Fields Road Elementary School

Greetings from the Principal
Dear Parents and Guardians,

It was a great school opening! We thank you for getting
your children enthusiastic about returning to school and
excited about learning. Our staff members are already
giving out Falcon High Flyer coupons to recoghize
students who demonstrate respect, responsibility,
dedication and safety.

To help keep all children safe, we want to remind
parents about our procedures in the carpool lane. If you
drive your child to school and use our carpool lane you
must stay with your car. Also, you must pull your car up
to the curb to drop off or pick up your child. It is not
safe to have your child walking between cars to get to
your car or to the curb when you are double parked.
Thank you so much for your support with this. We have
re-structured our duty assignments so that there can be
an adult monitoring the carpool lane during both arrival
and dismissal.

We are also focused on safety inside our building. While
the news media are discussing potential flu scenarios,
here at Fields Road we are taking precautions to keep
our students healthy. Our building service staff has a
daily protocol of disinfecting the frequently handled
surfaces around the building, including door knobs, water
coolers and all parts of student bathrooms. We are
talking to students about hand washing, teaching them to
sing their ABCs or the birthday song while they scrub
their hands with soap. Students are learning how to
cough into the inside of their elbow, and to never, ever
share food. You can help by reinforcing these simple
procedures at home. Also, please call the school if your
child is diagnosed with flu or shows flu-like symptoms.

One School Drive, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878

Thank you for sharing your children with us. We are
looking forward to a happy, healthy and productive

school year!

Sincerely,

Kathryn S. Rupp, Principal

Email: Kathryn_S_Rupp@mcpsmd.org

FRES/PTA Important Dates \\ >

Month Day Event
PTA Back to School Picnic
September | 11 5:00 - 8:00 pm
Back-to-School Night
rades 1-5)
September| 15 <
P 7:00 - 9:00 pm
**Note the date change™*
September | 25 Sally Foster orders due
September | 28 Yom Kippur - NO SCHOOL
Half Day - Students
October 2 dismissed at 12:35pm
October | 5-9 PTA Scholastic Book Fair
PTA Meeting
October 6 Media Center 7:00 p.m.
Open House for Parents
October | 12 9:15am - 12pm
October | 14 Student Picture Day
MSTA Convention
October 16 NO SCHOOL
October | 22 Sally Foster pick-up

301-840-7131 ,
September 2009 Issue .
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Greetings from the Assistant Principal

Welcome Back! We are off to a great start this new
school year. We are excited about last year's successes
and are looking forward to continuing our successful
trend.

With the current concern about the severity of the
HIN1 flu virus, we would like to update you on how the
Fields Road Elementary School staff is preparing for
continued instruction in the event of a school closing due
to a flu outbreak. Grade level teams and specialists
(including music, art, physical education, ESOL, media)
have developed lessons and activities to support the
first quarter objectives. An electronic version of the
lessons and support material will be available on the
school's website. Staff will also be available in front of
the school and at the Muddy Branch Giant to distribute
hard copies of the lessons. Students will also receive
feedback for work submitted.

A Connect-Ed phone call to all parents and guardians
with procedures for obtaining electronic or hard copies
of the lessons will be used if school closure becomes
necessary. Connect-Ed will also be used to update you on
information as it becomes available. Therefore, it is
critical that we maintain current and complete
information for your child on our yellow emergency
cards. Please continue fo update emergency card
information throughout the year as changes occur.

Montgomery County Public Schools has established an
information page for the HIN1 virus. Included on this
page are links to health and wellness information and
local and federal resources. Use the following web
address to access this information:
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/hlnl/
. This information can also be accessed from the Fields
Road Elementary School homepage.

Please take the time o reassure your child that the
Fields Road staff is taking every precaution to ensure
that they have a healthy and happy school year.

Sincerely,

Celeste King

PBIS = High Flyers!

This is the third year of our Positive Behavior
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) system at Fields
Road. It has been highly successful, and the kids really
respond to the positive feedback. It's based on the
school's established four core values. Each time a child
is caught being exceptionally respectful, responsible,
dedicated or safe, that child will receive a Falcon High
Flyer ticket that describes their behavior. Any staff
member can give this award. The ticket comes home

to you, and an identical ticket goes into a classroom
bucket. Every two weeks, two tickets are drawn from
each class. These children have lunch with Mrs. Rupp and
Ms. King. The children also receive coupons to be used
for Carvel ice cream and recognition on the Falcon News.
PTA contribution helps fund these rewards.

