Pages 6 ς 11 of the 
newsletter provide a summary 
of the proposal and a chart 
outlining what the programs 
will look like if the extension 
happens.  We have also 
included all the information 
you need to send your opinion 
to MSDE. Please make your 
voices heard! 

With so many positive changes 
on the horizon, we are 
recrafting the MCITP vision to 
direct and inspire us into this 
future. MCITP would like your 
participation in this process. 
You will find a Stakeholder 
Questionnaire on page 3.  
Please take a few moments to 
fill this out, tear it out, and 
mail it back to us.  I also 
encourage you to hold the 
date of July 13th.  We will be 
hosting stakeholder forums 
both in the morning and the 
evening to gather more of your 
thoughts and suggestions.  
Families, staff, and community 
partners will have the 
opportunity to give opinions 
and their visions for the future 
of the Montgomery County 
Infants and Toddlers Program. 

I hope you will also enjoy 
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A s we are fast approaching the 
15th anniversary of the 

Montgomery County Infants and 
Toddlers Program (MCITP), I was 
asked to reflect on the history of 
the program and how far we have 
come. 

 

These past 15 years have been an 
exciting time to be in early 
intervention.  Prior to 1994 the 
majority of infants and toddlers in 
Montgomery County received 
services in school buildings through 
an Individualized Education 
Program or IEP.  These special 
education services were typically 
provided in group settings.  For our 
ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ άǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎέΣ ƴŜǿōƻǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
one year olds, their parents 
attended class with them.  As a 
speech pathologist who worked in 
these settings, parents would often 
tell me it was hard for them to get 
enough support from me when 
there were others in the class who 
needed support as well. 

 

A change in the special education 
ƭŀǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мффлΩǎ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ 
opportunity and mandate to serve 
infants and toddlers in a different 

way.  We began to hear about the 
philosophical shift in service delivery 
and intervention through such words 
ŀǎ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎέΣ άŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣέ άƘƻƳŜ-based 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέΣ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōŀǎŜŘ 
ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎέΣ άǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎέΣ ŀƴŘ 
άŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎέΦ 

 

By August 1994, the Montgomery 
County Infants and Toddlers Program 
began as an interagency 
collaboration with Department of 
Health and Human Services (DHHS) as 
the lead agency and Montgomery 
County Public Schools (MCPS) as the 
major provider of early intervention 
services.  We started with three sites, 
although for about one year the Up 
County site worked out of their cars 
until a space could be found.  It was 
an exciting and challenging first year 
as MCPS staff left their school based 
assignments and began to provide 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ 

 

Over the years we have grown 
significantly from those early days of 
200 families and about 30 staff.  In 
2003-04 we added the East County 
site and are now getting ready to 
open a fifth site in the Gaithersburg 
area.  We currently have about 269 
early intervention providers and in 
April 2009 we served 2,213 families. 

 

Since 2000, our training has focused 
on increasing our skills in family 
centered intervention and parent 
coaching, recognizing the parent or 
ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ά.Ŝǎǘέ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ  ¢ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘ ǿŜ 
will have added bilingual staff, 
integrated services into childcare 
settings, increased our flexibility in 

delivering year round services, 
increased professional training in 
coaching models by implementing 
the Hanen Program at all sites, 
and developed and implemented 
ǘƘŜ ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ .ǊƛŘƎŜǎέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ 
help families access learning 
opportunities in the community.  
Our Autism work group developed 
the countywide implementation of 
the MCHAT (Modified Checklist for 
Autism in Toddlers) screening in 
2008.  We have expanded 
community partnerships to 
include the Gaithersburg and 
Silver Spring Judy Centers and two 
county Early Head Start Programs.  
In addition we have expanded the 
Family Support Network and 
Family Advisory Board to make 
sure our families are getting the 
support they need. 

 

It is with much excitement that we 
begin year 16, but our focus is 
beyond just this next year as we 
face new challenges to meet the 
needs of ALL of our families.  We 
remain committed to our mission 
to assist families with children 
between birth and three years old 
with their efforts to address their 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
special needs and look forward to 
continued program improvement. 

