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MIDDLE SCHOOL

8100 Midcounty Highway
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

"We must always go the
second mile. When we go
the first mile, we simply
do what is required of us.
It is when we go the sec-
ond mile that excellence
is achieved and minor
miracles happen."

-Deborah McGriff
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~ A Message ifrom the Principal ~

be living by, but this School Improf§

ment Plan, or SIP, will be how we TE
get there. As a school we will stri !
reach the benchmarks and targets S ;
help all of our students reach succ &
Our Administrators, Teachers, Suf .
Staff, Students, and Parents are &
part of this plan and | encourage )
review it and ask any questions yc®
may have. | will be speaking mor
about our School Improvement pl
during the October PTA meeting

Hello Timber Wolf Students, Parer%?ﬁtc’ber 13.
and Staff:

Finally, please be vigilant regardir-'.“‘

This week has flown by! Outdoor &ljc_ients and their postings c_)nline
cation was a blast and the Frontie rﬂghirs,bwe corflsltarfltlyhretrmnd s}
Science & Medicine Day(s) were la - ot N ?areg o Wtﬁ eyrea
ing. Our students had a wonderful gs .ﬁ?}me' ur|ngf e yiar, "
learning about the environment an > WiTl have some form of proy
science. Check out some of the pi hat will give students information
tures frorthe J. Craig Venter InstitupOPEr protocol for this technolog

: : : Ight now it up to parents to help
:an'lﬂgslt%g?ig?]?aﬂon mobile laly orce this. At SGMS students do

have access to online social ne
ing sites such as Facebook. Our §
dents have a face to face network
aite instead!!

Within this newsletter you will see
information regardingSzhool Im-
provement PlaiThis plan provides
roadmap to the initiatives and goals of

the year. Of course our theme of Cﬁﬁlx& agreat we
Beyond Expectations are words we will

ek everyone! Frontiers in Science & Medicing

~Edward Owusu

Shady Grove Middle School

A Message from Ms. Davison perience a day in the life of your child. The quality of
cation your child receives at Shady Grove is like no oth
The two day Life Sciences Event that the seventhegesitty. You often only see the end result of what
students experienced was absolutely AMAZING, telsiay e learned in the form of grades, | encourage yc
least! For two days, students were allowed to pefai in the daily instructional experience and|see
scientists and apply everything they have learned inggign®sl our teachers are and hovGth@&gyond Ex-
class to real life situations. Our Science Departmeeteitlantor your child every day. | look forward to seei
magnificent job, structuring such a fun and educatiza tiyou on Octobér 12
for the seventh grade students. As | watched the students
in the trailer and at the various Johns HopkinsTia® dre approximately three weeks left in the first que
thought how honored | was to be among future SEigstisiparter ends on October Frior to then and
potential Noble Peace Prize winners or the next prsoighiout the school year, | encourage you to freque
discover a cure for a debilitating or incurable diseageh &amk Edline to moni tlor
sure the parents /guardians who served as chapetpagenEdline is a great resource to view assignments
the trip would agree with my sentiments. provides you with a way to review work with your chil
home. I'n addition to EdI|
October s Open House. | am offering an invitagRmt@r on a nightly basis. Within the planner, home
ALL seventh grade parents/guardians to come andsigaihahts for each class period are recorded. If|a tea
|l east one of your <chil|ldés classes on this da
provides an opportunity for you to visit the school and ex- (Continued on page 2




Sixth Grade News
Dear Sixth Grade Parents and Guardians,

WOW! What an unforgettable experience! We just finished our week of Outdoor Education with all our sixdhogoedens ahthie pnose

memor abl e experiences in all our | ives. The students were wol

I We sharpened our map and compass reading skills during Orienteering.

9  We investigated various factors involved in maintaining the delicate balance in a food chain during Predator Prey.

I  We developed communication skills, a better understanding of teamworkstterngandéifist in one another on tite@mn
Course.

I We captured and analyzed some different specimens during our investigation of the Chesapeake Bay waterstedrsystein during
Studies classes.

