APPROVED Rockvill e, Maryl and
50- 1986 Decenber 1, 1986

The Board of Education of Montgonery County nmet in special session at
the Carver Educational Services Center, Rockville, Maryland, on
Monday, Decenber 1, 1986, at 7:10 p.m

ROLL CALL Present: Dr. James E. Cronin, President

in the Chair

M's. Sharon Di Fonzo

M. Blair G BEw ng

Dr. Jerem ah Fl oyd

M. Bruce A ol densohn

Ms. Marilyn J. Praisner

Dr. Robert E. Shoenberg

M's. Mary Margaret Slye

M. Eric Steinberg

Absent: None

O hers Present: Dr. Wlnmer S. Cody, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Harry Pitt, Deputy Superintendent
M. Thomas S. Fess, Parlianentarian

Re: SWEARI NG | N OF NEW MEMBERS

Ms. Cndy MAlister, clerk of the Montgonery County Circuit Court,
adm ni stered the oath of office to Dr. Cronin, M. Goldensohn, Ms.
Prai sner, and Dr. Shoenberg.

Re: STATEMENT BY DR CRONI N
Dr. Cronin made the follow ng statenent:

"There are many people to thank for the effort which led to our
election. First, I want to thank nmy wife Andy for the tinme she put
into this effort. Considering we both had canpaigns going it was an
exhil arati ng experience. To Candy, to Charles, to Ellen, to Ann, to
a multitude of people, there is no way you can express the gratitude
for the |l ove and support that you gave in getting us elected. It is
a marvelous effort. Thank you.

"To Bob, to Marilyn, and to Jerry, thank you. It is one thing to be
continuing on a Board with people that you have conme to work with,
that you know, that you love. It is also another thing to |ose a
good friend. Part of this evening is a good occasion. Also part of
it is sad. Two years ago we had the opportunity to add to this Board
a strong, vital menber of this conmunity who was a strong rol e nodel
for our black children. W |ose Jerry this evening; however, in the
vote we al so took a couple of weeks ago, we put in sonme seats. They
are self-warm ng seats. They stay warmfor two years after sonmebody
| eaves them | expect that the seat will be filled again in two
years by none other than Dr. Floyd. | look forward to it.

"A reel ection speech is an opportunity to reflect upon your previous



termof office and, |ike New Year's resolutions, to outline your
hopes for the next four years. The Board's priorities are alive and

well. | remain conmtted to themand to the funding it will take to
continue to nake thema reality. |In order to bring themcloser to
fruition, I must indicate the challenges | see before us and the

opportunity for growth that those chall enges offer

"Over the past 12 years the school systemhas swing wildly to the
right and to the left, driven by the ideol ogies represented by Board
menbers. I ndividual nmenbers had their own agendas, and at tines
voting blocs fornmed to pronote the various personal agendas. These
may have offered the Board nenmbers their own ego-satisfactions, but
they were destructive to the fabric of the school system Qur
principals and teachers went about their business trying to educate
children with facti ous Boards confusing the direction educati on woul d
take. | believe those days are past. | do not see on this Board a
tol erance for personal agendas. W have built a collegial atnosphere
founded upon open communi cati on and consensus. This will be the
hal | mark of the next four years.

"The chall enge the Board faces is a different one now. The schoo
system has a deserved reputation for excellence, but it cannot rest
upon its laurels. The future is changing rapidly, and the task for
the Board is to grasp the opportunities for change and to choose

wi sely the paths to take. W cannot afford to be driven by personal
agendas because no one of us alone is w se enough to read the future,
to direct its pace, and to structure the educational programto neet
it all by ourselves. As well we cannot becone the pawns of interest
groups and upset the countyw de focus of a school systemto neet
tenporary ends. The future is too inportant to becone captive to the
present. W know that equal opportunity is an educational right for
all our children. W have had three years of dramatic change,
especially for our minority children. W face now the harder task of
change whi ch addresses fundanental ways in which we teach our
children. Gowh will not cone as easily, and the success neasures
may not rise as dramatically. Yet we nmust press for progress. To
this end, in order to insure that racial justice is a hallmrk of our
school system | pledge nyself to work with Dr. Scott and the
superintendent, and | look forward to Dr. Scott's report in January.
For equal educational justice to be a reality it nust extend to al
our children

