
S H A D Y  G R O V E  

M I D D L E  S C H O O L 

Coming        
A t t rac t ions 

 

November  
10th ð PTA Meeting  

 

11th -  Report Card  

Distribution,  

Half Day for Students,  

Parent -Teacher  

Conferences  

 

12th - Half Day for Students  

 

14th ðHOLA Parent  

Breakfast  

 

17-19th ðAwards Assem-

blies  

 

19th  - Winter Sports begin  

 

20th - Make Up Picture Day  

~ A Message from the Principal ~ 

Shady Grove Matters 
N O V E M B E R  6 ,  2 0 0 9  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  5   "We must always go the 

second mile. When we go 
the first mile, we simply 

do what is required of us. 

It is when we go the sec-
ond mile that excellence 

is achieved and minor 
miracles happen."  

 
 -Deborah McGriff   

A Message from Ms. Davison  

 

ñThereôs  no place like home, thereôs no place like 
homeò, so said Dorothy as Glenda the Good Witch 
waved the wand above her head so Dorothy could 
return to her family in Kansas.  If you attended this 
weekôs Fall Talent Show that had the theme of Broad-
way on Midcounty Highway, you received a mini ren-
dition of The Wizard of Oz and The Wiz from the 
SGMS staff.  For our students and staff, there is no 
place like Shady Grove.  
 
For the past twelve years, I have always shared with 
every class of students that school is your home for 
ten months of the year.  Our staff and your children 
spend more time together than they do at their resi-
dential homes.  Because of this, we form a strong 
kinship and a sense of responsibility for one another.  

What one would call family. Because we are a family, 
at Shady Grove we take time to celebrate each 
otherôs accomplishments and provide support when 
going through difficult stages in our lives.  
    
This month, we celebrate successfully completing the 
first quarter of seventh grade.  Students worked very 
hard first quarter and aggressively stood up to the 
challenge of learning various levels of content.  
Teachers taught with their hearts and souls to ensure 
each seventh grade student was ready to move into 
quarter two.  The fruits of the teachersô and studentsô 
labor will show on their report cards which will be 
available on November 11, 2009, which is also an 
early release day.  Counselors are currently in the 
process of scheduling parent conferences with some  
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Hello Timber Wolf Students, Par-
ents, and Staff: 
 
The first quarter has come to a 
close and our students have 
smoothly moved onto the second 
quarter. Along the way much has 
been accomplished. For example 
our Student Government Associa-
tion is off to a great start. They 
along with the Lights, Camera, 
Literacy class have begun the 
morning TV News Show on Friday 
mornings. Its wonderful to see our 
students on the television inter-
viewing staff and students, and 
giving the news of the week to our 

students and faculty. Additionally 
our Fall Sports season has come 
to a close and many, many stu-
dents participated. I was happy to 
watch our girls softball, boys soft-
ball and...closest to my back-
ground, cross country sports take 
on other teams from around the 
county. The Winter sports season 
will begin November 19th. Addi-
tionally clubs and activities have 
taken off. We have had book fairs, 
field trips, a pep rally, Spaghetti 
Dinner, and more. (Club informa-
tionðClick here: http://
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
schools/shadygrovems/PTA/
documents/club_list.pdf 
 ) The 6th, 7th, and 8th grade 
Awards Assemblies will be held on 
November 17th, 18th, and 19th 
respectively. We hope to see many 
parents in attendance as we honor 
students for their hard work and 
achievement academically.  
 
As you will read in this newsletter, 
there is much more that is going 
on. Our Fall Talent Show will come 

to a close this Friday. Our stu-
dents, staff, and parents put in 
many hours of work to bring this 
show into production. Kudos to 
them for all their hard work.  
 
Instructionally teachers are con-
tinuing to go beyond expectations. 
In the next issue I will provide news 
of whatôs going on in the class-
room. 
 
