
S H A D Y  G R O V E  

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  

Co m ing        
A t t r a c t io ns  

 

September 
16th—8th Grade Parent 

Meeting (7:00-8:30 PM) 

 

18th—Audition for 2 –pre-

selected Musical Theatre 

(3:00—5:00) 

 

19th—H.O.L.A Parent Meet-

ing (8:00 AM) 

 

21st—Sixth and Seventh 

Grade Family Health & Sexu-

ality Parent Night Meeting 

(7:00 –8:30 PM) 

 

23rd—Back to School 

Night (7:00-9:00 PM) 

 

25th—Back to School Dance 

Welcome Back to School ~ 2009-2010 

Shady Grove Matters 
S E P T E M B E R  1 1 ,  2 0 0 9  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

"We must always go the 
second mile. When we go 
the first mile, we simply 

do what is required of us. 
It is when we go the sec-
ond mile that excellence 
is achieved and minor 

miracles happen." 
 

 -Deborah McGriff  

A Message from Ms. Davison 
 

What a wonderful opening week!  It was exhilarating to feel 
the energy of all the students as they returned to their Shady 
Grove family and friends.  I was happy to see the seventh 
grade students come back to SGMS focused and ready to 
begin a new chapter in their school career.  As students 
entered the building on August 31st, I noticed new and spe-
cial things about each child--different hairstyles, new 
glasses, a change from glasses to contact lenses, braces as 
well as taller and more mature students.  Though each stu-
dent had physically changed in some way over the summer 
months, the desire to learn had not.   
I was glad to know that the seventh grade class was still 
focused on increasing their knowledge base in order to be-
come better students and citizens in society. 
As the seventh grade administrator, it is my pleasure to 
usher your child through the second year of middle school. 
This year will prove to be one of social, emotional but most 

of all academic growth for your son or daughter.  The sev-
enth grade teachers, Mrs. Brecher and I will work with you to 
ensure that your child has an academically challenging 
school year with adequate supports to ensure their success 
and smooth transition to eighth grade.  Our goal is to make 
sure your child can and will, Go Beyond Expectations! 
I do encourage you to attend Back-to-School Night on 
September 23rd at 7:00 pm to meet your childôs teachers 
and learn more about the seventh grade curriculum.     
Fluid communication between the school and home helps 
your child see us as a team, working together for their aca-
demic and personal success.  If you have questions or con-
cerns during the school year, please feel free to contact me 
via email, Dana_E_Davison@mcpsmd.org, or phone, 301-
548-7540. 
 
~Principal Intern & Seventh Grade Administrator 
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A Message 

from the 

Principal  

 
 
 
 

 
Hello Timber Wolf Students, Parents, 
and Staff: 
 
The first two weeks of school at Shady 
Grove have been a whirlwind of activi-
ties. As a school we have jumped right 
into teaching and learning from the 
moment our students stepped off 
school busses and entered the school 
house. We have congratulated stu-
dents for academic honors for last 
yearôs 4th quarter marking period, as 
well as set the roadmap for the rest of 
the year in grade level town meetings. 
So it came as little surprise to our stu-
dents and staff in learning what our 
theme would be this year. A tune that 
will ring true and run through the hearts 
and minds of all stakeholders in this 

building. This year we as a school will 
all óGo Beyond Expectationsõ. We will 
continue to build upon past goals, 
achievements, and benchmark targets 
as we strive for excellence in all we do. 
Our children demand nothing less and 
should expect nothing less. All students 
will improve academically, our pro-
grams in the arts and humanities will 
grow, and our student body will take on 
positive leadership roles in Student 
Government and everyday school 
interactions. Additionally we will con-
tinue to encourage all students to join 
after school clubs, activities and sports. 
And finally we will encourage after 
school enrichment courses in ad-
vanced and on level classes. In this 
way we will take a step forward to 
move beyond the expectations we 
casually set for ourselves.  
 
   In pinpointing targets for our eldest 
statesmen in the building, the eighth 
grade students will be provided infor-
mation throughout the year regarding 
preparing for the journey to 9th grade. 
Students will be prepared academically 
for the challenges of high school as 
well as have advanced knowledge of 
successful practices of students enter-
ing high school and those students 

moving towards advanced classes. Our 
seventh grade students will continue to 
receive rigorous instruction and use 
goal setting techniques to reach higher 
levels of learning. And our youngest 
earthlings, our sixth graders, will be 
indoctrinated into the Shady Grove 
Middle School way of extraordinary 
effort leading to extraordinary results. 
  
We look forward to a positive and pro-
ductive year and expect nothing but the 
best out of our staff and students. We 
look for your support as a school com-
munity, because alone we are incapa-
ble of moving mountains, but together 
we can and will shake up a world.  
 
Thank you for your trust and thank you 
for your children. 
 

~Edward Owusu 
 

Be a part 

from the 

start!  

Join a  

Club or 

Sport   

Today! 

mailto:Dana_E_Davison@mcpsmd.org


A Message from Mr. Ajamian 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians of Our Sixth Grade Students, 
 
The sixth grade class has had a great start to the 2009 ï 2010 school year. Students are settling in and adjusting nicely to the rigors of life as 
a middle school student. Our sixth graders were exceptionally well behaved during our Town Meeting on September 3rd and demonstrated 
unrivaled school spirit during our Pep Rally Assembly on Friday, September 4thðwe definitely caught the attention of the seventh and eighth 
graders! We hope you were able to attend our Outdoor Education Parent Meeting on Wednesday, September 9th. If you still have any ques-
tions, please contact the school. 
 
