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Whitman Seniors Are Recognized
Congratulations to the 15 Whitman seniors who have been named Semifinalists for the 2009 
National Merit Scholarship Competition

Congratulations to the 65 Whitman Seniors who have been named Commended 
Students for the 2009 National Merit Program

Congratulations to the 6 National Hispanic Recognition Program Finalists

Kavitha Anandalingam
Thomas Berry
Nicole Brand
Seth Gordon
Benjamin Judson

Max Kirsch
Jacob Levitt
Sarah Longstreth
Emily Lyon
Sarah Olson

Zachary Shapiro
Will Sisco
Hannah Vogel
Harriet Weaver
Rachel Zhang

Margaret Baglien
Joseph Barrows
Yasmine Bengharsa
Alexandra Berg
Aliza Bran
Jodie Chang
Vardahn Chaudhry
Alexandra Chernow
Elizabeth Christian
Katharina Clore-Gronenborn
William Crum
Antonia Curtin
Patrick Deem
Arjun Dheer
Ty Diringer
Kyra Edson
Steven Fisher
Daniel Goldstein
William Greszes
Jonathan Hale
Louis Hennet
Isabel Hinestrosa

Patrick Hunley
Emily Hyson
Julian Jacobson
Elisa Jacome
Jonathan Kagan-Kans
Jason Keene
Matthew Kousoulas
Benjamin Laboy
Kirsten Lake
Veronica Leventhal
Nathaniel Lowry
Michal Malachowski
Michael Massey
Julie Mazziotta
Daniel Meltzer
Dilbagh Nagi
Rebecca Newman
Thomas Niblock
Phoebe Nowack
Mariana Olaizola
Lena Peck
Leah Pellegrini

Angela Ranganathan
Hannah Robbins
Sarah Schmidt
Adam Scholl
Frederick Schott
Aaron Segal
Emily Seibel
Shaefali Shandilya
Clayton Smith
Sarah Stein Lubrano
Scott Temple
Ethan Thompson
Vijay Vishwanath
Andrew Vollmer
Russell Wald
Mia Waliszewski
David Winer
Benjamin Wolcott
Sophie Yang
John Yarchoan
Carrie You

Daniel Brezina
Isabel Hnestrosa

Elisa Jacome
Benjamin Laboy

Aaron Norris
Marina Olaizola

The Education Conservancy has also 
written Parent Guidelines which it feels all 
parents should heed:

“An admission decision, test score, or 
GPA is not a measure of a student’s worth.  
And, parents should always be mindful of 
the behavior they are modeling for their 
children.  Knowing this, we encourage you 
to:

•	 Recognize that gaining admission 
to college is merely one step in a process 
of education that will include your student 
attending a college where she or he can 
maximize talents and growth.  Emphasize 
the education.

•	 Resist doing for your students what 
they are capable of doing for themselves.

•	 Allow your child to take responsi-
bility for his or her own part of the college 
application process.  Be involved in the pro-
cess, but do not try to control it.

•	 Resist relying on rankings and col-
lege selectivity to determine the most suit-
able colleges for your child.

•	 Realize that researching, selecting, 
and applying to colleges does not have to 
be an expensive process.

•	 Resist attempts to turn the pro-
cess into a status competition.  Develop a 
healthy, educationally based, and family-
appropriate approach to college admissions.

•	 Consider that gaming the system 
may not only diminish your child’s self-
confidence, it may also jeopardize desired 
admission outcomes.

•	 Listen to, encourage, and believe in 
your child.  Do not use the term “we” as in 
“we are applying to....”

•	 Discuss the idea of education as an 
ongoing process, and how selecting a college 
might be different from buying a product.

•	 Love them enough to let them dem-
onstrate the independence you have instilled 
in them.

•	 Keep this process in perspec-
tive.  Remember that student skills, self-
confidence, curiosity, and desire to learn 
are some of the most important ingredients 
in quality education and successful college 
admissions.  Do not sacrifice these by over-
emphasizing getting in to the “best” col-
lege.”

Finally, the Education Conservance has 
published Student Guidelines for students 
as they go through the admissions process: 

“An admission decision, test score, or 
GPA is not a measure of your self-worth.  
And, most students are admitted to colleges 
they want to attend.  Knowing this, we 
encourage you to:

•	 Be confident!  Take responsibility 
for your college admission process.  The 
more you do yourself, the better the results 
will be.

•	 Be deliberate!  Applying to colleges 
involves thoughtful research to determine 
distinctions among colleges, as well as 
careful self-examination to identify your 
interests, learning style, and other criteria.  
Plan to make well-considered applications 
to the most suitable colleges.  This is often 
referred to as “making good matches”.

•	 Be realistic and trust your instincts!  
Choosing a college is an important process, 
but not a life or death decision.  Since there 
are limits to what you can know about col-
leges and about yourself,  you should allow 
yourself to do educated guesswork.

•	 Be open-minded!  Resist the notion 
that there is one perfect college.  Great edu-
cation happens in many places.

•	 Use a variety of resources for gath-
ering information.  Seek advice from those 
people who know you, care about you, and 
are willing to help.

•	 Be honest; be yourself!  Do not try 
to game the system.

•	 Resist taking any standardized test 
numerous times (twice is usually sufficient).

•	 Limit your applications to a well-
researched and reasonable number.  No 
more than six should be sufficient, except 
in special cases.

•	 Know that WHAT YOU DO in 
college is a better predictor of future suc-
cess and happiness than WHERE YOU GO 
to college.”

Mr. Thacker’s talk was organized by 
Stressbusters (special thanks to Sandy Lederman) 
and cosponsored by the Whitman, Wooton, and 
Walter Johnson PTSAs.  Another talk on college 
admissions is coming up on February 4, 2009, 
when the Executive Director of Colleges that 
Change Lives will speak at Whitman.  More 
information on that event will be coming out on 
Whitnet in January.  

Conservancy from page 7

Hosting Students 
with Our Sister 
School in Japan

Our sister school from 
Kanagawa, Japan will be here 
between Dec. 14  through Dec. 
20. The Japanese class students 
are hosting 21 students and two 
chaperone teachers. The Japanese 
students will shadow their hosting 
students to learn an American high 
school life and their family life.

Mark Your 
Calendars!
The Whitman High School 
Education Foundation and the 
Foreign Language and ESOL 
Departments in cooperation with 
the PTSA invite you to a Language 
Lab Demonstration Wednesday, 
January 21, 2009 (Note:  This is 
an evening event.  Exact time and 
location to be determined.)

SLAVA Update

The National High School 
Slavic Honor Society, 
SLAVA, inducted its latest 
members on November 
18, 2008.  SLAVA’s 
purpose is to promote an 
understanding of Slavic 
languages and cultures in 
the Whitman community.  
Recently, SLAVA offered 
Russian Language Lessons 
to students, parents, and 
staff.  SLAVA also tutors 
underclassmen who need 
extra help in their study of 
Russian. 

Please congratulate the 
following permanent and 
honorary members of 
SLAVA:

Permanent Members:
Sonia Ammu
Lindsey Galego
Nathan Lowry
Yaroslav Kuznets
Sarah Mehler
Julia Munsterman
Konrad Slepoy
Violet Slepoy
Spenser Steele
Jordan Stoltz
Caleb Woo

Honorary Members: 
Suzanne Coker and 
Prudence Crewdson – AP 
12 English Teachers who 
promote an understanding 
of 19th Century Russian 
Literature and Culture each 
December through Fyodor 
Dostoevsky’s famous novel 
Crime and Punishment.

Michelle Quackenbush
English and Russian
Walt Whitman High School

Congratulations to Whitman students, parents,  
and staff!

The US News and World Report just announced its list of the top 100 
high schools in the country, and Whitman is #44 out of over 21,000 
schools! For the full list and story, see http://www.usnews.com/sections/
education/high-schools. A photo of a few of our students will be on the 
cover of the magazine when it comes out.
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Walt Whitman’s Writing Center has 
begun its fourth year and is open every 
day during both 5th and 6th lunch peri-
ods and after school Monday –Thursday.  
Encourage your son or daughter to stop by 
to get one-on-one help from our teachers, 
composition assistants and parent volun-
teers.  We provide the perfect quiet atmo-
sphere to get started on that English paper, 
add pizzazz to prose, find help clarifying 
a thesis sentence, focusing ideas, or just 
reading through a rough draft.  Last year 
hundreds of students benefited from the 
Writing Center.

The Writing Center was launched to 
provide an additional way for students to 
improve their writing and as a resource 
for student writers of all levels and abili-

ties.  Our staff will help students with any 
type of writing project in any subject, either 
a short paragraph for English or a long 
research paper for social studies or science.

No appointments are necessary at the 
Writing Center; we are a walk-in service 
open in A206 during 5th period lunch, 
A234 for 6th period lunch, and 2:15-3:15 
afterschool Monday-Thursday in A234.  
Students should remember to bring their 
assignment rubric when they come for help.

Parents interested in volunteering 
are also encouraged to contact English 
Composition Assistant Linda Simon, 
Linda_D_Simon@mcpsmd.org.   We will 
provide orientation, and there is no mini-
mum time requirement.

Does your student need extra help with writing assignments?

Computer Lab Volunteer Opportunity
           

The Whitman Computer Lab needs parents to supervise the Computer Lab during 
lunch periods every day.  Your primary task is to ensure that all students who come into 
the Lab sign in and indicate the computer they will be using.  You will also remind stu-
dents not to eat while in the Lab. 

Computer experience is helpful, but not required.  If you like, you may help with 
other tasks while you are in the Lab or bring something to do while you are there.  The 
only request is that you not eat there, since students cannot eat in the Lab. 

Lunch periods are 10:51-11:37 and 11:42-12:28.  You can assist during one period or 
two, every day, once a week, every other week, once a month – whatever fits your sched-
ule. 

To volunteer, please contact Sharon Vaughn, IT Systems Technician, Sharon_h_
Vaughn@mcpsmd.org, or 301-320-6621.

We Need More Laptops... We have more requests than we 
can fill so far this year!

We collect and refurbish laptops for students in need at Whitman.  If you have a lap-
top, contact Sarah Koines (301-652-0658, mdkoines@msn.com) or Hilary Kapner (301-
320-0705 hilarykapner@yahoo.com) for pickup or information.  A Whitman parent, Peter 
Dressner (Residential computer specialist 301.718.1088) has graciously volunteered to 
refurbish them for free.

The program gave away 6 last year and he has refurbished and placed another 5 to date 
this year.  Please let us know if you plan to upgrade and we will pick up your old laptop.  
We received very emotional notes from students who received the laptops last year.  It 
truly changed their lives.  Thank you all!

HERE IS WHAT WE NEED:
Preferably a laptop in working order.  It should have a CD ROM drive and a working 

hard drive.  Should be at least a Pentium 3 with 128 MG RAM (this means usually pur-
chased in 2000 or later).  We will also take broken, non-working laptops as they can be a 
source of spare parts to make a perfectly functional computer for someone. 

Please call or email me, Sarah Koines (301-652-0658, mdkoines@msn.com) or Hilary 
Kapner (301-320-0705 hilarykapner@yahoo.com) and I will arrange to pick up the com-
puter. Please specify if it is in working order.  We are happy to give you a donation receipt 
for your records. We will also take any mouse, jump drives, carrying cases and accessories.

 
Thank you in advance for your continued support and generosity.   And THANK YOU 

to Peter Dressner who helps make this all possible. See his information on the side.

Support Whitman 
Choirs with Gift 
Cards
You can support Walt
Whitman High School’s excep-
tional Choral Program every
time you go grocery shopping
at Giant by purchasing Giant Gift 
Cards.

How does it work?  You purchase 
and receive gift cards at full face 
value, while Giant donates $5 
to the Choral Program for every 
$100 purchase made.  

THERE IS NO ADDITIONAL COST 
TO YOU! 

Cards will be sold three more 
times during the school year.

To participate, just go to the
following link on the Whitman
Choral Music website, download
the form and follow the
directions:  http://www.waltwhit-
manmusic.org/Documents/shop-
forchorus/GiantForm.pdf

Please note the deadline for
submitting your order, which is
included at the bottom of the
form.

Corinne Aherne
Madeline Alpert
Siddhu Anandalingam
Cristina Carnie
Alexa Ciesinski
Christina Davis
Shannon Davis
Tico de Rooij
Luis DeLaPuente
Laura Devinsky
Cara DiSandro
Arash Eidizadeh

Matthew Franzel
Benjamin Freeman
Alexander Gandolfo
Jonathan Hale
Samantha Harman
Michael (Mickey) Hartz
Erin Holden
Anton Jackson Janezich
Michael Kader
Jonathan Kaufman
Alex Pasternak
Warren Pelham
Morvareed Rezaian

Brandt Silver-Korn
Omar Arin Solaiman
Gianna Stoleru
Andrew Thorson
Samantha Tozzi
Keren Tseytlin
Silvia Turk
Rachel Umans
Sam Woodbury
John Yarchoan
Patrick Zoccali

New PTSA Members

Kenwood Park PC 
Repair Specialist
with many years experience 
in hardware and software (BS 
Computer Science) offers the 
following services to residences 
and small home offices.

