
S H A D Y  G R O V E  

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  

C oming        
At t ra c t i ons  

 
 

October  

12th - Columbus Day 

(Open House) 

 

13th - Picture Day and 

PTA meeting 

 

14th—Sports 

 

16th - No School  

For Students 

 

19th - 23rd - Book 

Fair 

 

~ A Message from the Principal ~ 

Shady Grove Matters 
O C T O B E R  9 ,  2 0 0 9  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  3   

"We must always go the 
second mile. When we go 

the first mile, we simply 
do what is required of us. 

It is when we go the sec-
ond mile that excellence 

is achieved and minor 
miracles happen." 

 
 -Deborah McGriff  

A Message from Ms. Davison  

 
The two day Life Sciences Event that the seventh grade 
students experienced was absolutely AMAZING, to say the 
least!  For two days, students were allowed to become 
scientists and apply everything they have learned in science 
class to real life situations.  Our Science Department did a 
magnificent job, structuring such a fun and educational trip 
for the seventh grade students.  As I watched the students 
in the trailer and at the various Johns Hopkins labs, I 
thought how honored I was to be among future scientists, 
potential Noble Peace Prize winners or the next person to 
discover a cure for a debilitating or incurable disease.   I am 
sure the parents /guardians who served as chaperones on 
the trip would agree with my sentiments.  
 
October 12th is Open House.  I am offering an invitation to 
ALL seventh grade parents/guardians to come and visit at 
least one of your childôs classes on this day.  Open House 
provides an opportunity for you to visit the school and ex-

perience a day in the life of your child.  The quality of edu-
cation your child receives at Shady Grove is like no other in 
the county.  You often only see the end result of what your 
child has learned in the form of grades, I encourage you to 
partake in the daily instructional experience and see how 
masterful our teachers are and how they, Go Beyond Ex-
pectations for your child every day.  I look forward to seeing 
each of you on October 12th. 
   
There are approximately three weeks left in the first quarter.  
First quarter ends on October 30th.  Prior to then and 
throughout the school year, I encourage you to frequently 
check Edline to monitor your childôs assignments and 
grades.  Edline is a great resource to view assignments and 
provides you with a way to review work with your child at 
home. In addition to Edline, please also review your childôs 
planner on a nightly basis.  Within the planner, home as-
signments for each class period are recorded.  If a teacher 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Hello Timber Wolf Students, Parents, 
and Staff: 
 
This week has flown by! Outdoor Edu-
cation was a blast and the Frontiers in 
Science & Medicine Day(s) were amaz-
ing. Our students had a wonderful time 
learning about the environment and 
science. Check out some of the pic-
tures from the J. Craig Venter Institute 
and MdBio Foundation mobile labs 
event on the right.  
 
Within this newsletter you will see 
information regarding our School Im-
provement Plan. This plan provides a 
roadmap to the initiatives and goals of 
the year. Of course our theme of Going 
Beyond Expectations are words we will 

be living by, but this School Improve-
ment Plan, or SIP, will be how we will 
get there. As a school we will strive to 
reach the benchmarks and targets to 
help all of our students reach success. 
Our Administrators, Teachers, Support 
Staff, Students, and Parents are all a 
part of this plan and I encourage you to 
review it and ask any questions you 
may have. I will be speaking more 
about our School Improvement plan 
during the October PTA meeting on 
October 13.  
 
Finally, please be vigilant regarding our 
students and their postings online. As 
teachers, we constantly remind stu-
dents to be careful of what they read 
and post online. During the year, 
SGMS will have some form of program 
that will give students information about 
proper protocol for this technology, but 
right now it up to parents to help en-
force this. At SGMS students do not 
have access to online social network-
ing sites such as Facebook. Our stu-
dents have a face to face networking 
site instead!! 
 
Have a great week everyone! 
                                ~Edward Owusu 
 

Frontiers in Science & Medicine 

Day at  

Shady Grove Middle School 



(Ms. Davison Message Continued from Page 1) 
does not assign homework, ñNoneò should be written down.  If you have questions about assignments, grades or information written in the planner, please do not 
hesitate to contact your childôs teachers.  
 
Fluid communication between the school and home helps your child see us as a team, working together for their academic and personal success.  We make a 
difference together by ensuring your child has a successful school year and will, Go Beyond Expectations! 
 
If you have questions or concerns during the school year, please feel free to contact me via email, Dana_E_Davison@mcpsmd.org, or phone, 301-548-7540. 
 

~Principal Intern & Seventh Grade Administrator 
 

 

A Message from Mr. Ajamian  

 
Dear Sixth Grade Parents and Guardians, 
 
WOW! What an unforgettable experience! We just finished our week of Outdoor Education with all our sixth graders and it proved to be one of the most 
memorable experiences in all our lives. The students were wonderful! During the weeké 

¶ We sharpened our map and compass reading skills during Orienteering.  

