
S H A D Y  G R O V E  

M I D D L E  S C H O O L 

Coming        
At t ract i ons 

 
 

October  
30th  - End of 1st Marking 

Period  

Halloween Dance  

 

November  
2nd ï No School  

for Students  

 

5th ï6th ðFall Talent Show  

 

11th -  Report Card  

Distribution,  

Half Day for Students,  

Parent -Teacher  

Conferences  
 

12th - Half Day for Students  

~ A Message from the Principal ~ 

Shady Grove Matters 
O C T O B E R  2 3 ,  2 0 0 9  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  4   

"We must always go the 
second mile. When we go 

the first mile, we simply 
do what is required of us. 

It is when we go the sec-
ond mile that excellence 

is achieved and minor 
miracles happen."  

 
 -Deborah McGriff   

A Message from Ms. Davison  

 
In my first newsletter article, I shared with you that, ñThis 
year will prove to be one of social, emotional but most of all 
academic growth for your son or daughter.ò During the first 
week of school, I also shared the same sentiment with the 
seventh grade students.  In September, that phrase 
seemed to be empty words to many of the students, now it 
is coming to fruition.  Of the 190 seventh grade students,--
152 are taking Advanced English 7, 69 are taking IM, 19 are 
taking Math 7 Plus, 59 are taking algebra, 80 are taking 
foreign language and 2 are taking geometry.  Of all the 
advanced courses the students are enrolled in, algebra, 
geometry and foreign language are high school credit bear-
ing courses.  Six of seven periods in the majority of the 
seventh grade studentsô schedules include academic 
courses that are at an honors level.  I am extremely proud 
that the seventh grade class has this opportunity and is 
willing to be exposed to advanced course work that is rigor-
ous and challenging.  Daily, students are meeting the de-

mands of the class and continuously rise to the expecta-
tions articulated by their teachers.  
   

With such a large jump with the number of academic 

classes and the increased rigor, Mrs. Brecher and I have 

encountered many students who are having difficulty bal-

ancing their academics and extra- curricular activities, 

studying, and not becoming over whelmed with their work.  I 

affectionately refer to the above ñsymptomsò as, The Sev-

enth Grade Slump. With the seventh grade teachers, Mrs. 

Brecher has worked with many students to balance some of 

the time they are spending studying and completing home 

assignments.  Mrs. Brecher has also discussed with stu-

dents how to advocate for themselves and become more 

independent learners and participants in the learning proc-

ess.  Because of this, students are evolving out of The  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Hello Timber Wolf Students, Par-
ents, and Staff: 
 
Do you (parents) know what ques-
tions to ask your child's teacher?  
 
When you ask:  

¶ ñ How is my child doing?ò  

¶ ñIs he/she behaving?ò  
 
You may really need to ask: 

¶ ñIs my child asking clarify-
ing questions and giving 
thoughtful answers in 
class?ò  

¶ ñIs my child reading at the 
appropriate level and is my 

child progressing academi-
cally towards the advanced 
level?ò   

 
These are clarifying questions that 
allow parents to specifically know 
where children are progressing and 
provides teachers the opportunity 
to give effective and timely feed-
back about students. Beyond what 
you will find on Edline. These types 
of questions are important! These 
are the types of questions to ask! 
 
As we approach the end of October 
and the end of the first marking 
period its also important to reflect 
back on the start of the year and 
look at the progress our students 
have made. By taking a look back 
at this point we can gauge pro-
gress towards meeting rigorous 
goals that will stretch a students 
mind.  
 
For our students that may have a 
specific learning disability, MCPS 
will be providing informational 
meetings. The Parent Academy 

has scheduled parent workshops at 
Shady Grove Middle School ~ Spe-
cial Education: The Individualized 
Education Plan 10/28/09; Special 
Education: Problem Solving with 
the School, 11/4; and Special Edu-
cation: Monitoring Your Child's 
Progress 11/11/09. Click here for 
more information:  http://
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
departments/parentacademy/ 
 
We hope many parents will take 
the opportunity to join us for our 
November Parent Teacher Confer-
ences. If you cannot make a con-
ference, please email your child's 
teacher a clarifying question about 
a class or 
two.  
 
All the best! 
 
~Edward 
Owusu 
 



(Ms. Davison Message Continued from Page 1) 

Seventh Grade Slump and are well on their way to completing the first quarter confident, capable and with 

strategies to accomplish their goals for the remainder of the school year.  If you find that your child is experi-

encing any characteristics of The Seventh Grade Slump, here are a few things you can try at home: 

1. Check Edline to review grades with your child.  This starts the conversation about work and what 
some of their celebrations and frustrations might be. 

2. Come up with different ways to study.  It is always good to have a bank of different study methods 
that are matched with the appropriate content and specific assessment. 

3. Review your childôs planner.  See how much homework they are receiving and in which classes.  This will help with dividing the amount of 
time spent on a specific subject. 

4. Create a schedule for your child to follow when they come from school and/or their extra-curricular activities.  Structure helps students re-
main on task and see how much time they are spending on certain assignments. 

5. Contact your childôs teacher.  If you have questions, please email or call the teacher.  Each teacher can provide you with specific information 

regarding your childôs performance and ways you can further support their mastery of the content. 