"I pledge nmy support to those children who have special needs. They
are the nost vul nerable of our children and need firmdirection from
the Board itself. In particular, | pledge nmyself to the full funding
of the needs of our handi capped children. It is one thing to say we
must bal ance our budgetary needs realistically with county revenue
sources. It is quite another to do that bal ancing at the expense of
children who already face life with sone advantages denied to them
because of physical or nental handi caps. W have for too | ong nade
wel | -intentioned but underfunded efforts on their behalf. It is tine
to address their full needs.

"I have awaited the task force report on K-12 policy for it includes



a special interest of mne, the education of the child in early

adol escence. | believe that the years spent in seventh and eighth
grades are critical to future success, and that we do not have a
program adequately suited to neet the needs of a youngster coping
with so many changes in his or her life. | know the interests of the
ot her Board nmenbers will be directed to other elenents of our K-12
programso | will feel free to focus nyself on the J/1/Mlevel and
work with our teachers and administrators to inprove MCPS in this

ar ea.

"OF course, all of these objectives along with fundanmenta

i nprovenents for our enployees require funding fromthe county
executive and the County Council. W have heard the rhetoric of the
canpaign trail. The time will cone shortly to test the resol ve of

t hose who today have pl edged thenselves to work for our county. The
future is now The funds spent in the next four years will affect
children who enter kindergarten next fall and who will graduate high
school in June of the year 2000. W stand at the threshold of the
future. We can challenge to excellence or slide slowy to

medi ocrity.

"Wth deference to T. S. Eliot, | would prefer to see the year 2000
end with a bang and not with a whinper. Thank you, and | | ook
forward to the next four years."

Re: STATEMENT BY MR GOLDENSCHN
M. ol densohn nmade the foll owi ng statenent:

"I see quite a few famliar faces in the audience. | think during
the past six nmonths | have either worked with each and every one of
you, either on nmy own canpai gn or found you at the various events |
went to when you were working for someone el se's canpaign. For those
in that category, | forgive you. W wll now all work together, and
that is what is going to happen with the Board that is sitting at the
table at this nonent. | amthe only new nmenber on the Board, and it
ism job, my role, to fit nyself into that grouping so that we
continue to work as a team As Dr. Cronin nentioned earlier, there
are no Board nmenbers with private agendas, or hidden agendas. W
will work as seven for the entire county.

"My entire campai gn was based on one slogan, and that was 'equa
access to quality education for all children.” That will occur in
the future. The current Board has started us on the road, and to
quote fromtheir own canmpaign literature in the past few nonths they
did 'build the foundations.' They did put the blueprints together
and | amgoing to work with themin the future, in the next four
years, to build that system

"I have a very tall order on that system It is a challenge, and
amvery briefly going to outline sone very conci se words which sum up
all of ny feelings about what this Board has to do in the next few
years and how it has to behave. Together this is what we will do.
"This county school systemw |l be nore efficient than it has been



It will be nore effective than it has been. | hope it will be nore
i nnovative than it has been. It will continue to be responsive to a
greater degree than ever before, and it will be open and accessible
to all the citizens of this county, to the staff that works here, the
teachers that teach in our schools, the parents, and the children
The bureaucracy that operates in this building is the front line to
t he peopl e who have a problem and woul d need answers. This

bur eaucracy nust be productive, helpful, and at tinmes plain

conpassi onate. W operate and adm nister this systemfor our
children, for the parents that care for them and all the taxpayers
of the county, even those who don't have children in the schoo
system

"My allegiance is to the entire county, to the entire school system

not to any one area or one group. | accepted support in the canpaign
froma variety of opposing groups, left, right, |iberal
conservative, anyone who was reasonable, | was willing to talk with

and listen to. They are part of our society, and | expect to serve
themin the com ng four years.