In closing, I would like to continue 
to thank you for your trust in edu-
cating and caring for your children. 
They are great kids and are thriv-
ing here at ñthe Groveò. 
 
All the best! 
 
~Edward Owusu 
 



 
(Messages from Ms. Davison Continued from Page 1) 

 

families on November 11th as well.  If you have not received a phone call and wish to have a conference  
 
with your childôs teachers, please contact Mrs. Brecher via email, Alison_B_Brecher@mcpsmd.org or phone  
301-548-7540, to arrange a meeting.  
 
We also celebrate academic achievement at our First Quarter Awards Assembly which will be held on 
Wednesday, November 18, 2009 at 8:00.  Parents, please plan to attend.  It is wonderful to watch our stu-
dents receive accolades for their diligence and for their peers to celebrate their friendôs accomplishments.   
 
Daily, I try to ensure that unlike Dorothy, there is never a time when students feel displaced, have to find a bond with another family or wish to be at home.  
Shady Grove is their home and at home, you are always welcome and comfortable.  When your child leaves in the morning, please know that they enter 
another home where they are treated and taught as if they are the son or daughter of each staff member they encounter in this building.  I thank you along 
with the seventh grade staff members for the trust you place in us daily to educate, stimulate your childôs thoughts, stretch them beyond expectations and 
provide examples of how to transfer all this knowledge into life.  
  
Remember, this is a partnership.  My goal as well as all of the seventh grade teachers, is for your child to succeed at the highest academic level possible.  
You are a huge piece to the puzzle and your support is key in making this happen! We make a difference together by ensuring your child has a successful 
school year and will, Go Beyond Expectations! 
If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me via email, Dana_E_Davison@mcpsmd.org, or phone, 301-548-7540. 
 
~Mrs. Davison, Principal Intern & Seventh Grade Administrator 

 
A Message from Mr. Ajamian  

Dear Sixth Grade Parents and Guardians, 
  
It is hard to believe, but the first quarter of the first year of middle school for our sixth grade students has already come and passed us by. Our sixth 
grade students have started to settle in and adapt to the life of a middle school student. The end of the quarter ushers in some opportunities to collect 
and analyze data about our students' academic performance. I am excited about these opportunities as they always lead to meaningful conversations 
and actions on how to better support student learning throughout our school. 
  
As for our students, they are beginning to discover some of the distractions that reveal themselves in middle school: social pressures, newfound free-
doms associated with switching classes, the challenges of keeping track of the expectations of seven different teachers, and the daily and more personal 
interactions with a larger group of students. These distractions can cause students to lose focus. 
  
As we begin our second quarter, the sixth grade team is committed to honing our students' focus to remain on their academic studies. As a ship that 
sails out to sea, we know that a very slight deviation in direction at the beginning of the journey can result in arriving to a location that is far away from 
our original destination. We will be using our data, resources and relationships to help guide students to make these minor adjustments to course head-
ings.  
  
As you have opportunities to talk and reflect with your child about their adjustment to middle school, we ask that you discuss the importance of maintain-
ing a laser-like focus on learning. In order to be most successful, students need to be able to deflect the distractions that they are encountering and 
focus on the purpose they are with us: maximizing their own learning. With all parties (students, parents, teachers and staff) working together as a team, 
I am confident that our students will achieve academic success that goes Beyond Expectations. 

 
Our first academic awards assembly will be on Tuesday, November 17th at 8:00 a.m. I am excited about this opportunity to 
recognize our students for their efforts and accomplishments. I invite you to join us and I look forward to seeing you.   
 
