
S H A D Y  G R O V E  

M I D D L E  S C H O O L 

Coming       
A t t rac t ions 

 

September  
28th ðSchools Closed  

(Yom Kippur)  

 

29th ðPTA Fundraiser  

(Ay! Jalisco Spirit Night)  

 

29th ðSports  

 

30th ðFall Fundraiser  

Orders Due  

 

October  
1stðSports  

 

2nd ðEarly Release Day  

(12:10 Dismissal)  

 

5th ð9th ðOutdoor Education  

 

~ A Message from the Principal ~ 

Shady Grove Matters 
S E P T E M B E R  2 5 ,  2 0 0 9  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  2   

"We must always go the 

second mile. When we go 

the first mile, we simply 

do what is required of us. 
It is when we go the sec-

ond mile that excellence 

is achieved and minor 

miracles happen."  

 

 -Deborah McGriff   

A Message from Ms. Davison  
 

Seventh grade parents and guardians, thank you so much 
for a wonderful and large representation at Back-to-School 
Night on September 23rd! It was great to see you learning 
about the seventh grade curriculum and being so involved 
in your childôs education. I encourage you to continue to be 
a direct part of the Shady Grove family as it takes more 
than just your childôs seven teachers to build a successful 
and life-long learner.  
This year is filled with so many new and interesting experi-
ences for our seventh grade students. As sixth graders, 
students could not participate in competitive sports against 
other middle schools.  That has all changed this year, with 
many seventh graders being members of the softball and 
cross country teams.  Over the past two weeks, I have 
supported many of the childrenôs games and was excited 
for them to experience another facet of the wonderful world 
of middle school.   

For the first time at Shady Grove as well as in Montgomery 

County Public Schools, our seventh grade students will be 

given an opportunity to experience a two day life sciences 

event.  The science teachers and I are ecstatic that your 

child will have this opportunity.  Through science classes on 

October 6, 2009, students will conduct forensic experiments 

in state of the art mobile labs.  These labs will be stationed 

on our back parking lot.  Every student will have the chance 

to participate and delve deeper into the wonderful world of 

science.  The second part of this exploratory trip into sci-

ence will take place on October 9, 2009.  All seventh grade 

students are invited to visit the Shady Grove Life Science 

Center in Rockville.  On this day, they will be exposed to a 

vast array of careers in science and medicine and have the 

opportunity to tour labs ranging from robotics to forensics.   

This is a 100% seventh grade science trip! Even though the  
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Hello Timber Wolf Students, Parents, 
and Staff: 
 
Back to School Night was a success! 
Itôs always good to see so many par-
ents at this event because it sets the 
tone for the rest of the year. Itôs impor-
tant to meet teachers and staff so we 
can all put a face with a name. This 
week was also a fantastic start to the 
sports season as our girls and boys 
took on Redland Middle School. Way to 
represent Timberwolves! 

 

We are almost to the midpoint of the 

first quarter and now is the time for 

students (and to a certain extent, par-

ents) to make that adjustment in study 

skills and preparation for our students 

that may be struggling in a class or 

two. Itôs important to make adjustments 

early and at times often to make sure 

students are on the right path to suc-

cess.  Parents should make sure kids 

are studying in a well lit, and to a cer-

tain extent, spacious area where kids 

are not prone to ñspace outò or be prey 

to lose interest in their studies during 

homework time. Areas to create a quiet 

homework space include the kitchen at 

the dining room table, or a home office. 

No matter the location your child will 

need supervision while doing work at 

times...or if they are like me, want 

another human presence around while 

doing work. Thatôs how they work while 

in school, and most likely thatôs how 

they will work best at home.  Remem-

ber to limit distractions to this area. 

(Hard to limit distractions in a kitchen 

unless you have set times where it 

becomes a study area, then it really 

works well with adult supervision.) 

Keep computers in a central location so 

it can be monitored as well so fast 

fingered students arenôt clicking away 

on Facebook. Just a few helpful hints 

as we come to the end of September. 

Remember, by establishing good hab-

its now, we are setting our students up 

to be successful at the next level! 

Thank you for your trust and thank you 
for your children. 
 

~Edward Owusu 
 

Have you seen this student in 

your home? 



(Ms. Davison's Message Continued from page 1) 

the trip on October 9, 2009 to the Shady Grove Life Science Center, please contact your childôs science teacher via phone or email or Lynn Hughes, the PTA Vol-
unteer Coordinator at 301-721-9711 or by emailing, lynnhughes99@comcast.net.  
Interims will be mailed home during the week of October 5, 2009.  Prior to then and throughout the school year, I encourage you to frequently check Edline to moni-
tor your childôs assignments and grades.  Edline is a great resource to view assignments and provides you with a way to review work with your child at home. In 
addition to Edline, please also review your childôs planner on a nightly basis.  Within the planner, home assignments for each class period are recorded.  If a 
teacher does not assign homework, ñNoneò should be written down.  If you have questions about assignments, grades or information written in the planner, please 
do not hesitate to contact your childôs teachers.  
Fluid communication between the school and home helps your child see us as a team, working together for their academic and personal success.  We make a 
difference together by ensuring your child has a successful school year and will, Go Beyond Expectations! 
If you have questions or concerns during the school year, please feel free to contact me via email, Dana_E_Davison@mcpsmd.org, or phone, 301-548-7540. 
 

~Principal Intern & Seventh Grade Administrator 

 
A Message from Mr. Ajamian  

 
Thank you for the wonderful turnout we experienced at this yearôs Back-To-School-Night. For the first time since Iôve been here, Shady Grove 
Middle School was able to host all its parents in one evening and reinforce our ever-present goal to build strong parent partnerships with our 
entire community. I would like to thank you for your active participation. I would also like to recognize all our wonderful teachers who go above 
and beyond expectations to establish and nurture these relationships. 
 