"My extrene and sincere thanks to the thousands of voters in this
county who had faith in me and in nmy record to allow ne to assune
this position. |In particular, | would like to thank the 411 people
who nmade the nmargin of difference, and if the powers would be woul d
allownme | would like to get a list of their names so that | could

t hank them personally. It would be inpossible to list and nention

t he nanes of everyone who helped in the canpaign. | started to put
together that list, and it was reaching the 200 nmark and growi ng. So
I will not read themout. | wll nention four names, two of which
am not supposed to nmention, but I will nmention my wife Ann, and ny
daught er Suzanne, and ny canpaign treasurer Robin Savitz and her
husband, who wound up bei ng ny canpai gn finance chairman although he

didn't bargain for it in the beginning, JimSavitz. | would also
like to thank the press who was extremely kind to me in this
election. | won't go through the canpai gn rhetoric about who

endorsed ne or how, but the press was very nice to ne and
appreciate that. M/ entire political career has been one of
openness, and that has always included the press, and | hope that

they will be fair with nme as they have been in the past. | know t hat
this Board, and particularly, | will be very fair with themin the
future.

"I thank all of you for coming. | could get very phil osophical right
now, but | think I had better stop while I am ahead. | had you

| aughi ng a nmonent ago, so | will end it here. For those of you going
on to the inaugural ball, I will neet you there. Some of you may

have wondered why the people were here in tuxedos, actually they are
the band and they will be coming out a little bit later. Thank you
again all for coming."

Re: STATEMENT BY MRS. PRAI SNER

M's. Praisner nmade the follow ng statenent:



"My fellow Board nenbers, Dr. Cody, nmenbers of the staff, and

friends. |If four years ago was an exciting and dramatic begi nni ng
then this evening is an opportunity to pause and reflect before we
continue on. It provides an opportunity to | ook back briefly on the

| ast four years, to | ook ahead in general, and nost of all to thank
t hose of you who have given nme the opportunity to do bot h.

"I hesitate to recite the acconplishnments of the [ast four years |est
it sound like a canpaign speech. But it certainly has been a busy
four years as we have addressed issues of concern to al nost every
constituent group in this county. |In tone and in substance, we have
already left our mark. Moreover the initiatives and priorities we
have set in place will continue to represent the major focus for the
future, and they continue to have ny support.

"If there is one thing | have learned in the last four years as |
have visited other school districts and conpared notes w th other
Board nmenmbers, it is that there is nothing out there that conpares to
Mont gonmery County. Qur staff and our prograns are superior to nost
of what | saw, and the conmunity's intense interest in and comn t ment
to education and conmunity invol verent cannot be found el sewhere on
this earth, or probably even in this galaxy. Wich makes even
greater the chall enges and demands we face as public officials in
this county. Qur responsibility as educational |eaders of this
community is to build on these strengths and to set a course for the
future that reflects the needs of this county.

"We are a changi ng county and a changi ng school system grow ng both
in size and diversity while maturing both in staff and in facilities.
Qur greatest challenges the next four years will be to help the
communi ty understand that diversity and those changes and wor ki ng
with community and staff to plan in an orderly fashion for those
changes. It means lots of hard work and nore dull neetings by press
standards. It will not nake for sexy headlines. Furthernore, this
canpai gn year it was fashionable to support education, but when the
tough issues need to be faced, we will probably find oursel ves al one
in the trenches.

"To the staff who will be there with us, | thank you for your support
and your patience the last four years. | have |learned a great dea
fromyou, and | |ook forward to working with you in the future.

appreci ate your significant dedication to this school system your
expertise, and al so your sense of hunor. None of us can afford to
t ake ourselves too seriously.