So the next time your child comes home with a High
Flyer ticket, we recommend a place of honor for it on
the fridge and lots of praisell

Falcon High Flyer &ps%

Presented to: \
Awarded by: Q‘,})
Date: )
Location: Bathroom Hallway Classroom “4“:“@9
Cafeteria Recess

&,

Teacher Copy Home Copy
[ " O Shows kindness
0O Respects differences
- 0O Sensitive to others' feelings
8 O Respects property
o 0O Shows good sportsmanship
S O Other
o
: O Does what is right, not what is
| _.>: easy
| = O Consistently follows directions
| 2 O Always prepared
2 0O Keeps space clean and orderly
8_ 0O Other
0
Q
o
[ | O putsforth best effort
O Actively participates
0O Uses time wisely
0O Stayson task
© (
o O Other
-
[~
2
o
Q
o
0O Model citizen during drill or
emergency
O Moves safely in all environments
[ @ 0O Respects personal space
“6 0O Uses safe words and actions
v O Other
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PTA President's Message

Welcome to another year at Fields Road Elementary! I
am honored to serve as your PTA President, and along
with the executive board have been working throughout
the summer to plan an exciting year for our children. My
number one priority is to create a “community” where
everyone feels welcome in an environment that our
children are able to thrive. The Executive Board
created a few goals:

1) Increase PTA membership by 20%

2) Increase staff participation in PTA activities

3) Create liaisons from every neighborhood that
FRES services

4) Make every volunteer feel valued.

I'd like to clear up a big misunderstanding - PTA
membership and volunteering. While we would love for
every parent to volunteer, that is NOT a requirement of
being a PTA member.

T encourage you to come to PTA meetings during the
year. Our meetings will be programs with fopics of
interest to a wide group, with just a little business.
Please submit topics you would like to hear about to me
at jeannemcps@yahoo.com.

Please check out our open volunteer positions, and if you
haven't joined the PTA please do ASAP. (Each member
will receive a car magnet and a school directory. Please
note: directories will only be given fo PTA members.)
Turn to the last page of this newsletter for a PTA
membership form, and send it in your child's backpack to
school.

Thank you for all you do for our school. Please contact
me anytime if you have questions, suggestions or want to
lend a hand.

Warm regards,
Jeanne

T~ T~

Next PTA Meeting
Tuesday, October 6th, 7:00 pm
FRES Media Center

T~ T~

**Babysitting provided**
Chess Club

Is your child interested in playing (or learning to play)
chess? If so, please remember to register him or her in
Chess Club at Fields Road, which will be held on Tuesday
afternoons from 3:10-4:10pm at the school.

To register, visit www.ChessCenter.net. On the left,
click on "Scholastic." The registration form can then be
found by scrolling down and clicking on the "Fields Road
E.S." link.

The fall session for Chess Club begins on Tuesday,
September 15th, so register soon! (If you're reading
this AFTER September 15th, and your child wants to
join the club, please contact the coordinator. Your child
can probably be included on a prorated basis.)

For questions, please contact Lisa Blaker, Parent
Coordinator, Chess Club at 301 258-9333 or
L_Blaker@yahoo.com.

BACK TO SCHOOL PICNIC
THIS FRIDAY, Sept. 8

Grab your picnic blanket
and your family and join
your Fields Road "family"”
at the FRES Back-to-

School Picnic sponsored by

the FRES PTA. Come catch

up with your friends and
make new ones on Friday, September 11, 2009 from

5-8 p.m. on the field behind the school. Get to know

your teachers, too. This year's Picnic will include a moon

bounce, DJ, face painting, games, and more. There is no

charge to bounce and dance the night away! Bring a

picnic or purchase pizza, salads and drinks there.


mailto:jeannemcps@yahoo.com
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W FRES YAHOO GROUP

Interested in joining our Yahoo Group?
Members receive up-to-the-minute news on activities
and issues around the school. Send an Email to
fresfalcons-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. In your email
request, please send the following information so we may
process your subscription: Your name, child (ren)'s name,
your child (ren)'s grade and teacher(s). Once we have
verified this information, you will be added to the Yahoo
Group mailing list.