¶ We investigated various factors involved in maintaining the delicate balance in a food chain during Predator Prey. 

¶ We developed communication skills, a better understanding of teamwork, stronger self-esteem, and trust in one another on the Confidence 
Course. 

¶ We captured and analyzed some different specimens during our investigation of the Chesapeake Bay watershed system during our Stream 
Studies classes. 

¶ We competed hard and cheered even harder during the Wacky Relays. 

¶ We sat around our Campfire and roasted some DEEELICIOUS Sômores (and the kids just kept on asking for some more). 

¶ We all learned how to do Line Dances and ñthe Jerkò (some of our staff felt far more comfortable than others did  with learning that dance 
step.) 

¶ We learned how to identify different celestial bodies and constellations during our visit to the Planetarium. 

¶ Shady Grove Idol was the bomb! Our students pulled out all the stops and acted, sang, and danced performances that even Simon Cowell 
would have appreciated. 

¶ Kitchen Patrol duty was a huge success. After this week, every sixth grade parent can expect their child to set and clear the tables after every 
meal. (That alone is worth every penny of the Outdoor Education fee.)  

Planning and executing a successful Outdoor Education experience is a monumental task. Thank you to our Team Leaders, Mrs. Moore and Ms. 
Teixeira, for the countless hours they poured into this experience. Following their lead was a host of staff members who selflessly gave up their time, 
their familiesô time and some much deserved sleep in order to support this endeavor. Lastly, but most certainly not least, thank you to all the parents and 
family members who volunteered to chaperone one or more day, evening or night shifts to make this opportunity possible for our students. Our students 
benefited greatly because of all your sacrifices. At the risk of sounding too sentimental, one of the most precious bi-products of Outdoor Education is 
seeing all of the relationships that are forged and nurtured throughout the week. As a class, we have definitely matured and grown closer from this ex-
perience. 
 
As the flu season approaches its peak, I ask all our parents to review diligently with their children all the various healthy practices that students should 
exercise in order to avoid falling ill. Students should be eating balanced meals, getting plenty of rest, practicing good hygiene, washing their hands regu-
larly, and seeking medical attention when they become ill. 
 
All parents should have received an interim report for their child on Wednesday, October 7th or Thursday, October 8th. Please review your childôs interim 
report with him/her and follow up any questions you have with your childôs teacher(s). Parents should have received and activated their Edline account. If 
you have any questions please email Ms. Deb Jorge at Deborah_Jorge@mcpsmd.org.  
 
Thank you to all our parents who were able to make it to Open House on Monday, October 12th. We thank you for your endless support. 
 
When you have a moment, please take some time to reach out to your childôs sixth grade teacher. Whether you contact them to ask a clarifying question 
or to simply thank them for their daily work, I know your communication will be much appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Ajamian 
 
~Mr. Ajamian Assistant School Administrator and Sixth Grade Administrator 

Sixth Grade News 

 
High school magnet application materials for the IB at Richard Montgomery, and the Whole 
School Magnet at Poolesville are available to Grade 8 students via this link  
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/ 
PEAC information at MAGRUDER HIGH SCHOOL is also available via this link  
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/magruderhs/PEAC.html 

mailto:Dana_E_Davison@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Deborah_Jorge@mcpsmd.org


P A G E  3  

ñGo Beyond 

Expectations for 

your child 

everyday.ò 

~ Ms. Dana Davison  

Every two weeks 

we will spotlight a 

member of the 

Shady Grove 

òFamilyó. 

S H A D Y  G R O V E  M A T T E R S  

  
Students gain CITIZENSHIP SKILLS from high quality  

service learning. 

 
All SSL activities must be documented on MCPS Form 560-51, Student 
Service Learning Activity Verification and turned in to the school SSL coor-
dinator according to timelines. 
 
Students should keep copies of all SSL documents that they turn into the school or community representatives.     
 
Organizations and opportunities not listed at www.mcpsssl.org must be pre approved using MCPS Form 560-50, 
Request for SSL Preapproval. 
 
Students may address hunger and homelessness in Montgomery County by preparing bag lunches and dinners in 
their homes for delivery to homeless facilities.  This is an exception to the guideline that all service must occur in a 
public place.  Check out the details at the Questions and Answers section at www.mcpsssl.org. 
 
Stay aware of ways to become involved in the Montgomery County Community Service Day this month. 