I would like to update you on upcoming events and invite you to attend the parent meetings scheduled for September. 

Sixth grade students will take MAP-R tests through their English classes on September 15 and 16. If possible, please avoid sched-
uling any appointments on these days and make sure your child gets to school on time and well rested. 

You are invited to our sixth and seventh grade Family Health and Sexuality Parent Meeting Night on Monday, September 21st from 
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the SGMS Media Center. 

I would like to personally invite you to our school-wide Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 23rd at 7:00 p.m. 

The Back to School Dance, our first dance of this school year, will be on Friday, September 25th from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
On behalf of the sixth grade team, I thank you for your continued support. 
 
Paul Ajamian, Assistant School Administrator and Sixth Grade Administrator 

Sixth Grade News 

Health education is often thought of as a ñfluffò class, but it could be 

one of the most important classes of your childôs middle school education. All 
students in Maryland take health education for one quarter (9 weeks) of each middle school year.  During this time your child will not have 
physical education (P.E.). They will receive no grade on their report card in P.E. and they will receive a report card grade in health educa-
tion.  
 
During health education, students will be studying seven health education focus areas in all three grades.  These focus areas are: Mental 
Health, Substance Abuse Prevention, Safety and Injury Prevention, Personal and Consumer Health, Family Life and Human Sexuality, 
Nutrition and Fitness, and Disease Prevention and Control.  Important subjects such as avoiding drug use, eating healthy, preventing dis-
ease, planning goals, preventing suicide, learning effective time management skills, practicing effective communication skills, practicing 
safety,  making responsible decisions, practicing refusal skills and many other ñlife savingò subjects.  This is not a class in morals and is in 
fact a class designed to get parents/guardians involved in their middle school childôs life, values education and decision ma king processes.  
 
Please take the time to respond to parent/guardian questionnaires or interviews.  Look over your childôs health education portfolio. Talk with 
your childôs counselor or health education teacher about your concerns. By being partner with parents, we can help children t o grow happily 
and safely into adulthood so they get the opportunity to use the skills they have learned in their academic classes. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Back to School Night (BTSN) will occur Wednesday, September 23 @ 7:00 PM. There will be 

satellite parking at Mill Creek Town ES. Shady Grove MS will have Shuttle busses available to trans-
port parents to and from school, once our parking lot is filled. As a reminder, we will have one 
BTSN this year. All parents and guardians will be able to meet teachers in Grades 6-8.  
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ñThe intent is to 

start-off the year 

with some 

attainable goals 

that the students 

can feel good 

about achieving!ò 

~ Ms. Allison 

Brecher  

Every two weeks 

we will spotlight a 

member of the 

Shady Grove 

òFamilyó. 

Teacher Spotlight: 

Ms. Savage  (Art) 
Health 

Education News  

(Continued on page 2 
There will be a parent meeting at 
7:00 in the media center to specifi-
cally address  the curriculum for 
Family Life and Human Sexuality 
and Disease Prevention and Con-
trol units.  The 6th & 7th grade 
meeting will be held on Mon. 
Sept.21st and the 8th grade meet-
ing will be held on Wed. Sept. 16.  
 
Please feel free to call Mrs. Judy 
Jaskolski, the Health Education 
Teacher at Shady Grove if you 
have any questions. 

S H A D Y  G R O V E  M A T T E R S  

Ms. Alexis Savage is Shady 
Grove's new art teacher.  Ms. Savage 
graduated from the University of 
Maryland where she received her 
Bachelorôs degree in Art Educa-
tion.  Having been born and raised in 
Maryland and having attended MCPS 
schools herself has made coming to 
Shady Grove Middle School an easy 
transition.    Ms. Savage loves to paint 
and write and she enjoys spending 
time with family and friends.  She also 
loves to watch football and is a huge 
Redskins fan! 

This year at Shady Grove Middle School, we are implementing a Character Education program through our Connect 
Time classes.  Character Education is an initiative used in school systems all over the country that has been proven to 
reduce behavior problems, increase instructional time, and help to build a positive school-wide culture of character. 
Character Education programs help students to develop their social/emotional skills through group discussions and 
activities. 
On the first and third Thursday of every month, the students will participate in lessons given by their respective Connect 
Time teachers.  Based upon the feedback that we received from the school climate surveys, the Counseling Services 
Department created a theme-of-the-month along with the bi-monthly lessons that will be taught during Connect Time.  
 
The themes this year are:  
September: Goal-Setting      February: Honesty 
October: Handling Your Emotions  March: Diligence 
November: Citizenship & Caring   April: Self-Esteem 
December: Responsibility   May: Dealing with Peer Pressure 
January: Respect    
 

As you can see, in September, we will be focusing on the topic of goal-setting. This topic will help students to focus on 
what they would like to accomplish this year academically, socially, and/or personally. The intent is to start-off the year 
with some attainable goals that the students can feel good about achieving! The lesson on goal-setting will take place 
on Thursday, September 17th. 
Shady Groveôs goal this year is to foster a more positive school-wide culture of character.  You can help us at home by 
asking your children what they have learned about the various monthly topics and reinforcing the positive messages 
that we are sending to your children!  

Character Education Comes to Shady Grove! 

Outdoor Education will run from  

October 5-9, 2009 

THE END 
Next issue:  

Sept. 25, 2009 