"To the citizens of Montgonmery County, | thank you for your vote of
confidence and your support. Four years ago | pledged every ounce of
energy in me to the task. | offer no less this tinme. Have we al ways
reached the sanme conclusions the |last four years? -- no. WIIl we in
the future? -- hardly. But whatever the major issue, | intend to
continue to do ny honmework, ask the tough questions, review all the
citizen and staff input no matter how long it takes me, and make up
my own mnd, and then share with you nmy reasons.



"For their efforts in providing me this opportunity I would like to

t hank sone very special people for whom'thank you' seens very

i nadequate. Thanks to sone people who were with ne a very long tine
ago back in 1980 and in 1982, Ruth, John, and many of you who are
here this evening. Thanks, too, to Candy and Charl es whose lives can
now return to normal, but who will always hold a special place in ny
heart. To the nmany others who gave so freely of their tine these
last few nmonths -- Ann, Alice, WI, Dave, Ellen, and Keith,

hesitate to nanme you for fear of forgetting soneone. It has truly
been a group effort, and you are one terrific group

"To ny famly, ny nother who each day gives new neaning to conmunity
service and the golden rule. To ny daughter Karen, whose canpai gni ng
this year was, of necessity, in spirit rather than in person. To ny
son M chael, whose unflinching support required that now he take
annual leave to help at the polls. To ny daughter Alison, who as an
MCPS student and her nother's look alike I amtold, probably bears

t he hardest burden being a Praisner. To nmy AFS daughter Nessy, who
got nore than she bargai ned for when she cane to live with the

Prai sners for a year. And last, but certainly not least, to ny
husband Don, whose wi sdom patience, support and |ove are al ways
there in abundance. By now you and Dan Di Fonzo shoul d probably be
ready for the Betty Crocker Bake-off!

"Al'l of you are very, very special to ne. Those | nentioned and

t hose of you who are here as well and | haven't nentioned. | could
never have even consi dered doing the things that | have done w t hout
your support and encouragenent. You keep ne going every day.

"A few special words for a very special friend, Jerry Floyd. 1In the
past two years you have proven to be a dedicated and caring Board
menber. \Whether in executive or public sessions, chairing nmeetings
or commenting at neetings, preparing nmenos or reacting to others, you
have denonstrated over and over again your know edge, your style, and
your class. W on the Board and the students and the staff of this
school system are grateful for your efforts. | personally will mss
you a great deal, but | hope | and the systemw || continue to have
the benefit of your counsel and that you will maintain your active

i nvol venent in education in this county. W need you.

"To ny super running mates and the ot her nenbers of the Board, as we
face four nore years of |long hours, mles of paper, and nore neetings
t han nost Boards of Education have conbined, |I pledge to match your
energy and your effort. W know the challenges. W know the issues.
And, as soon as | visit the opthanol ogi st next week, | wll be ready
for the neetings and the paper. | know you know those issues. Let's
go. W are ready. Wen is the next neeting? Thank you."

Re: STATEMENT BY DR SHOENBERG
Dr. Shoenberg nmade the foll owi ng statenent:

"Marilyn's going to the opthanol ogi st next week. | went today. And
| still can't see which may spare you a | ong speech because | can't



read, but it may make it a little | onger because | will have to in
part ad-lib it. Know that dilated pupils don't mean | am on
sormet hi ng.

"Tonight is, as you have heard fromthe other Board menbers, an
opportunity for taking stock and | ooki ng ahead. But | decided

woul d not do that. | spent too many nonths reciting the many and
genui ne acconplishments of the Board to have the stomach for doing it
again tonight. 1'd bore nyself to death.

"As far as |ooking ahead is concerned, that's the question |'ve been
getting fromthe press all week, and if you want to know what | think
about the future, you can read it in the newspaper. | won't bother
you about it tonight.

"l decided that | would talk a little bit about how | feel rather
than what | think. Wen I first becane a nenber of the Board, | was
surprised at one of the things that was starting to happen to nme and
that was the devel opment of an extrenely strong fellow feeling with
ot her nmenbers of the Board, even with those people wi th whom I

habi tual |y di sagreed. There is sonething about being a Board nenber
that is different from being anything el se and whi ch bi nds peopl e
together. That is a feeling that | experienced and continue to
experi ence very strongly.

"I had sone hesitancy about running for the Board again unti
sonmebody asked me a question, and | have even forgotten who it was,
but the question was "if you were to | eave the Board, would you m ss
it?" And | didn't have to hesitate for half a second before
answering that question in the affirmative. Yes, indeed, | would
mss it. And |l would mss it for two very strong and very prom nent
reasons. One is that if you are going to be involved with your

community, this is a wonderful way to be involved. It is an
opportunity to make a real difference, to do something that is
personally fulfilling, and if you spend your day dealing with

educational issues as | do, and care as nuch about education as | do,
it is a very logical extension of the rest of ny life. The second
had to do with people, with the people | worked with as a Board
menber and especially over these |ast two years with Peggy, Blair,
Jim Jerry, Marilyn, Sharon, and for this last year with Eric. | can
say their names in order without |ooking to see if they are there
because we always sit this way. W wll change order a week from
tomorrow. And it will be a pleasure to go on serving with them

"W are going to miss Jerry very nuch. He has been a wonderfu

person with whomto work as a running mate just as he has been a
wonder ful person with whomto serve on the Board. And | amgoing to
m ss his presence a great deal as will the others who have spoken,
and | believe will speak. W nonethel ess wel cone Bruce to the Board
because he seens to be the kind of person who can operate in the
spirit in which we have operated, who can becone part of that shared
experience, and for all the difficulties we have and for the troubles
and tribulations that we go through, it is a significant experience
for a person to have.



"It is a pleasure to work with the kind of staff we do. Serving as a
menber of the Montgonery County Board of Education would not begin to
be as not only bearable but exhilarating an experience were it not
for Tom Fess, who has got to be the best person at what he does of
anybody, anywhere. He is a real all-Anerican, and he has put
together a staff which equally shares in that expertise, goodw I,
and just plain cheerful ness. David Fischer, Mary Lou Wod, M dge
Larnmore, Lillian Gallupe, and Ann Shebovsky. And with a
superintendent and deputy superintendent who preside over one of the
out st andi ng school systens in the United States, a marvel ous thing
for themto know, and all the staff that works with them and works
with us so closely. They are people of outstanding intelligence,
quality of character, humanity, and real care for children and for

t he education of children which they reveal every day.

"A lot of people to be thanked for ny having the opportunity to go on
working with these others for the next four years. Candy and

Charl es, others have nentioned, wonderful people. Ann, Ellen, Alice,
W1, and Keith and others whomif | tried to renenber | could not
renenber themall, but we thank you all very much. And particularly
for the indul gence, support, goodwill of my famly. For Dana, who is
away at college but who was there on the tel ephone cheering every
week. For Halley, who is going to pay a heck of a price for having
her father hand her her dipl oma when she graduates but who was the

first one to say, 'go for it.'" And particularly for Sue. W've had
a houseful of canpaigns, too. And if we ever get our dining room
back again, it will be a miracle. It will take all the trash trucks

in Montgonmery County. For Sue, who was there, who answers the

tel ephone and with the right answers every tine. And who will open a
sl eepy eye when | come toddling in at 12 or 12: 30 and who has al ways
been supportive and there when | needed her, and | hope | have, and
will, do the sane.

"For all of you and for the public that you represent, if one is
going to get pleasure out of serving on a Board of Education it is
only because you think of the people you serve as good peopl e and
worth all the effort that you can put into it, and | do believe that
of the people of Montgonery County. It is a very special group of
people in this world in ways that perhaps they don't ordinarily think
of. | will give you ny all for the next four years. Serving on a
Board of this sort, if you have any pride, you can't help but give
your all or you get left hanging. And ny indulgence for this

bl eary-eyed ranbling for all of you. Thank you very much. | [|ook
forward to seeing and hearing fromyou over the next four years.