9 We competed hard and cheered even harder during the Wacky Relays.

T We sat around our Campfire and roasted some DEEELI ClI OUS

T wWe all |l earned how to do Line Dances and vithleamirtghtedanked [ s 0 me
step.)

I  We learned how to identify different celestial bodies and constellations during our visit to the Planetarium.

9 Shady Grove Idol was the bomb! Our students pulled out all the stops and acted, sang, and danced perform@aeed that'even Sim

would have appreciated.

9 Kitchen Patrol duty was a huge success. After this week, every sixth grade parent can expect their chiteblesaftené\adear the
meal. (That alone is worth every penny of the Outdoor Education fee.)

Planning and executing a successful Outdoor Education experience is a monumental task. Thank you to our desand_bEders, Mrs. Mo
Teixeira, for the countless hours they poured into this experience. Following their lead was a host of stedflyngaviecup Wierdetie,
their familiesd6 time and some much deserved sankewtpaltheparentsdrelr t
family members who volunteered to chaperone one or more day, evening or night shifts to make this oppostudétntpo€sibist fideats
benefited greatly because of all your sacrifices. At the risk of sounding too sentimental, one of {hredootdfoadidosr Education is
seeing all of the relationships that are forged and nurtured throughout the week. As a class, we have dgtinitelipstatined tris ex-
perience.

As the flu season approaches its peak, | ask all our parents to review diligently with their children ghirtlbéoerithz fealdnts should
exercise in order to avoid falling ill. Students should be eating balanced meals, getting plenty of reseneragtisinggtueiriyands regu-
larly, and seeking medical attention when they become ill.

All parents should have received an interim report for their child on WednesdayfhOcidbgr @ctober8 Pl ease revi ew yo
report with him/her and follow up any quest i oatathgrddinetaccaust. Ifwi t
you have any questions please email Ms. DelD#drgeaat Jorge@ mcpsmd.org

Thank you to all our parents who were able to make it to Open House on Motd&ye @wokeralfor your endless support.

When you have a moment, please take some ti me tshkaclréymgdquestorut t
or to simply thank them for their daily work, | know your communication will be much appreciated.

Sincerely,
Mr. Ajamian

~Mr. Ajamian Assistant School Administrator and Sixth Grade Administrator

(Ms. Davison Message Continued from Page 1)
does not assign homewor k, N o

f ned should be wr i tteninhe plamven please tofnoty
hesitate to contact your chil dés

teachers.

Fluid communication between the school and home helps your child see us as a team, working together forrdmal atedessc aid peke a
difference together by ensuring your child has a successful schoolge@gmahd/iixpectations!

If you have questions or concerns during the school year, please feel free to contetnmetvi®ewmsiln @ mcpsmapphone, 3GU87540.

~Principal Intern & Seventh Grade Administratc

High school magnet application materials for the IB at Richard Montgomery, and the Whole
School Magnet at Poolesville are available to Grade 8 students via this link
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/

PEAC information at MAGRUDER HIGH SCHOOL is also available via this link
http://mww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/magruderhs/PEAC.html
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Teacher Spotlight:

Ms. Chaimson (English)

Please welcome Ms. Krista Chaimson, our newest 8th grade English
teacherMs . Chai msonb6s joins the Sh;ad
energy and enthusia§hecomes to us after being aatfagme

mothetoher two sons, Gregory and Joshua who are currently attendmg
Blake High School and Briggs Chaney Middle School r@spsoetilldie.
her tenth yetgaching English and she has weitkestudents ranging in
age from elementary school to high siedthrilled to have the oppor-
tunity to work with so many amazing students and stafiath®GMS.

spare time, she loves camping, hiking, and spending time at the beach e
cially with a good bobkt fun, she loves capturing life's special moments in
writing and sharing her work with family andSherdspes to inspire her
students to feel the savag aboutading and writing. |

Every two weeks
we will spotlight a
member of the
Shady Grove
oFamilybo.