It's Easy to Support FRES
With

$
«9 Sally Fostef
Get ready to be part of our

l ‘ BIGGEST fund-raiser of the
year!l Up to 50% of all sales go back to the PTA to
support the school and directly benefit FRES children.
The sale officially began on August 31°" and will run until
September 25th. Pickup of orders is scheduled for
Thursday, October 22" after school.

$

The Sally Foster Fundraiser includes the following: All
Occasion and Holiday Gift Wrap, Delicious Harry London
Chocolates, gifts and more. Check out this year's prizes
for the kids at www.sallyfoster.com. Remember out of
town family and friends can order on-line at Sally's
website at www.sallyfoster.com. Click on "Sellers
Section" and enter our school account number (507248),
Enter seller's information on the next page and enter
the final sale date (9/25/2009). Thanks in advance for
a great fundraising effort! If you have any questions or
would like fo help, contact your Sally Foster Fundraising
Chairs: Marcie Blackman (301-548-1085 or
mdblackman@comcast.net) or Marci Millen (301-670-
4242 or marcimillen@comcast.net).

TEACHER FEATURE

FRES is thrilled to have Mrs. Kimberly
Henriquez as the new first grade
teacher. She joins the staff after having been a second
grade teacher and staff development teacher at
Germantown ES, and a second grade teacher in Prince
George's County prior to that. A graduate of the
University of Maryland, she is also a National Board
Certified teacher with 10 years of experience.

Mrs. Henriquez says that she enjoys seeing the growth
and change in students every day, especially in the
younger grades. She loves to read and enjoys passing
that passion on to the students in her class. She says,
"I also like knowing that the work I am doing helps my
community by working with students to make them great
citizens and ready for their adult lives.”

Her time outside of school is spent with her family (her
husband and 5 and 10 year old sons.) They love to go
hiking and camping and to spend time outside. They had
the chance to travel a lot this summer and had a great
time. She plans on bringing them to many FRES
activities this year as a way of getting fo know the FRES
families and community. She says she knows this is a
great place to grow and learn. We are thrilled to have
her as a part of it.

Welcome to Fields Road Mrs. Henriquez!

—— _=I

||| % SUBMISSION REMINDER |||

The Falcon Flyer is published by the Fields |||
Road Elementary School PTA. Submissions

||| may be made via email to Chris Adams at
chrisadams888@hotmail.com or call 301-869- |||
1834.
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It's Time to Re-Register Your
Merchant Cards!/

Giant A+ BONUS BUCKS
FRES ID: 00808 _
http://www.giantfood.com/aplus/ \-‘i___,
Each time you use your GIANT BONUS ~ [[BONUSEUCKS
CARD, FRES will earn A+ BONUS BUCKS, which convert

intfo CASH each month. You can designate up to three

schools to benefit from the BONUS BUCKS that accrue.

School Designation forms can be found on-line or at any
store. This year's program will run from October 3rd
through April 2nd. Remember, even if you designated

a school last year, you MUST re-designate this year.

Last year FRES earned $1998.94 with just 88 cards
registered. Grandparents and neighbors can register
their cards also, so spread the word and please register
those Bonus Cards today to earn CASH for our school!

SAFEWAY CLUB

==
A

e @

Safeway Club Card
FRES ID: 6503254

www.escrip.com Click on "Sign Up" or "Renew"” in the
top left corner. The Safeway Club Card for Education
Program runs from October 1st through May 31st
Present your registered SAFEWAY CLUB CARD when
making your purchase. Use of your registered club card
is required at checkout to automatically track
contributions to our school.

Target REDcard
FRES ID: 58129

Register your Target REDcard to earn
money for Fields Road Elementary School!
http://redcard.target.com/redcard/ Click on the link to “"Take
Charge of Education” and designate Fields Road ES to

receive 1% of your purchases with your Target REDcard.

With just 27 cards designated, we still earned about
$200 each month in the 08-09 school year!