 

LOOK HOW  FAR WEõVE COME! BY MARYANNE HOWARD, PROGRAM COORDINATOR , UP COUNTY 
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VISIONING QUESTIONNAIRE 

Please take a few moments to answer the following questions and contribute your opinion to our visioning process. 
LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ a/L¢tΩǎ ƴŜǿ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ 
statement. Tear out this page along the perforated line and return it to us in the attached, self-addressed, postage-paid 
envelope. 

I.  I am a:   

(a) Family Member  (b) MCITP staff member     (c) Community Partner  (d) Other___________ 

 

II. STRENGTHS 

If you were asked to advocate to the state legislature on behalf of the Montgomery County Infants and Toddlers Program, 
how would you convince legislators that this program is needed? Please include specific examples of the impact of this 
program. 

 

 

 

 

 

III. AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT 

What are the two most important changes you would like to see occur in the Montgomery County  Infants and Toddlers 
program and why? 

1.  

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

IV. FUTURE IMAGES OF SUCCESS 

Imagine that the year is 2015.  The Montgomery County Infants and Toddlers Program is successfully meeting the needs of 
all children, families, and early childhood stakeholders.  Describe what the program looks like (regarding services, supports, 
resources, partnerships, trainings, etc). 

 

M O N T G O M E R Y C O U N T Y  I N F A N T S  A N D  T O D D L E R S P R O G R A M 
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Thank you for participating in the  

MCITP Visioning Survey. 

 

T H A N K  Y O U !  
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D ear MCITP Families: 

As the Family Advisory 
.ƻŀǊŘΩǎ όάC!.έύ нллу-2009 year 
draws to a close, it seems like a 
good time to step back and reflect 
ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ  !ǎ ŀ 
parent volunteer group, the FAB 
ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ 
with the Montgomery County 
Infants and Toddlers Program 
όάa/L¢tέύΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǿŀȅǎ 
to help families connect with each 
other for mutual support, and 
advocate for more resources for 
MCITP.  The FAB parents typically 
meet once a month (our usual 
meeting place is at La Madeline on 
Rockville Pike), to talk, discuss 
issues and plan activities that will 
help achieve these goals.  The 
meetings also provide a welcomed 
opportunity to socialize with other 
parents who are also meeting the 
challenges of caring for children 
with development delays and 
special needs. 

In addition to its regular meetings, 
the FAB tries to organize events or 
programs that we hope will be 
useful to MCITP families.  In 

October, the FAB participated in MCITP's 
Welcome Orientations for families who 
recently entered the Program.  The FAB 
parents shared their personal stories 
and spoke about their experience in the 
program.  In November, we hosted a 
program on how to find quality childcare 
for children with special needs.  In 
December, we invited representatives 
from Easter Seals and the ARC of 
Montgomery County to explain how 
families can access respite care for their 
children (so parents can get a well-
deserved break).  In March, the FAB 
ǎƘƻǿŜŘ άLƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ŀƳǳŜƭέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ CƛƭƳ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ {ƛƭǾŜǊ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊ 
in downtown Si lver  Spring.  
Approximately 150 people came out to 
see the moving documentary about one 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
young son with cerebral palsy was fully 
included in their community, and 
particularly the school system.  On May 
16th, we held a Play Date at the MLK 
Park on Jackson Road.  A number of 
a/L¢tΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ 
each other and enjoy the accessible 
playground. 

The FAB also stepped up its advocacy 
efforts this year.  In March, some of our 
FAB parents testified before the 

Maryland state assembly to 
advocate for increased funding for 
MCITP and in favor of the autism 
insurance bill.  Our efforts helped 
persuade legislators to protect the 
LƴŦŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻŘŘƭŜǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ 
state budget from potential cuts in 
the upcoming fiscal year. 

 FAB members also represent 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀǘ [ƻŎŀƭ LƴǘŜǊ-
agency Coordinating Council 
όά[L//έύ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ όƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
our FAB members chairs that 
organization), and participate on 
MCITP committees.  Another FAB 
parent is spearheading an effort to 
create a parent-to-parent 
mentoring program. 

!ǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōǳǎȅ 
year.  The FAB takes a break during 
July and August -- ōǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ 
in September.  We hope you have a 
good summer, and we look forward 
to seeing you in the fall! 

 

Amy Miller 

Chair, 

a/L¢tΩǎ CŀƳƛƭȅ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘ 

 The FABõs Year In Review By Amy Miller  
 

 

 

A  new program!  SEEC is pleased to offer this new program to support families of newly diagnosed children with 

special needs and those who have school age children who need help and support.  Parent2Parent was created 

in January 2009 to provide emotional support and practical advice by matching parents in need with volunteer parent 

mentors.   Support is provided free of cost, is confidential and can be provided one-on-one or in group settings. The 

program is now recruiting parent mentors and will soon begin its outreach to families in need.   If you are interested in 

participating in this program as a parent mentor, or if you would like to be matched to a parent mentor, contact Wendy 

Baumert at wbaumert@seeconline.org or (301) 576-9000.  A Query Form is available for download at                     

http://www.seeconline.org/families/parent2parent. 

 

 New Program: Parent2Parent (P2P)  

Sponsored by SEEC ς Helping People with Developmental Disabilities Achieve The American Dream  



Page 6     Summer 2009 

 

C hange may be coming to MCITP. Additional funding from the Federal Stimulus Package has become available to 
build on successful initiatives and to explore new possibilities. The Maryland State Department of Education 

όa{59ύ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ  aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ LƴŦŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻŘŘƭŜǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ. This new program 
expansion would allow families to have the option of continuing their Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) until the 
child becomes eligible for kindergarten.  A proposed date of implementation has not been confirmed, but it is 
anticipated to be Spring, 2010. 

With the expanded option, when a participating child turns three, if he/she is determined eligible for special education 
and related services, Maryland Infants and Toddlers Programs will offer parents the choice of:  

The Maryland Extended Part C OptionτThe child and family would continue to receive early intervention services 
through the Infants and Toddlers Program with an educational component that promotes school readiness and 
incorporates preliteracy, language, and numeracy skills through an IFSP until the child enters, or is eligible to enter 
under Maryland law, kindergarten;  OR 

Traditional special education preschool services through an Individualized Education Program (IEP) as a student 
with a disability.  

The program expansion proposal would create a seamless model of service for birth through age 5, as illustrated on 
ǇŀƎŜ тΦ    IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ Ƴŀȅ ŀǘ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ 
in the Extended Part C Option and request an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team meeting to consider their 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ tŀǊǘ . ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ   IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛŦ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŜƭŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ Part 
B special education services when their child reaches 3 years, they would no longer be eligible to switch back to an 
Individualized Family Service Plan.   

Exciting News from the Maryland State Department of Education 

M O N T G O M E R Y C O U N T Y  I N F A N T S  A N D  T O D D L E R S P R O G R A M 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK?   MAKE YOUR VOICES HEARD ON THIS VERY IMPORTANT ISSUE! 

Written Comments Accepted  

Until June 15, 2009 

Maryland is required to make the proposed policies and procedures available for public review and comment.  The 

complete policies and procedures are posted on the MSDE website (www.marylandpublicschools.org) until July 6th, 

2009.  Written comments will be accepted for 30 days beginning May 17, 2009 until no later than 5:00 pm on June 15, 

2009.  

Written comments may be: 

1. Mailed to: Marcella Franczkowski, Branch Chief, Division of Special 

Education/Early Intervention Services Early Childhood Intervention and 

Education Branch, Maryland State Department of Education, Nancy S. 

Grasmick Building, 200 West Baltimore St, 9th Fl, Baltimore, MD 21201. 

2. Faxed to: (410) 333-8165 

3. Emailed to: dmcmicha@msde.state.md.us 

                   Don t Miss this Important Opportunity! 