You can also contact Mrs. Brecher or I should you have additional questions. 
Remember, this is a partnership.  My goal as well as all of the seventh grade teachers, is for your child to succeed at the highest academic level possi-
ble.  You are a huge piece to the puzzle and your support is key in making this happen! We make a difference together by ensuring your child has a 
successful school year and will, Go Beyond Expectations! 
 
If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me via email, Dana_E_Davison@mcpsmd.org, or phone, 301-548-7540. 
 
~Mrs. Davison, Principal Intern & Seventh Grade Administrator 

Sixth Grade News 
 

A Message from Mr. Ajamian  

 
Dear Sixth Grade Parents and Guardians, 
  
As today unfolded, I was constantly re-
minded of how dependent we all are on one another. Whether speaking with a student about his relationship with a teacher, a parent about an unex-
pected illness and the effects on the family, a teacher who is searching for some way to motivate a student who continues to act challengingly, or teach-
ers working with other teachers, one theme kept reoccurring: we all are at our best when we are functioning as a team.  
  
Each one of us has probably endured a difficult trial through which we felt we were entirely alone. Truth be told, whether we recognized it or not, some-
one helped us through this difficult time and without their help, we would not have made it through the trial. Not one of us has made it to where we are 
without the help of others. 
  
If there is one lesson that I could wish for all my sixth grade students to learn, it would be to seek and accept the help that is so readily available in our 
staff. Teachers and all our SGMS staff are special peopleðcommitted to seeking out the good in every child and getting him / her to believe that they 
can learn and accomplish anything. Please take some time to discuss with your child the importance of trusting their teachers and taking the initiative to 
seek their help. Encourage your child to connect with at least one staff member in the building. No one makes it through life without the help of others. 

The sooner and the better we learn this lesson, the more of our dreams we will accomplish. 
  
 
~Mr. Ajamian Assistant School Administrator and Sixth Grade Administrator (301 - 548 - 7540) 

Physical Education Student of the Month 
Every month each PE teacher chooses an exceptional student who demonstrates good sportsman-
ship, leadership skills, independence and cooperation. These students also always participate in 
class, follow instructions and perform to the best of their ability.  The students who have earned the 
student of the month for September are: 
 
6th graders: Megan Mitchell, Marqel Simpkins, and Xavier Perreault, 
7th graders: Chiheb Aouachria and Derrick Akuoko 
8th graders: Stephen Hahm, Cerys Owen, and Sam Kibbe. 
 
~Ms. Martin, Physical Education Teacher 

mailto:Dana_E_Davison@mcpsmd.org
http://www.asianweek.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/kumon1.png


P A G E  3  

ñIs my child reading 
at the appropriate 
level and is my child 
progressing 
academically towards 
the advanced level?ò   
 

~ Mr. Edward Owusu  

Every two weeks 

we will spotlight a 

member of the 

Shady Grove 

òFamilyó. 

S H A D Y  G R O V E  M A T T E R S  

  
Students gain CITIZENSHIP SKILLS from high quality  

service learning. 

 
All SSL activities must be documented on MCPS 
Form 560-51, Student Service Learning Activity 
Verification and turned in to the school SSL 
coordinator according to timelines. 
 
Students should keep copies of all SSL documents that they turn into the school or 
community representatives.     
 
Organizations and opportunities not listed at www.mcpsssl.org must be pre approved 
using MCPS Form 560-50, Request for SSL Preapproval. 
 
Students may address hunger and homelessness in Montgomery County by pre-
paring bag lunches and dinners in their homes for delivery to homeless facilities.  
This is an exception to the guideline that all service must occur in a public place.  
Check out the details at the Questions and Answers section at 
www.mcpsssl.org. 

 
Stay aware of ways to become involved in the Montgomery County 

Community Service Day this month. 

Student Service Learning (SSL) Notes 
Give a Little TimeéMake a Big Difference 

THE END 
Next issue:  

Nov. 6, 2009 

Teacher Spotlight: 

Mr. Liburd (RTSE) 

IntroducingéRoy Liburd! Mr. Liburd is the Resource Teacher for Shady Groveôs 
Cluster Program. He comes to us from Julius West Middle School where he was a 
teacher for five years and a paraeducator for five years prior to that.  Mr. Liburd is 
himself a graduate of Montgomery County Public Schools; he attended Richard 
Montgomery High School.  This is Mr. Liburdôs first year as a Resource Teacher 
and he is excited about the challenge and optimistic that he will be able to help the 
students in his program make better decisions. Mr. Liburd is married and consid-
ers his dog, Barkley, his child.  In his spare time, he likes to watch football and 
play sports, especially golf and basketball. 
 

November Conferences 

November Conference Day is fast approaching.  In the next two 

weeks, parents of students whose teachers have academic con-

cerns will be invited to attend a parent/teacher conference.  The 

date for conferences will be Wednesday, November 11, 2009.  

Conferences will start  at 12:30 p.m. and will end at 7:30 p.m.  The 
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demic performance during the first marking period as well as get-

ting feedback from the parent on how staff can help your child be 

successful for the remainder of the school year.  Parents that are 

not invited to a conference can still re
quest a conference but may 

not be guaranteed a timeslot since these conferences are primarily 

by 
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selor in the Counseling Services Office at 301
-548-7534 if needed. 

Our Fall Talent Show is coming up soon! November 5th & 6th 

to be exact. We hope that you will be able to join us and see all 

the wonderful talent our students have to show. See you then! 

http://www.mcpsssl.org
http://www.mcpsssl.org