Harris Teeter Together
in Education Program

Harris Teeter VIC Card
Use your VIC Card

every time you shop to

receive special savings ﬂ

and benefits ‘} >

Fields Road can earn points every time you shop at
Harris Teeter and use your VIC card. You must review
your VIC card selection each year by linking your card fo
FRES. Simply go to www.harristeeter.com and click on
Together In Education and then “click here to link your
card to a school” and enter the FRES ID number 6361.
If you do not have a VIC card, then visit the above
website and click on "Start saving with VIC" to sign up.
Their program started already on August 1°', so sign up
today!

General Mills Box Tops

http://www.boxtops4education.com

The deadline for the first class contest of this year
is October 15. The class that collects the most box
tops wins a prize. Ms. Hartten's class was the winner
for the last collection of the 08-09 school year with 217
box tops. Her class won an ice cream party last June.
The Box Tops for Education program offers an easy way
to earn cash for our school by simply buying groceries.
Cut out Box Tops from hundreds of your favorite
General Mills products and send them to school in your
child's backpack. Please send them in sets of 50 ina
baggie with the name of your child's teacher. Check out
the website for a list of products. Each Box Top is
worth 10¢ for our school. Last year, FRES earned $757
through this program. Way to go!
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Open PTA Volunteer Positions

As the school year begins, we know that many of you are
busy preparing your schedules for the school year.
Hopefully it includes volunteering at your child's school.
Even one hour per week helps your child and the school/
There are a variety of positions and duties available. The
FRES PTA is looking for person(s) to chair or help with
the following committees:

¢ Movie night - February 20

e FLES - Foreign Language education
e Geography Bowl

e Drama Club

If you are interested in taking a position or volunteering
at FRES, please contact Jeanne Ellinport at
jeannemcps@yahoo.com or 301-670-6337 or Tara

Murayama at gmurayama@comcast.net or 301-325-3353.

Support your child. Please volunteer!

Many of our PTA members are already hard at work
getting the school year underway. Please remember to
record all your volunteer hours spent prior to the start
of the new school year. The volunteer binder is located
at the sign-in desk in the front office. Our volunteer
hours get recorded to Montgomery County Public
Schools (MCPS). MCPS uses the data collected to
publically recognize and reward the schools with the
highest amount of volunteer hours. Volunteer Hours to
be recorded are:

e PTA Activity: support for any PTA sponsored
activity. (Includes time spent attending PTA
meetings)

e School/Classroom Support - classroom, direct
academic support to student/s, copying, bulletin
boards, field trips, media center, at home

We applaud the efforts of all our volunteers and thank
you for all you do for the students and families of
Montgomery County Public Schools.

Become a Room Parentl!

Please consider being a Room Parent. If you are
interested in being your child's class Room Parent, please
let the teacher know. You don't have to do it on your
own. There are usually 2-3 room parents per class. Being
a room parent involves planning and organizing the class
parties (Halloween and Valentine's) along with the help
of the teacher and other class parents.

This role does not mean YOU have to organize the party
by yourself. There are many parents who have already
volunteered to help out at parties, as well as the
teacher! We are all here to make the parties fun, safe,
and exciting for the kids!

We appreciate all of our FRES parents' involvement and
hope to see many of you at the upcoming Halloween Party
and other FRES events. More information will come
home soon!

If there are ANY questions or concerns about all of this
information, please contact me. Thank you in advance for
all your assistance.

Tara Murayama
Volunteer Coordinator
Email: gmurayama@comcast.net. Phone: 301-325-3353.

Thank you to Amy Fink for coordinating a great
Back-To-School Breakfast for the FRES Staff.
And thanks to all of the parents who brought
food and helped set up for this yummy event!
Thank you to Rose Quintilian for her nice work
on the Giant bulletin board!
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MAD SCIENCE

CALLING ALL SCIENTISTS! { )V
Once again, the PTA will be é@
sponsoring Mad Science! Subjects ;

include: Space Technology,

Underwater Exploration, Great Gravity, Energy Burst,
Planets & Moons and much more. Eight weeks of classes
will be offered on Thursdays at Fields Road from 3:10 -
4:10pm, starting on October 15 and ending on December
17 (no classes on 11/12 and 11/26.) The registration fee
is $112. Registration is on a first come, first serve
basis, so sign up early! Forms are coming home in
backpacks, but additional forms can be found on the PTA
bulletin board. Contact Marnie Kaplan at (301) 590-0061
or email teachu2123@comcast.net with any questions.