Page 7     Summer 2009 

 

 

Birth through Age 2 

Child and family receive early intervention services identified on 

an IFSP through a local Infants and Toddlers Program (Part C) 

Proposed Early Childhood Intervention and Education Service Model 

Prior to Age 3 

Transition Planning Meeting 

Prior to Age 3 

IEP Team Meeting/Eligibility Determination 
Not Eligible for Part B 619 

(Preschool Special Education) 
Eligible for Part B 619 

(Preschool Special Education) 

Extended Part C Option 

Flexibility to Serve Children Age 3 to Kindergarten Age 

At age 3, the child continues  early intervention services 

(Part C) through an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). 

Current Early Childhood Program 

Child Transitions at Age 3 

At age 3, the child transitions to preschool 

special education (Part B, 619) and receives 

services and supports through an 

Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 

At Any Time Prior to Kindergarten Age 

Parents may request an IEP team meeting for Part B special 

education eligibility determination 

FAMILY CHOICE 

IE
P IF

S
P 

 

¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ 9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ tŀǊǘ / hǇǘƛƻƴΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

education system of services creates a seamless birth through five model, as illustrated 

above.   
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Comparison of Extended Part C Option & Existing Preschool Services 

Age Three to Kindergarten Age 

 

Components 

Extended Part C Option  

through an IFSP2 

Preschool Services 

 through an IEP3 

Free Appropriate Public Education 

 

 

While all children in Maryland are entitled 

to a FAPE, the service models and types of 

services vary. 

Maryland assures a free appropriate 

public education (FAPE) for all students 

with disabilities, birth through the end of 

the school year in which the student turns 

21 years old.4 

 

Maryland assures a free appropriate 

public education (FAPE) for all students 

with disabilities, birth through the end of 

the school year in which the student turns 

21 years old.  

Individualized Plan/Program Individualized Family Service Plan 

Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) 

means a written plan for providing early 

intervention and other services to an 

eligible child ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ family. 

 

The IFSP specifically requires designation 

of a service coordinator to ensure 

appropriate implementation and 

coordination of the plan. The IFSP should 

reflect coordination across the various 

service agencies with which the family is 

involved.  

 

The IFSP focuses on both the child and the 

family within their daily routines.  

Individualized Education Program 

Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

means a written statement for a student 

with a disability that is developed, 

reviewed, and revised at least annually, by 

ŀƴ L9t ǘŜŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

parent.  

 

Federal law requires that States set forth 

policies and procedures for the 

development of State interagency 

agreements to define respective 

responsibilities.  

 

¢ƘŜ L9t ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

educational hours.  

2
 Part C Services to children three to the age of eligibility for entry into kindergarten. 

3 Part B Services to children three through age five years of age.  

4 In accordance with 20 USC Ä1439(a)(8)(c) òany reference to the provision of a free appropriate public education to children with disabilities 

shall be considered to be a reference to the provision of appropriate intervention services to infants and toddlers with disabilities.ó 
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Continued...Comparison of Extended Part C Option & Existing Preschool Services 

Age Three to Kindergarten Age 

 

Components 

Extended Part C Option  

through an IFSP2 

Preschool Services 

 through an IEP3 

Procedural Safeguards Notice 

 

 

Procedural Safeguards Notice, 

COMAR 13A.13.01.11A(1), that includes:  

Opportunity to Examine Records 

Prior Notice 

Native Language 

Parent Consent 

Surrogate Parents 

Dispute Resolution   

(Written State Complaint, Impartial 
Individual Child Complaint, Services 
During Pendency of Proceeding, 
Mediation)

 

Confidentiality
                              

 
 

 
 

 

Procedural Safeguards Notice COMAR 

13A.05.01.11, that includes: 

Opportunity to Examine Records 

Prior Notice 

Native Language 

Parent Consent 

Surrogate Parents 

Dispute Resolution 
(Written State Complaint, Impartial     
Individual Child Complaint, Services 
During Pendency of Proceeding, 
Mediation) 

Confidentiality  

Independent Educational Evaluation 

Discipline of Children with Disabilities 

Transfer of Rights at Age of Majority 

!ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ CŜŜǎ 

Graduation Requirements 

Extended School Year Service 
 

System of Payment 

(No significant differences) 

Parents are not charged for services. 

Medicaid for only health-related early 

intervention services and service 

coordination, with parental consent. 