Student Service Learning (SSL) Notes 
Give a Little TimeéMake a Big Difference 

Outdoor Education will run from  

October 5-9, 2009 

THE END 
Next issue:  

Oct. 23, 2009 

Teacher Spotlight: 

Ms. Chaimson (English) 

Please welcome Ms. Krista Chaimson, our newest 8th grade English 
teacher!  Ms. Chaimsonôs joins the Shady Grove Middle School Family with 
energy and enthusiasm.  She comes to us after being a stay-at-home 
mother to her two sons, Gregory and Joshua who are currently attending 
Blake High School and Briggs Chaney Middle School respectively. This will be 
her tenth year teaching English and she has worked with students ranging in 
age from elementary school to high school.  She is thrilled to have the oppor-
tunity to work with so many amazing students and staff at SGMS.  In her 
spare time, she loves camping, hiking, and spending time at the beach, espe-
cially with a good book!  For fun, she loves capturing life's special moments in 
writing and sharing her work with family and friends.  She hopes to inspire her 
students to feel the same way about reading and writing. 
 

Your child's academic achievements may have qualified him/her for the Johns 

Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth (CTY) Talent Search. Check it 

out here: http://www.cty.jhu.edu/  

PICTURE DAY IS COMING!!!  

Dress nicely and look you best everyday, but especially on October 13th!!! 

http://www.mcpsssl.org
http://www.mcpsssl.org
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Shady Grove Middle School       Redland Middle School 
8100 Midcounty Highway       6505 Muncaster Mill Road 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877       Rockville, Maryland 20855 
 
      October 2009 
 
Dear Parents/ Guardians: 
 
Though school has just begun, eighth grade students, parents and teachers should begin to think about the 
transition from middle to high school.  Middle and high schools will soon start the articulation process and 
students will hear more information about registering for ninth grade classes.  The articulation process for 
high schools with advanced and enriched instructional programs begins earlier than others due to the rigorous 
and competitive application process.  
 
Shady Grove and Redland Middle School would like to support parents as much as possible with their decision 
making process.  Because of this, we will be hosting an Advanced High School Informational Night for eighth 
grade parents from Shady Grove and Redland Middle Schools.  This meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009 from 7:00 pm- 9:00 pm at Shady Grove Middle School in the cafeteria.  This evening will 
ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ aŀƎǊǳŘŜǊ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ t9!/ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ tƻƻƭŜǎǾƛƭƭŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ aŀƎƴŜǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘπ
ŀǊŘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ L. tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  {ǘŀŦŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ 
the rigorous course offerings and discuss the application process.   
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŀǎƪ 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ Řƻ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŀǘπ
tend.   
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ 
eighth grade guidance counselor, Shady Grove Middle School, 301-548-7540 or Redland Middle School, 301-
840-4680. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
  Edward Owusu     Robert Sinclair Jr.  
  Principal, Shady Grove Middle School  Principal, Redland Middle School  
   
 
 
  

 
 

 
{ƘŀŘȅ DǊƻǾŜ ϧ wŜŘƭŀƴŘ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎΥ  
Take an evening to find out more information aboutτaŀƎǊǳŘŜǊ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
t9!/ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ tƻƻƭŜǎǾƛƭƭŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ aŀƎƴŜǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ L. tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  
 
When:  Wednesday, October 14, 2009, 7:00 ς 9:00 pm  
Where:  Shady Grove Middle School, 8100 Midcounty Highway 



EELL   GRUPOGRUPO   EESCOLARSCOLAR   DEDE   

MM AGRUDERAGRUDER   HH IGHIGH   SS CHOOLCHOOL   
  

MM AGRUDERAGRUDER   HS, RHS, R EDLANDEDLAND   MS, SMS, S HADYHADY   GGROVEROVE   MS, MS,   

CC ANDLEWOODANDLEWOOD   ES, CES, C ASHELLASHELL   ES, FES, F LOWERLOWER   HH ILLILL   ES, ES,   

MM ILLILL   CC REEKREEK   TTOWNEOWNE   ES, RES, R ESNIKESNIK   ES, SES, S EQUOYAHEQUOYAH   ES ES  

  

Desayuno para Padres HispanosDesayuno para Padres Hispanos  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Están invitados a participar en nuestro evento  
el sábado, 24 de octubre, 2009  

a las 8:30 a.m.  
en la Cafetería de Magruder High School  

5939 Muncaster Mill Road  
Rockville, MD 20855  

 
 

 Objetivos del evento:       
¶ Conocer el grupo de directores del area, alumnos y los padres  

¶ Enterarse sobre los recursos disponibles para los padres y los estudi-
antes  

¶ Cómo ayudar a sus hijos a tener éxito en la escuela  
 

 
 

¡Premios de Rifas!  

¡Cuidado disponible para  niños!  