Itôs hard to believe, but October 5th and Sixth Grade Outdoor Education are only a few days away. The entire Sixth Grade Team has been work-
ing diligently to make this a memorable experience for all our children. Thank you to all the parents who have volunteered to come spend some 
time helping out throughout the weekðyour support is invaluable. If you have any questions, please contact the school. 
 
The key to any successful relationship is effective communication. Together, we have a common interest in providing the support necessary to 
help each and every student be academically successful. We need your help with this task. I would like you to be aware of all the different re-
sources available to help you remain ñplugged-inò to events at SGMS and to effectively communicate with us.  

Edline is a valuable tool that will help you stay current with your childôs assignments and grades. If you have not done so already, please 
activate your Edline account as soon as possible. You will receive automatic updates whenever grades are entered and will have 
access to email addresses, class and homework assignments, and other information relevant to your childôs instructional day. Edline 
can be easily accessed via SGMSô home page. 

Planners contain your childôs daily homework assignments, long-term project due dates, and any major assessments that students will 
need to study for. Your child should be showing you his/her planner nightly. This is a very quick and effective method to gauge how 
well your child is following through with daily assignments and teacher expectations. 

The School Website is regularly maintained and grants you access to a wealth of information: Discipline Policies, Outdoor Education, Test-
ing Calendar, Edline, Morning Announcements Educational Links and Websites, Staff Information, videos and photos, PTA informa-
tion, and My Lunch Money: a web-based program that allows you to electronically deposit money into your childôs lunch account. Our 
schoolôs website is:   http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/shadygrovems/ 
Be sure to save it to your list of favorites. 

Effective communication is the key to all successful relationships. We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
~Mr. Ajamian Assistant School Administrator and Sixth Grade Administrator 

Sixth Grade News 

Peer Mediation is coming to Shady Grove Middle School 
 
The Counseling Services of Shady Grove Middle School is currently looking into implementing a Peer Media-
tion group.  Mediation is a conflict resolution process that provides students the opportunity to talk and effec-
tively resolve their conflicts.  As counselors visited classrooms earlier this month, we received positive feed-
back from the students about having such a group.  Many students were interested in being trained as a 
mediator as well as talking to a peer about solving a problem with another student.  Our peer mediators 

will only help with simple issues.  Anything that is confidential will be done with one of the Counselors.  A letter 
explaining in more detail about the program and the trainings will be coming home sometime in October.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please contact any Counselor at 301-548-7534.   

High school magnet application materials for the IB at Richard Montgomery, and the Whole 
School Magnet at Poolesville will be available to Grade 8 students beginning October 8, 2009 
via this link  
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/ 
PEAC information at MAGRUDER HIGH SCHOOL is also available via this link  
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/magruderhs/PEAC.html 

mailto:lynnhughes99@comcast.net
mailto:Dana_E_Davison@mcpsmd.org
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/shadygrovems/


P A G E  3  

ñThe key to any 

successful 

relationship is 

effective 

Communication.ò 

~ Mr. Paul Ajamian  

Every two weeks 

we will spotlight a 

member of the 

Shady Grove 

òFamilyó. 

S H A D Y  G R O V E  M A T T E R S  

  
Students gain CITIZENSHIP SKILLS from high quality  

service learning. 

 
SSL is a graduation requirement in the state of Maryland.  Understand 
the SSL plan in Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) by con-
tacting the SSL coordinator in any middle or high school and exploring 
the SSL Web site www.mcpsssl.org.  
 
Service performed during the summer for which SSL hours are desired must be documented on MCPS Form 
560-51, Student Service Learning Activity Verification and turned in to the SSL coordinator by the last Friday in 
September (September 25).  

 
All organizations and opportunities for which SSL hours are desired must be preapproved.  Check the list of 
organizations tagged, ñApproved SSL MCPSò and opportunities tagged, ñMCPS SSL Approvedò at the website 
www.mcpsssl.org or get MCPS Form 560-50, Request for SSL Preapproval granted in advance of any involve-
ment. 

 
The award of SSL hours outside of the instructional day (before school, lunchtime, after school) is one SSL 
hour for every hour of service within a 24 hours period.  NO EXCEPTIONS. 

  
SSL is provided without financial compensation.  

S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E  L E A R N I N G  ( S S L )  N O T E S  

GIVE A LITTLE TIMEéMA K E  A  B I G  D I F F E R -

Outdoor Education will run from  

October 5-9, 2009 

THE END 
Next issue:  

Oct. 9, 2009 

Teacher Spotlight: 

Ms. N. Harrison (Math ED) 

Introducing Nikki Harrisonéthe newest member of Shady 

Groveôs Special Education Cluster Program! Although new to MCPS 
this year, Ms. Harrison comes to us bringing a wealth of knowledge 
and experience.  Ms. Harrison taught in Prince Georgeôs County for 
four years before coming to Shady Grove.  Ms. Harrison obtained both 
her undergraduate and graduate degrees from Bowie State Univer-
sity.  She has one daughter who attends an MCPS middle school. Ms. 
Harrison herself is a graduate of Sherwood High School.  Ms. Harrison 
enjoys relaxing and unwinding when she is not at work.  She spends a 
lot of time studying to find new and exciting ways to reach her stu-
dents.  She also loves music and spending time with her family and 
friends. 

 

Your child's academic achievements may have qualified him/her for the Johns 

Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth (CTY) Talent Search. Check it 

out here: http://www.cty.jhu.edu/  

Remind students to sign up for the Fall Talent Show Auditions. 9/29/09 from 3-

5 PM 

http://www.mcpsssl.org/
http://www.mcpsssl.org/