Private insurance, with parental 

consent, for health-related early 

intervention services only for children 

who have both private insurance and 

Medicaid coverage. If denied by private 

insurance, Medicaid is billed. If paid by 

private insurance, in rare instances, 

parents are reimbursed costs. 

Parents are not charged for services. 

Medicaid for only health-related 

services and case management, with 

parental consent. 

Private insurance, with parental 

consent, for health-related services 

only for children who have both 

private insurance and Medicaid 

coverage. If denied by private 

insurance, Medicaid is billed. If paid by 

private insurance, in rare instances, 

parents are reimbursed costs. 
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 Extended Part C Option  Preschool Services 

Types of Services Early Intervention Services 

Early intervention services necessary 

to meet the unique needs of the child 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ 

recorded on a Maryland IFSP 

document, and may include, but are 

not limited to: 

 

 

 

Special instruction designed to meet 
the developmental needs of an infant 
or toddler with a disability. 

Transportation 

Speech-language pathology services 

Assistive technology devices and 
assistive technology services 

Audiology services 

Psychological services 

Physical therapy 

Occupational therapy 

Early identification, screening, and 
assessment services 

Vision services 

Medical services only for diagnostic 
or evaluation purposes 

Nursing 

Social work services 

Service coordination services 

Respite: a child care-type service 
provided to enable parent(s) to 
participate or receive other early 
intervention services in order to meet 
ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ LC{tΦ 

 

Continuous year-round services for all 
children.  
 

Special Education & Related Services 

Special education (instruction, 

speech/language therapy, travel 

training, physical education, 

vocational education) as specially 

designed instruction that ensures the 

child access to the general curriculum 

to meet the educational standards 

within the jurisdiction of the public 

agency that apply to all children.  

Transportation 

Speech-language pathology services 

Assistive technology devices and 
assistive technology services 

Audiology services 

Interpreting services 

Psychological services 

Physical therapy 

Occupational therapy 

Recreation, including therapeutic 
recreation 

Early identification and assessment  

Student counseling services, including 
rehabilitation counseling 

Vision services, including orientation 
and mobility services 

Medical services only for diagnostic 
or evaluation purposes 

School health services and school 
nurse services 

Social work services in schools 

Parent counseling and training 

 

 

Extended School Year if IEP team 
determines it necessary 

Continued...Comparison of Extended Part C Option & Existing Preschool Services 

Age Three to Kindergarten Age 
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Continued...Comparison of Extended Part C Option & Existing Preschool Services 

Age Three to Kindergarten Age 

 

Components 

Extended Part C Option  

through an IFSP2 

Preschool Services 

 through an IEP3 

Location of Services Natural Environments 

Settings that are natural or normal for 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀƎŜ ǇŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 

disability (includes public special 

education preschool settings when 

appropriate). 

 

Home 

Public or Private Community Settings, 
including but not limited to: 

Public school preschool and 
pre-kindergarten programs 

Private community preschool 
and pre-kindergarten 
programs 

Head Start 

Judith Hoyer Center 
Partnerships 

Child care centers 

Family child care providers 

Parks and recreation 
programs 

Cooperative play groups 

Libraries 

Other child-serving programs 

 
 

Least Restrictive Environment 

A public agency shall ensure that: 

(1) To the maximum extent appropriate, 

students with disabilities, including 

students in public or private institutions 

or care facilities, are educated with 

students who are not disabled; (2) Special 

classes, separate schooling, or other 

removal of students with disabilities from 

the regular educational environment 

occurs only when the nature or severity of 

the disability is such that education in 

regular classes with the use of 

supplementary aids and services cannot 

be achieved satisfactorily.  

Home 

Service provider location 

Public or Private Community Settings, 
including but not limited to: 

Public school preschool and 
pre-kindergarten programs 

Private community 
preschool and pre-
kindergarten programs 

Head Start 

Judith Hoyer Center 
Partnerships 

Child care centers 

Family child care providers 

Parks and recreation 
programs 

Cooperative play groups 

Libraries 

Other child-serving programs 

 

Public or Private day school 

Public or Private Residential School 

 



Page 12     Summer 2009 

 

 

Funding Resources For Families  

 
Below are funding resources for families with children who have disabilities.   Selection of any resource should always 

be made with careful consideration.   