HELP WANTED: Mrs. Harvith, Music Teacher at Fields
Road ES welcomes all students and families back for
another great year. She has one simple request. She is
collecting metal bottle caps - the kind from glass soda
bottles, i.e. root beer, Goya soda. Only the metal bottle
caps will do. This is for a unit in music class where the
metal bottle caps are used to create shakers. Also, she
is collecting the empty tin cans and lids from General
Foods International coffees. Please send in these
goodies marked for the music teacher. Thanks everyone.

HELP WANTED

Watch for more of this section in the

next edition of the Falcon Flyer. Staff

may advertise things that they need
(school supplies, indoor recess games, volunteers, etfc.)
If you are a staff member and would like to advertise in
this section, please email Chris Adams at
chrisadams888@hotmail.com

@ Adventure
J® Awaits You!

\}g Adventure awaits you at the
annual PTA Fall Book Fair.

Destination Book Fair - our
next journey into reading- is our biggest journey yet!
Mark your calendars for October 5™ - 9™ and let our
adventure into reading begin! Contact Rhonda Haley at
tinkwtude66@msn.com for further details. To volunteer
contact Tracey Alalouf at traceyalalouf @hotmail.com

=

Creative Adventures

Creative Adventures is an exciting after-school art
program held in the artroom at FRES. Each week the
kids explore creative ideas that include drawing, painting
and crafts and come home with a unique project. The
six-week Fall session starts on September 30 and will be
held on Wednesday afternoons from 3:00-4:30. It is
available for 15" -5™ graders and partial scholarships are
available. Look for flyers coming home in backpacks this
week. A representative from Creative Adventures will be
at the PTA meeting on Tuesday to tell you more. Contact
Tami Mensh at tamimensh@msn.com with any questions.
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FIELDS ROAD PTA

Join the Fields Road PTA - Get
Involved - Make a Difference

The Parent Teacher Association (PTA) works to provide
programs and activities designed to enrich the
educational experiences for students at Fields Road.
The PTA cannot function without your support.

Some of the activities sponsored by the PTA include:

*Back to School Picnic *Book Fairs
*Turkey Trot *Bingo Night
*Variety Show *Spring Bash
*Movie Night *...and much more

Last year the FRES PTA contributions to the school
included $100+ cash stipend to EACH teacher for
classroom materials, $300 to each grade level for field
trips, hands-on projects, etfc., new library books, partial
funding of homework club, partial funding of guidance
efforts, faculty appreciation events, and much more.
Your PTA also publishes a monthly newsletter and an
annual school directory.

The number one reason to join the PTA is to benefit
your child. More than 30 years of research has proven
that children do better when their parents are involved
both at home and at school. The FRES PTA is the voice
of FRES parents in both local and state issues. With
your support and INVOLVEMENT we can make a
difference in our children'’s lives.

Each paid member will receive a school directory.
(NOTE: Directories will only be given to those who join
the PTA) Each membership entitles the member to one
membership card with voting privileges and may serve as
PTA officers/chairpersons.

JOIN NOW!l Membership is $15 for the first family
member; the second family member is $10.

2009 - 2010 FRES PTA Board

S~

S

PTA Position Officer Email Address
President Jeanne jeannemcps@yahoo.co
) Ellinport J mepsEyahoo.com
VP - Fundraisin Jen jenfeinsteinaud@yahoo.com
9 Feinstein | 3 4 )
Margo
VP - Programs Prater margo_prater@yahoo.com
VP - Membership |Shari Rager sharirager@yahoo.com
Outreach/Volunteers Tara gmurayama@comcast.net
Murayama
Mary
Treasurer Poulson mary.poulson@hp.com
Secretary Kim Johnson| ksjohnson324@yahoo.com
Cluster Delegate Toby tlehman518@aol.com.
Lehman

To join the PTA, please fill out, detach, and return this
form to your child's teacher in an envelope addressed to
"PTA Treasurer - Membership", along with $15 cash or
check payable to Fields Road PTA.

PTA Member Name:

Street Address:

Phone number:

Child(ren)'s Name(s) and Teacher/Grade:




