Ritchie Park Elementary PTA
     Meeting Minutes – April 5, 2011
Attendees:  Sign in sheet attached







Meeting called to order 7:35 PM
Approval of February 22nd meeting minutes with minor changes, approved.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
Carrie gave us a report of the financials.
FUNDRAISING REPORT & UPDATE:

Sharri reported that 75 people completed the online survey regarding donations. Walk a thon, direct donations, gift wrap and grocery store loyalty programs were among the most popular.  All info from the survey will be taken into consideration for the next years’ fundraising effort.  Talked about Ideas for next year’s fundraisers, one was the booster-thon, a 10 day program incorporating a fun run and academic themed contests.  More info and questions to be answered before any decisions are made.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:

2011/2012 Kindergarten enrollment numbers are down as of now. Ms. Long reported the new front door security system is on its way-all Montgomery County schools are getting this same security system.  The next meeting regarding the new ES #5 is next Thursday April 7th. Designs of the school were shown at the last meeting that incorporated sharing space with another Montgomery County facility. We can share our opinions at Thursday meeting regarding this issue. Meeting is at the Children’s resource center.  The date for the Earth day event may be April 15th.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT:

There are currently 203 members.

ADVOCACY REPORT:

The operation budget hearing is on April 7th.Cheryl urged everyone of the importance to send and email to the county council expressing our opposition to the budget cuts.  The final meeting for the JW addition is April 12th @ 7:30PM.  
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS:
Barnes and noble book fair was a great event, no figures reported yet. The fair was very busy and thanks were given to everyone’s involvement.  Adventure theatre is April 15th for the 3rd thru 5th graders. This is based on an author’s stud.  Spring carnival is Sunday May 1st, 1-5. There will be bouncies, rock climbing wall and much more. Sign up genius is set up for volunteers.  Lot’s of donations have come in for the silent auction. The next Restaurant night is 4/12 @ California Tortilla – code word is panthers.  We need more volunteers for staff appreciation, a flyer went home about this.  Kindergarten orientation 

3/28 & 3/29 and the kickball game is Monday April 11th and flyers came home about the art and science fair.
A collection for the Gauthier family is underway. Ray Gauthier passed away, his son is a 2nd grader at RPES.

Field day is Tuesday May 3rd 9:15-11:15 – volunteers are still needed. Rain date is Friday May 6th.  A chair person is needed for the book swap on June 6th and 7th.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Thanks were given to Erin, Vince and Randi for being on the committee.
ELMO DEMONSTRATION WAS GIVEN BY MRS. McCosky.

We currently have 12 ELMOS and we need 25. A motion was made to amend the budget to make expenditure to buy 2 more ELMOS. All were in favor.

Meeting concluded at 9:35.