Your child's academic achievements may have qualified him/her for the Johns ®
Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth (CTY) Talent Search. Check it
@out here: http://www.cty.jhu.edu/

NnGo Beyon

Expectations for
._

PICTURE DAY IS COMING!!!
Dress nicely and look you best everyday, but especially on October 13th!!!

your child

everyday.

RBEUERREVES S vy e a Little Ti

Students gain CITIZENSHIP SKILLS from high quality
service learning.

All SSL activities must be documented on MCPSFhSwaet
Service Learning Activity Verifiaatidarned in to the school SSL
dinator according to timelines.

Students work together to
recycle supplies

Students should keep copies of all SSL documents that they turn into the school or community rep

Organizations and opportunities not lgted.aicpsssl.armist be pre approved using MCPS Fes) 560
Request for SSL Preapproval.

Students may address hunger and homelessness in Montgomery County by preparing bag lunche
their homes for delivery to homeless facilities. This is an exception to the guideline that all service
public place. Check out the details at the Questions and Answerarsectopsstl.org

Stay aware of ways to become involved in the Montgomery County Community Service Day this m

HE EN

Next issue:
Oct. 23, 2009

Outdoor Education will run from
October 59, 2009

SHADY GROVE MATTERS
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Student and Stakeholder Focus

Based on the analysis of data on student

achievement and stakeholder feedback, t

priority goals of our SIP will focus on:

1 Improvement in academic achieveme
specifically in math and reading.

1 Increased participation in accelerated
courses.

Minimum Increases Needed (%)

Math Reading

FARMS 2.8 FARMS

Special 221 Special

Education Education

Limited English
Proficiency
Hispanic

Faculty and Staff Focus

1 Middle School Reform Initiatives
o Rigor
A Feedback
A Critical Thinking

o0 Adolescent Learner

o Collaboration
Diversity/Equity
Equitable Practices
Communicating High Expectations
Students

Process Management
KFTAs
Weekly ILT meetings
Monthly SIP reviews
Monthly dataviews in teams,
departments
Biweekly meetings with content
specialists and team leaders
Cohort collaborative work
Collaborative planning cycle
Quarterly GT student performance
reviews

Shady Grove Middle School
School Improvement Plan (SIP) 2009

Leadership
The school leadership team, along with parents al
members of our stakeholder groups, analyze schoo

deter mi ne t he school 6s

communicated to staff through staff meetings al
development team sessions, tatpateough therbonthly
principal updaghady Grove Matte®B&MS web page, P

meetings and The Howler Newsletter, and to student
their Connect Time classes. All staff continuously com
the vision, mission, core values, expectattbnzogress
regarding school goals and objectives through the d
meetings, weekly subject alike planning meetiegkly
subject alike data monitoring meetings, -arekklp
department meetings.

Strategic PlanniigGoals and Measures
Goals:

T 2010

Organizational Performance Results

2008 Targets (AMO)
2009 Targets (AMO)
2010 Targets (AMO)

Math

57.2%
64.3%
71.4%

Reading
71.1%
75.9%
80.8%

MATH

READING

Subgroup

% Proficient / Advanced

% Proficient / Advanced

2006

2007

2008 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

All

73

73

78 71 77 88 88

African American

46

49

50

Asian

91

87

Hispanic

64

53

White

89

86

FARMS

56

41>

SPED

44

30+

LEP

57

28+

*Areas Not Met

1. By June 2010, students at Shady Grove Middle School will demonstrate increased acade

in math, as measured by:

a. Meeting and exceeding the 2010 Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) target of

for all subgroups.

b. Meeting and exceegthe 2010 MCPS performance target of 73.7% successful co

Algebra | by Grade 8 for all subgroups.

80.8% in reading for all subgroups.