 

Rolling Acress Funds:  Provides one-time funding assistance to offset the cost of a specific service/equipment for a 

 child, under the age of 21 years who has a developmental disability and lives in Montgomery County.  Four 

 agencies administer the funds.  

The  Arch of Montgomery County, contact: Karen Patterson, 301-984-5792 

Jewish Social Services, contact: Ruth Berger, 301-838-4200 

SEEC, contact: John Eucebe, 301-576-9014 

Abilities Network, contact: Kimberly Mudgett, 301-431-7740 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ IŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ:  Offers financial assistance for health care services that are not 

 ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦ 9ƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ 

 physical or occupational therapy, prescriptions, and medical equipment such as wheelchairs, orthotics, and 

 eyeglasses.  Ages 0-16.  To qualify, families must meet economic guidelines, reside in the United States, and be 

 covered by a commercial health benefit plan. To apply, go to www.uhccf.org or call 1-800-328-5979 ext 24459. 

 Leave a message and a representative will call back within 1-2 days.  

Mikel Foundation:  The Mikel Foundation provides money for the private purchase of various types of adaptive 

 equipment for children with genetic disorders, as well as funding for genetic research.  To receive an 

 ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƻΥ ¢ƘŜ aƛƪŜƭ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ tΦhΦ .ƻȄ пфлΣ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΩǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ нфпун ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ упу-

 883-8883.  

The  Assistive Technology Loan Program:  Helps families to qualify for low interest loans to purchase assistive 

 technology/equipment.  For more information, call 1-800-832-4827 or visit www.mdtap.org. 

Maryland Assistance Technology Cooperative:  Negotiates lowest prices from vendors for adaptive equipment.  

 Offers some low-cost loaner equipment. For more information, call 410-381-COOP or visit www.matcoop.org. 

Jill Fox Fund:  The Jill Fox Memorial Fund provides grants to individuals with unmet medical and healthcare needs not 

 paid for by medical insurance, government agencies, health associations, community organizations, public or 

 personal resources.  Contact: 410-727-4828 ext 322 or http://www.jillfoxfund.org. 

Down Syndrome Network of Montgomery County Camperships:  Offers financial assistance for summer 

 programs for children with disabilities.  Eligible programs include therapy related camps, summer camps and 

 classes such as cooking, art or swimming lessons.  For more information, visit: http://www.dsnmc.org. 
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Continued...Funding Resources 

 
Life Enrichment Awards Program (LEAP):  In partnership with the HSC Foundation, TransCen, Inc. is implementing 

 this program designed to enrich the lives of youth and young adults with disabilities and chronic illnesses in 

 Montgomery County. Leap provides goods and services that are directly linked to youth transition planning and 

 implementation, and are usually not available from public service and government agencies. They are not 

 ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ  aŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ ƻǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άƳŜŘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦέ 

 Examples of eligible awards include, but not limited to: business clothing needed for school and job interviews, 

 job-specific tools, computers and or assistive technology or temporary transportation to get to a new job. 

 !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŦǳƴŘ άƭƛŦŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅέ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

 food, medicine, direct medical services or housing. Applicants must be between 14 and 25 years old, and a 

 Montgomery County resident with a disability.  The application is available at http://www.transcen.org/ or 

 (301) 424-2002 ext 233.  

The Emergency Care Fund:  A fund created by the collaboration Council to benefit families with children with special 

 needs who need help in the face of a crisis and have no where else to turn. Contact Alicia Church at (301) 610-

 0147 ext 219 or alicia.church@collaborationcouncil.org. 

Eric Fund:  This fund provides assistive technology, devices, and equipment for individuals with disabilities to help 

 them live, work, go to school and participate actively in community life.  Contact (301) 654-1547 or 

 ericfund@aol.com. 

