
Be Creative with Reading and Writing!! 
 
 

Summer Journal Activities, 2009 
 

         June 2009 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
This time of year the question that I am most often asked is, "What can I do to help my child 
continue reading and writing during the summer?"  In answer, our school is offering Summer 
Journal Activities to students.  Our theme this summer is “Be Creative with Reading and 
Writing!!”  These activities offer students opportunities to read and complete a list of journal 
activities for various purposes and outcomes.  Library visits are recommended as part of the 
program to select interesting and appropriate books for these activities.  These activities can 
easily be used in conjunction with the Montgomery County Department of Public Libraries' 
program entitled "Summer Reading 2009:  Be Creative!" providing incentives to keep students 
reading and writing during the summer months. 
 
The requirements for successfully completing the summer journal activities are simple.  Students 
will set goals to earn rewards for their reading and writing efforts.  Details are included with this 
letter.  They are also required to read a minimum of three days a week for 15 to 20 minutes.  
Students may buy or make a journal to record their writings and titles of books read.  In 
September, students return their completed journals to me for Recognition and Celebration.  I 
hope to see your child at our special celebration! 
 

         Yours truly, 
 
 

         Dianne Tencer 
         Reading Specialist 



Be Creative with Reading and Writing!! 
 
 

 
 
To participate you will need to: 
 …buy or make a journal/notebook to record your journal activities, 
 …read for at least 15-20 minutes, three times a week and record the titles  

on the “Reading Log."  (In grades K/1/2 books may be read 
aloud by an adult.) 

 …set your GOAL for Reading and Writing this summer by coloring  
in the book next to your goal below, 

 …turn your completed journals/notebooks AND your “Reading Log” in to 
your Reading Specialist, Mrs. Tencer, by Friday, September 4, 2009. 

 
* Optional: Have someone take a picture of you reading. Be creative…take your picture in an  
interesting place. Attach your photo to the Summer Reading Picture page and complete the information 
required on the page. We will display the pictures in September. 
 

SET YOUR SUMMER READING AND WRITING GOAL 
 
expectations recognition 
 

step 3   15 or more journal activities certificate 
 

 included that successfully bookmark 
 

 complete each task pencil 
 

 & your “Reading Log” CELEBRATION!    
 

step 2 11 journal activities certificate 
 

 included that successfully bookmark 
 

 complete each task pencil 
 

 & your “Reading Log” 
   

step 1 7  journal activities certificate 
 

 included that successfully bookmark 
 

 complete each task 
 

 & your “Reading Log” 
 
 

 Name (First and Last)________________________     Grade in Sept. 2009 _____ 



 
Name _________________________       Gr. in Sept. 2009 _____ 
                             

 
SSUUMMMMEERR  RREEAADDIINNGG  LLOOGG  

RReemmeemmbbeerr  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo  rreeaadd  aatt  lleeaasstt  1155  ––  2200  mmiinnuutteess,,  tthhrreeee  ttiimmeess  aa  wweeeekk  aanndd  wwhheenn  yyoouu  
ccoommpplleettee  aa  bbooookk,,  rreeccoorrdd  tthhee  ttiittllee  aanndd  aauutthhoorr  ooff  tthhee  bbooookk  aanndd  tthhee  ddaattee  iitt  wwaass  ccoommpplleetteedd..  
((IInn  ggrraaddeess  KK//11//22  bbooookkss  mmaayy  bbee  rreeaadd  aalloouudd  bbyy  aann  aadduulltt..))  
  
  DDaattee                            TTiittllee  ooff  tthhee  BBooookk                                    AAuutthhoorr  
  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

  



 
 
  Date 

 
               Title of the Book 

 
              Author 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 



SSuummmmeerr  RReeaaddiinngg  PPiiccttuurree    

  
 Write a brief description that includes where your picture was taken and what book 

you are reading. 
 Be sure to write your name below so that we can return your picture. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name__________________________________ 
Grade in Sept. 2009 _____ 

 
Description of photo: 
Where are you? What are you reading? 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

                              
 

Name _______________________________     Grade ____ 
 

Summer Journal Activities 
 
(Circle the activities on this sheet that you complete in your journal. Put the 
number of the journal activity you do on your journal page.) 
 

1. Create a banner to share a book you have read this summer. 
2. Explore your backyard.  List all the things you can discover that are 

signs of summer.   Create a “Signs of Summer” book. 
3. Go outside and study a flower.  List all the words you can to describe it.  

Write a poem about the flower using some of your words. 
4. Make a list of all the words you can think of that describe a character in 

the book you are reading.  Now, try to think of 10 more you can add to 
your list. 

5. Make a map of an imaginary ant colony.  Label all of the things in your 
colony.  Read about ants in a book or on-line. 

6. Listen to the radio.  Draw a picture to go with a song you heard.  Label 
your picture.   

7. Create a sandwich to take on a backyard picnic.  Write the recipe for 
the sandwich.  Be sure to include the ingredients and directions that tell 
how to make it.  Make one and take it outside and read for 15 minutes. 

8. Make a puppet of your favorite book character.  Write a paragraph 
telling how you made your puppet. 

9. Write the instructions for your favorite game so that a friend would 
understand how to play. 

10. Read a mystery book.  Web the character traits of one of the 
characters.  Tell what the character did to show each trait.   

11. Write a newspaper review that gives your opinion of one of the books 
you read this summer.  Be sure to include what you liked and did not 
like about the book.  Use examples to support your opinions. 

12. Choose an illustration from one of the books you have read.  Write a 
paragraph explaining the illustration. 



13. Read about the author of one of the books you have read this summer.  
(You can use the internet if you have permission from a parent.) Create 
a book jacket and include a list of interesting facts that you learned 
about this person.   

14. Write a poem about one of the books you read this summer that would 
convince your friends to read it.   

15. Write or draw about today’s weather.  Label your picture.  Read about 
the different kinds of clouds in a book or on-line.  Add some of this 
information to your picture. 

16. Think about the book you are reading.  Write clues that will help a friend 
guess the setting.  Make sure to include things you would see, hear, 
smell, wear, and do there.   

17. Write a new ending to a book you read this summer.   
18. Create a postcard showing all the activities you are doing this summer.  

Use the back to write a message telling why each activity has been fun.   
19. Write a letter to a friend telling about all information you have 

discovered from the nonfiction books you have read this summer.   
20. Think of a book you read this summer.  Write about or draw what 

happened at the beginning, the middle, and the end of the book.   
21. Find an advertisement in a magazine or a newspaper for a toy you 

would like to have.  Cut out the picture and then write a note to a family 
member that might persuade them to buy it for you. 

22. Design a telephone directory for at least ten of the characters from 
books you have read this summer.  Make sure to include addresses 
and telephone numbers for each one.  Be creative! 

23. Plan a summer treasure hunt for your family and friends.  Write about 
your plan. Include a list of all the things you would need.  Make a map 
with clues to find the treasures. 

24. Draw a setting from a book you are reading.  Label your picture. 
25. Write a letter to the author of one of the books you have read this 

summer.  Be sure to include one thing you noticed about the author’s 
style.  Send it to the author.  (Look on their website for their address.) 

26. Write all the words you can make out of the letters in the words “Be 
Creative in Reading and Writing!”  Use these words to write a creative 
story. 

27. Tell a friend about 10 activities that could take the place of watching 
television or playing video games.  Convince them to try one with you. 

28. Compare yourself to a book character you read about this summer.  
Write how you compare and contrast with this character.  Use examples 
from the book to explain your comparisons.   
 

  