While continuing to improve academic achievement for all students, the priority nee@@t6.gre for [

By June 2010, students at Shady Grove Middle School will demonstrate increased acade
in reading, as measured by meeting anchexteegd10 Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) tH

Minimum Increases Needed (%)

Math

Reading

FARMS [ 2.8 FARMS

Special Education [ 22.1 Special Education

Limited English Proficiency

Hispanic

Actions Steps:

Action Step*

Middle School Reform Initiatives

Race & Equity

Literacy Plan

Mathematics & Algebra 1 Plan

Student Support Plans

School Climate
a. Parent Involvement

b. Positive Student Interaction & Student Wellne]

*See attached Action Plans

+Areas met through Safe Harbor

Measurement, Analysis, and Knowledge
Management

[u—

TLT O3 TR

Math and English formative and sum
assessment data

MARPRR data

Interim and marking period grades
GPAs

Ineligibility data

Suspension data

Referral data

Algebra enrollment and completion dat
Advanced level courses enrollment a

success data

Attendance data

Stakeholder survey data

KFTA results

Articulation data

Shady Grove Academy data
Intervention course data

Study Island data

Target i dedatapoints ed
Fasst Math Data

Update®/29/09



Shady Grove Middle School Redland Middle School
8100 Midcounty Highway 6505 Muncaster Mill Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877 Rockville, Maryland 20855

October 2009
Dear Parents/ Guardians:

Though school has just begun, eighth grade students, parents and teachers should begin to think about the
transition from middle to high school. Middle and high schools will soon start the articulation process and
students will hear more information about registering for ninth grade classes. The articulation process for
high schools with advanced and enriched instructional programs begins earlier than others due to the rigorous
and competitive application process.

Shady Grove and Redland Middle School would like to support parents as much as possible with their decision
making process. Because of this, we will be hostingdwanced High School Informational Nigfdr eighth

grade parents from Shady Grove and Redland Middle Schools. This meeting will take place on Wednesday,
October 14, 2009 from 7:00 pm:00 pm at Shady Grove Middle School in the cafeteria. This evening will
KAIKEAIKG al IANHZRSNI I A3dK {OK22fQa t 9!/ {OK2fl NE t NP
FNR a2yiG32YSNE | A3K {OK22fQa L. tNRINIYOD {GFFF Y
the rigorous course offerings and discuss the application process.

¢tKAA SOSyYyAy3d Aa I 62YyR
jdzSaadAz2ya FyR YI1S |y
tend.

LT &2dz KF@S Fye lidSadazya NB3IFNRAy3d dkra yraki[
eighth grade guidance counselor, Shady Grove Middle Schoeh481540 or Redland Middle School, 301
840-4680.

Sincerely,

Edward Owusu Robert Sinclair Jr.
Principal, Shady Grove Middle School Principal, Redland Middle School

Advanced High School Informational Night

{ KIFRé DNRZS 9 wSRfilyR aARRfS {OK22faQ t J
Take an evening to find out more information abowt I I NHzZRSNJ | A 3K {
t9!/ {OK2fIl NAR tNRINIYZI t22fSagattsS 1 A13 {
az2yi32YSNE | A3K {OK22fQa L. tNRINIYOD

When: Wednesday, October 14, 2009, 7109:00 pm
Where: Shady Grove Middle School, 8100 Midcounty Highway




EL GRUPO ESCOLAR DE
MAGRUDER HIGH SCHOOL

MAGRUDER HS, REDLAND MS, S HADY GROVE MS,
CANDLEWOOD ES, CASHELL ES, FLOWER HILL ES,
MiLL CREEK TOWNE ES, RESNIK ES, SEQUOYAH ES

Desayuno para Padres Hispanos

Estan invitados a participar en nuestro evento
el sabado, 24 de octubre, 2009
a las 8:30 a.m.
en la Cafeteria de Magruder High School
5939 Muncaster Mill Road
Rockville, MD 20855

Objetivos del evento:

1 Conocer el grupo de directores del area, alumnos y los padres

Enterarse sobre los recursos disponibles para los padres y los estudi-
antes
Como ayudar a sus hijos a tener éxito en la escuela

iPremios de Rifas/
i Cuidado disponible para  nifios!



