Gaithersburg High School Policy Statement Regarding Participation in Extracurricular Activities and the Use of

Tobacco, Alcohol, Illegal Drugs, and/or Controlled Substances
RATIONALE 

All students at Gaithersburg High School are expected to refrain from the use of all tobacco products, alcohol, and illegal drugs.  Parents are responsible for monitoring their son’s/daughter’s behavior off school grounds and are expected to take appropriate and decisive action to prevent, identify, and curtail illicit use of these substances.  

The GHS staff commitment to advocating tobacco-free, alcohol-free, and drug-free behavior for all students is especially important for those students who represent Gaithersburg High School in ANY extracurricular activity.  The ultimate safety and welfare of our students is jeopardized if the commitment is broken.  For this reason, the following contract has been developed: an agreement that the student, parent, and coach/sponsor enter into stipulating our commitment to advocating tobacco-free, alcohol-free, and drug-free behavior.

DIRECTIONS
Please read this contract carefully, sign it in the appropriate areas, and return it to your coach or sponsor.  This contract is required to be on file with your coach or sponsor.  Every student who wishes to participate in an extracurricular activity must have a signed contract on file with their coach/sponsor.  Students will NOT be permitted to participate in any activity/sport without the signed contract on file.

CONDITIONS
1.  As a participant in extracurricular activities at GHS, I agree to refrain from the use of any tobacco products, alcohol, and drugs (unless prescribed by a physician) both on and off school grounds during the season or activity in which I wish to participate.

2.  I understand that this policy is part of a sponsor’s/coach’s expectation regarding behavior, health, and safety, and that this policy is in effect 24 hours a day. 

3.  I understand that for the purposes of enforcement of this contract, the term “verification” is defined as any of the following:

A.  Self-admitted involvement by the student.

B.  Witness student involvement by any sponsor, coach, GHS staff, or police.

C. Parent admission of his/her student’s involvement in tobacco, alcohol, and/or drugs.

D. Substantial evidence as verified by GHS administrators.

(OVER)

4.  I understand that the term “use” includes possession, use, and/or distribution of tobacco, alcohol, and/or drugs.  I also realize that any possession, use, and/or distribution of any of these substances on school grounds or at any school-sponsored activities will result in additional serious disciplinary consequences as outlined in the MCPS Policies and Procedures and the Gaithersburg High School discipline policies.

5.  If it is verified that I have used, distributed, or possessed any tobacco, alcohol, illegal drugs and/or controlled substances, I understand that the following minimun consequences will apply:

A.  Tobacco / Alcohol / Illegal Drugs / Controlled Substances

1.  First Offense

a.  Minimum ten consecutive school day suspension from ALL extracurricular           activities.

b.  Immediate exclusion/suspension from the next

     game or event.

c.  Parent notification.

d.  Referral to the Gaithersburg Student Assistance Program for 

     drug/alcohol assessment and follow-up.

2.  Second Offense: 

a.  Immediate removal from the team and ALL extracurricular

activities for a period of three (3) months from the date of verification.  The suspension period does not include the months of June and July since there are no GHS extracurricular activities during these months.  If the three month period falls after the first contest of the next athletic season, the student will not be permitted to tryout or participate for any teams during that season.

b.  Parent notification.

3.  Third Offense

a.  Immediate suspension from ALL extracurricular activities for one calendar 


     
     year.

b.  Parent notification.

6.  Verified use of tobacco, alcohol, and/or drugs during periods in the school year when the student is not involved in an extracurricular activity will result in a formal assessment of the abuse problem and the treatment program by the principal or principal designee before the student will be allowed to participate in any subsequent extracurricular activity for that school year.

YOU AND YOU PARENT / LEGAL GUARDIAN MUST SIGN THIS FORM AND RETURN THIS PAGE TO YOUR COACH / SPONSOR
GAITHERSBURG HIGH SCHOOL CONTRACT AGREEMENT REGARDING THE USE OF TOBACCO, ALCOHOL, ILLEGAL DRUGS AND/OR CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
I/we have read, understand, and agree to the conditions set forth in the GHS Policy Statement Regarding Participation in Extracurricular Activities and the Use of Tobacco, Alcohol, and Drugs.

TEAM OR EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY: ____________________

STUDENT’S NAME (PRINT): _________________________________

____________________________________________
______________

(Student signature)




(Date)

____________________________________________
______________

(Parent/Legal Guardian signature)

(Date)

____________________________________________
______________

(Coach/Sponsor signature)



(Date)
THIS FORM MUST BE SIGNED AND RETURNED TO YOUR COACH OR SPONSOR BEFORE YOU WILL BE PERMITTED TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY.