Mary Ellen Daisey Camperships and Family Support:  The Montgomery County Maryland Chapter of the Autism 

 Society of America (MCASA) has a fund for camp sponsorships and family support in honor of Mary Ellen 

 Daisey, a former President and Board member of MCASA. For more information, visit http://

 www.autismmontgomerycounty.com/. 

Neighborhood Quality of Life Grant : Offers small grants to families with a child with autism or other 

 developmental disability.  Through the Quality of Life Grant program, families that care for children and adults 

 special needs may receive funding to offset their enormous financial burdens. These grants provide families 

 with stipends that may be used for a wide variety of supports related to their family member.  For more 

 information, visit http://www.neighborheart.org/grants.asp. 

Kids Feeling Fit Foundation, Inc: ¢ƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǎƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 

 Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ Ƴŀȅ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

 physical fitness and self-esteem. The target audience is children and young adults who require professional 

 services and frequent training sessions that are necessary to build strength, coordination, and confidence. The 

 primary service provider for this scholarship is Fitness for Health. For application, contact (301) 430-0834 or v

 isit www.kidsfeelingfit.org. 



Page 14     Summer 2009 

 

 

Splish-Splash: 10 Ideas for Summer Fun 

 
1. Backyard Fun: Get older toddlers  in bathing suits, and give them a bottle of 

ǎƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ Ƙƻǿ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘΦ  ¢ŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ !./Ωǎ ƻǊ 

their numbers in the foam. 

2. All aboard!  Glen Echo Park, Wheaton Regional Park, and Cabin John Regional 

Park have miniature trains that are great fun for all Thomas the Engine fans out 

there. 

3. Fun at the MuseumsτThe Smithsonians are great destinations with accessible 

fun for all agesτany day! 

4. ±ƛǎƛǘ hƭŘ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ  ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ Υ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦŀǊƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ŧǳƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  .ǳǘƭŜǊΩǎ hǊŎƘŀǊŘΣ hȄƻƴ 

Iƛƭƭ CŀǊƳΣ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ CŀǊƳΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ CŀǊƳΣ ŀƴŘ [ŀǊǊƛƭŀƴŘΩǎ CŀǊƳ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿΗ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ 

άǇƛŎƪ-your-ƻǿƴέ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻǊ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ 

5. ²ŀƛǘ ŀ aƛƴǳǘŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ CƛǎƘΗ  Check out the aquatic wonders of the Washington DC and Baltimore Aquariums. 

6. Once Upon a Time:  Many local bookstores host story-times during the summer months. 

7. Brown bear, Brown Bear, what do you see?  Take along the book to the National Zoo and see if you and your children can 

ǎǇƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 9ǊƛŎ /ŀǊƭŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΗ 

8. Popcorn, Popcorn, get your popcorn.  Many local movie theatres are offering free movies for families during the summer.  

The  Majestic Theatre in downtown Silver Spring will feature a free family movie every Tuesday and Wednesday starting June 

23rd. 

9. Little Tots Summer Funτ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ млΥлл ŀƳΣ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ {ƛƭǾŜǊ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ Ƙƻǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎΣ ŀǊǘǎ ϧ ŎǊŀŦǘǎΣ  ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ 

10. Mommies & Me & Daddies Too On The SquareτArts & crafts, sing-alongs, performances, and more for families will be 

featured on the Rockville Square on the third Tuesday of the month (June  16, July 21, August 18) from 10 am-noon. 

 

New Staff @ Family Support Network !  
Please join the Montgomery County Infants and Toddlers 

Program (MCITP) and the Family Support Network (FSN) in 

sending out a warm welcome to Cynthia Hawley and Cristina 

Benitezτour new FSN staff! 

Cynthia, a native of Lima, Peru, 

came to the US as a child with her 

mother.  Already a valued member 

of the MCITP administrative team, 

Cynthia will split her time between 

assisting potential families during 

intake and supporting program families through FSN resources 

and activities. 

Cristina, a proud mom of three children 

and MCITP parent, has family roots 

from El Salvador.  Cristina will assist 

with FSN newsletters and help us create 

ŀ ƴŜǿΣ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ άa/L¢tŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎǘŀƭƪέ 

website. 

Welcome Aboard! 