~Mr. Ajamian Assistant School Administrator and Sixth Grade Administrator (301 - 548 - 7540) 

Physical Education Student of the Month 
Every month each PE teacher chooses an exceptional student who demonstrates good sportsman-
ship, leadership skills, independence and cooperation. These students also always participate in 
class, follow instructions and perform to the best of their ability.  The students who have earned the 
student of the month for September are: 
 
6th graders: Mikael Rabemanajara, Bethany Laffon, and Elise Wellek 
7th graders: Jose Velasquez and Linda Muthiani 
8th graders: Daniel Colocho, Shant Jarian, and Jacqueline Sequeira 
 
~Ms. Martin, Physical Education Teacher 

mailto:Alison_B_Brecher@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Dana_E_Davison@mcpsmd.org


P A G E  3  

ñThe Science Inquiry 
process offers 
students the 
opportunity to ñthink 
like scientistò as they 
investigate scientific 
phenomena.ò   
 

~ Ms. Lanise Stevenson 

Every two weeks 

we will spotlight a 

member of the 

Shady Grove 

òFamilyó. 

S H A D Y  G R O V E  M A T T E R S  

  
Students DEVELOP CIVIC BEHAVIOR from high quality service learning. 

 
Check the SSL information on the report card.  Contact your 
school SSL coordinator with any discrepancies.  Keep cop-
ies of all SSL documentation. 
 
SSL activities help middle school students achieve curricular objectives in Grade 6 science, 
Grade 7 English, and Grade 8 social studies. 
 
High school students enrolled in the National, State, and Local Government course have the 
opportunity to learn about advocacy in semester 1 and 2.  SSL hours are earned for full par-
ticipation in the SSL activities and successful completion of the course. 
 
Students may earn SSL hours with school clubs that focus on service.  Often times the 
service activities involve indirect action.  In indirect action a need is addressed but stu-
dents do not meet the recipients of their service face-to-face.  Examples of indirect service 
activities include collections of food, clothing, and/or hygiene items, fundraising, and 
blood drives. 
 
Plan now to be involved in SSL activities over Winter break.  Look for opportunities on 

the SSL Web site www.mcpsssl.org, listen for opportunities promoted at school, or call 

the Montgomery County Volunteer Center at 240-777-2600.  

Student Service Learning (SSL) Notes 
Give a Little TimeéMake a Big Difference 

THE END 
Next issue:  

Nov. 20, 2009 

Teacher Spotlight: 

Ms. Decker (IM/Algebra/Geometry) 

Please welcome to Shady Grove Middle SchooléMs. Heidi Decker!  Ms. 
Decker comes to SGMS from Winston Churchill HS where she taught Algebra 
1 and Algebra 2 for 9 years. Here at Shady Grove Ms. Decker teaches Alge-
bra, Geometry and Investigations into Mathematics.  Ms. Decker is a graduate 
of Edinboro University of Pennsylvania with degrees in Mathematics and 
Counseling.  She enjoys hiking, whitewater kayaking, and skiing in her spare 
time and likes to travel around the world to see what she can see. 
 

 

 

November Conferences 

November Conference Day is fast approaching.  In the next week, 

parents of students whose teachers have academic concerns will 

be invited to attend a parent/teacher conference.  The date for 

conferences will be Wednesday, November 11, 2009.  Confer-

ences will start  at 12:30 p.m. and will end at 7:30 p.m.  The con-
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demic performance during the first marking period as well as get-

ting feedback from the parent on how staff can help your child be 

successful for the remainder of the school year.  Parents that are 

not invited to a conference can still re
quest a conference but may 

not be guaranteed a timeslot since these conferences are primarily 

by 
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selor in the Counseling Services Office at 301
-548-7534 if needed. 

We will kick-off our first annual school-wide Science Inquiry Conference.  This will be an 
exciting night where students have the opportunity to formally share their own scientific 
discoveries with others.  The Science Inquiry process offers students the opportunity to 
ñthink like scientistsò as they investigate scientific phenomena.  The Science Inquiry Con-
ference will be held on Thursday, February 25, 2010 from 6:00pm to 9:00 pm.  Since the 
Science Inquiry Conference will feature inquiry projects from all three grade levels, the 
conference will be located in the Gymnasium, Cafeteria and the Media Center  

http://www.mcpsssl.org/