Re: REMARKS BY CONTI NUI NG BOARD MEMBERS
Ms. D Fonzo, M. BEwing, Ms. Slye and M. Steinberg wel comed M.
ol densohn to the Board, congratulated Dr. Cronin, Ms. Praisner and

Dr. Shoenberg as continui ng nenbers, and wi shed Dr. Floyd well.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 650- 86 Re: COMMENDATI ON OF DR JEREM AH FLOYD



On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by Ms. D Fonzo, the follow ng resol ution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, Jerem ah Floyd is retiring fromthe Mntgonmery County Board
of Education after serving for over two years; and

WHEREAS, During his termof office he provided | eadership and
creative solutions to problens faced by public education in
Mont gonmery County; and

WHEREAS, He has constantly sought to advance educati ona
opportunities for all students; and

WHEREAS, Through his prior experience as a Board nmenber and as a
teacher, he brought a val uabl e perspective to the Board as a nenber
and as vice president; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That this Board, on behalf of the superintendent, staff,
parents, and students, express its deep gratitude and appreciation to
Dr. Jerem ah Floyd for his outstanding | eadership and devoted service
to the Montgonmery County Public Schools; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this resolution be included in the mnutes of this
nmeeting and that a copy be presented to Jerem ah Fl oyd.

Re: PRESENTATI ON OF CERTI FI CATE TO DR FLOYD
On behal f of the students, staff, and Board of Education of
Mont gonmery County, Dr. Cody presented Dr. Floyd with a certificate of
appreci ati on.

Re: STATEMENT BY DR FLOYD
Dr. Floyd nade the follow ng statenent:
"M. President, ny friends, two years and two nonths ago on the

affirmative votes of JimCronin, Blair Ewing, Mrilyn Praisner, Bob
Shoenberg, and Jacqui e Duby, our esteened student Board nenber at

that time, | joined this Board of Education as a full participating
menber. Tonight as | end that service and prepare to nove on to
other civic endeavors, | want to thank each of those good people for
their trust, for their confidence, and for their friendship. 1 also

want to thank my wife Clara, ny daughter Camlle, and ny son Edgar
for their steadfast support.

"Marilyn, your words of two years ago which said 'say goodbye to your
famly' were seared into my consciousness at that time. So

foll owed your lofty advice, and | said goodbye. Now | nust admt

hi ndsi ght is better than foresight, but two years and two nont hs

later, | have to say that | did get a raised eyebrow on two or three
occasions particularly when I was concerned about how hard C ara was
working to get nme reelected. | wondered whet her she was enjoying ny

bei ng away from hone. | do want to say though that since the events



of the election, |I have been fully accepted back into the fold, the
househol d, and all is well. | think. So we are still successfu
regardl ess of that outcone.

"Al so regardl ess of how hard one tries to be successful, one nmust be
ever m ndful that success cones in many forns. | amespecially

t hankful for the upbringing and the tutelage |I received early in ny
life fromny nother, who is now deceased, and ny father, who is 76
and goi ng strong. They taught nme how to accept wi nning with homage
and reverence and to face defeat courageously and with grace. They
al so taught ne that joy and appreciation cone nost assuredly from

havi ng the opportunity to serve. It has been a stimulating and
chal l enging period in ny life, one which I will |ong remenber

"Upon assuming this office, | stated that | expected to be judged by
ny deeds, by the performance that | exhibit. | thank the citizens of

this county at that tine who | obbied the Board for their votes on ny
behal f. Tonight | reaffirmny sincere thanks to all of those people
and al so express ny deep appreciation for their continuing confidence
that they showed by working for ny reelection and voting for ne. As
you know, a lot of people concurred in the judgnent which they nade
at that time because nearly 64,000 people, fine and upright citizens
of this county, voted for me. To paraphrase that inmmortal Frenchman
whose nane | have forgotten, 'that many people sinply can't be al
wrong. "'