•	 Home Networking Setup 
and Troubleshooting

•	 Easy Backup Solutions 
(email,address book, docs, 
music, photos)

•	 Data Recovery from non-
working PC

•	 Blue Screen of Death  
boot errors

•	 Parental Controls – 
Website blocking

•	 Expert Virus and  
Spyware Removal

•	 Loaner PCs available

•	 Any kind of PC Problem

•	 I buy sad-face iPod minis

Strictly Residential
Serving Bethesda  
(Inside the Beltway)
Chevy Chase MD  
(West of Conn Ave)
Spring Valley and AU Park

Call Peter Dressner 
24/7 at 301.718.1088 
for fee schedule

The Walt Whitman All Sports Booster Club
The All Sports Booster Club was found-

ed in 1995 in response to mandates from 
MCPS concerning gender equity under 
Title IX that there be no individual team 
booster clubs.  The Booster Club is a group 
of parents that raises money and identifies 
parent volunteers to support all Whitman 
athletics.  Since 1995, the Booster Club 
has provided over $400,000 to Whitman 
Athletics.  This financial support augments 
the Athletic Department budget that is only 
partially funded by the county and state.  
This allows the Athletic Director to spend 
more to provide the means for safe and 
competent participation.  All Whitman stu-
dents benefit because much of our funding 
goes to improve athletic facilities used by 
everyone. 

The fields especially the stadium field 
and the field hockey/baseball field are 
some of the most visible areas where 
Booster Club funds help to provide safe 
and adequate facilities.  The weight room 
is another. Not so visible is the purchase of 
the Children’s Hospital baseline concussion 
testing program — a helpful treatment tool 
if a Whitman athlete suffers a concussion.   
Funding also goes toward $500 grants for 
each varsity sport each season.  Coaches 

can use those funds to support his or her 
team as long as it is not used for food or 
items that the athlete would retain after 
the season.  The list of team equipment is 
lengthy from balls of all kinds, nets, goals, 
team bags and uniforms, traveling and tour-
nament expenses to scoring tables, portable 
practice mirrors, video cameras, and more. 

Family memberships and donations 
provide about one-fifth of the total funds 
raised.   The membership fee is only $40 
per family, per school year (not per sport 
or child).  Our goal each and every year 
is for 100% membership of all of the 
Whitman athletic families.  There is a little 
competition between teams to achieve that 
100% mark.  Golf has already hit it for 
2008-2009, JV Boys Soccer is one away 
and Cross Country is at an all time high of 
86%!  Thank you to the coaches and team 
reps for your support. 

To join, please fill out and send in the 
membership form that is available on the 
school’s website under either Booster Clubs 
or General Information on the Athletic 
page.   If you have any questions, please 
contact Vicki Dorman, Membership at 
swdorman@verizon.net or 301-299-4246.  
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Whitman Calendar of Events

Dec 3	������Art School Forum,  
5 – 7:30 pm

Dec 6	������Annual Holiday Tree Sale, 
9 am – 4 pm

Dec 9	������10th Grade Driving Meeting 
for Students and Parents,  
7:30 pm

Dec 11	����All Sports Booster Club 
meeting, 6:30 pm

Dec 13	����SAT Practice Test,  
8:45 am – 1 pm

Dec 15	����Instrumental Music Concert, 
7:00 pm

Dec 17	����PSAT Score Interpretation 	
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Dec 22	����Choral Music Concert, 7 pm

Dec 24	����Jan 2  Winter Break

Jan 8	������� All-Sports Booster Club 
Meeting, 6:30 pm

Jan 13	�����Newcomers and 
International 
Families Networking Night, 
7:30pm

Jan 16 – 22	������ Final Exams

Jan 19	�����No School – Martin Luther  
King, Jr., Day

Jan 21	�����PTSA Meeting, Language Lab 
Tour, 7:30 pm

Jan 23	�����Final Exam Make-ups, End of  
2nd Marking Period

Jan 26	�����No School – Professional Day  
for Teachers

Jan 28	�����Juniors and Parents Meeting:  
Nuts & Bolts of College 
Planning,7:30 pm

Jan 31	�����ACT Practice Test, 8:45 am

Feb 3	������Report Cards Distributed

Feb 4	������Stressbusters Meeting,  
7:30 pm

Feb 5	������Graduation and Post Prom 	
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Feb 11	����Cap and Gown 
Measurements

Feb 12	����All-Sports Booster Club 
Meeting, 6:30 pm

Feb 16	����No School – Presidents’ Day

Feb 17	����PTSA Meeting, 7:30 pm

Feb 23	����Choosing Your Junior Year 
Schedule, for Sophomores & 	
Parents, 7:30 pm

Feb 25	����Guidance Advisory Council 	
Meeting, 2:15 pm

Feb 27	����Early Release Day

Mar 5	������Instrumental and Choral 
Booster Meeting:  Spring 
Trip, 7 pm

Mar 10����� Spring Sports Parent/Coaches 	
Meeting, 6:30 pm

Mar 17	����PTSA Meeting, 7:30 pm

Mar 25	����	Guidance Advisory Council 	
Meeting, 2:15 pm

Mar 27	����End of 3rd Marking Period

Mar 30	����	No School – Professional Day 
for Teachers
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