"Yet in portraying life's opportunity, one witer has stated, 'each
person is given a bag of tools, a shapeless nass, and a book of
rul es, and each must make before life has flown, a stunbling bl ock or

a stepping stone.' | chose to spend ny tinme here trying to renove
stunbling bl ocks and creating stepping stones so that all of our
children coul d have a successful experience in school. Sone of those

efforts took various forms. They took the formof neeting with a
group of parents of gifted el enentary students in Damascus, trying to
assuage their fears for the junior high school years and their
children's program Meeting with a nmultiracial, multiethnic group of
parents fromthe New Hanpshire Estates area in nmy hone to address the
concerns that they had about the future of their school and its
program Meeting with Ritchie Park and Horizon Hills parents to hear
their concerns and to assuage their fears about school boundary
matters. Meeting with a group of black parents from Rosemary Hlls
to |l ook at desegregation and equity issues. And many ot her exanples
which | as well as nmy coll eagues on the Board could cite, but these
are just a few.

"I rejoice at having had the opportunity to serve in this way. A
school Board nmenber's job is to serve a two-way anbassadorship. He
must |isten to people and explain Board policy and plans. He nust
explain to the Board those concerns heard fromthe people. | know
that all of you who will continue on this Board will do this as you
face the future and engage in the great task that |ie ahead.

"Mich has been said tonight about our canpaign staff, and certainly
to Candy and Charles, Ann, David, and Keith and a host of others who
| abored so fiercely and so hard on our behalf during this canpaign, |



express ny personal and profound thanks.

"Let me say a word or two to Jim to Marilyn and Bob. | learned a
heck of a lot by canpaigning with you, the warnth, the friendship,
the I ove and respect that manifested itself anong us is denonstrable
confirmation to nme that it is possible for human beings of different
races, religions, genders and backgrounds to conpete harnoniously
toward the attai nment of one objective and to do it unselfishly and
respectfully. Each of us wi shes that the outcone of our efforts was
four out of four; however, we all know there are many tines in our
[ives when we nust live with what is while at the sane tinme forever
keepi ng the chall enge before us of what mght be. During the |ast
four years this Board has worked mghtily to chart a course of
excel l ence and equity for all of our students. Indeed, one could
rightly say that it has been a genuine struggle, but apropos to the
words of Frederick Douglass we know that if there is no struggle,
there is no progress. And while | certainly had hoped to be here
with you tonight in a different capacity, | rejoice at know ng that
t hrough the denocratic process the citizenry of this county

overwhel mngly reaffirned its commtnment to the lofty principles we
espoused. | need only to cite as evidence the reelection of you,
Marilyn, Bob and Jim This action shows clearly that our citizenry
is not conprised mainly of those who wish for progress and yet
deprecate agitation.

"Again, to use a Frederick Dougl ass netaphor, 'they are not those who
want crops w thout plowing up the field or those who want rain

wi t hout the mighty thunder and |ightening, nor are they those who
want the ocean without the mghty roar of its many rivers.' Menbers
of this Board of Education, | say to you, the citizens have stated
clearly that they expect you to stay the course that you know is
just. It is a course that everyone of the children attendi ng our
schools today will need to traverse successfully if they are to be
able to function effectively as future adult citizens. So | inplore
each of you tonight to reach deep into the crevasses of your very
soul and take those future actions that to paraphrase Thomas Wl fe
will ensure to every child his chance, every child regardl ess of his
or her birthright, a shining gol den opportunity to be hinself or
herself, to become everything that their abilities and visions can
conbine to make them For, again, as Thomas Wl fe said, '"this,
seeker, is the promse of Anerica.' | believe it is the prom se of
this county which has entrusted to your care the governance of its
public schools. Peace.”

Re:  ADJOURNMENT

The president adjourned the nmeeting to a reception at 8:05 p. m
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