Good evening John Poole Middle School families,
This is Mr. Green with your weekly updates for November 6 - November 10, 2023.
I hope everyone remembered to set their clocks back and took today to adjust to the new time with an extra hour of sleep.
I would like to take a moment and congratulate our fall athletes on successful seasons.  It was great seeing you all participate and compete on the field and on the course.
All parents and guardians are invited to attend our annual Open House on Friday, November 10, 2023. This is a wonderful opportunity for you to visit your child’s classes and learn more about our instructional program.  There will also be staff members available for any parents who need assistance with ParentVUE and myMCPS Classroom.  
Please bring a valid driver’s license ID with you because you will be required to sign in at the main office before proceeding to classrooms.  If you would like to be registered ahead of time, please complete this form.  Please contact the school with any questions.
Report cards will be available in Synergy on Thursday, November 9.  Report cards will be distributed to students on 11/9.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
John Poole MS Athletics - 7th and 8th Graders:  JPMS Girls and Boys Basketball Registration opened up on Monday, Oct. 30.  Before you register you must have completed the doctor's Pre-participation physical (MCPS Form SR-8) (within two years) and also have this form ready to upload when you register.  Click here to learn more about the JPMS Basketball Season 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
INTRAMURALS - Open to ALL JPMS students. 
WEIGHT ROOM starts November 8 with Mr. Hartley.  It will be held on Tuesdays/Wednesdays or Thursdays.  Stop by the locker rooms to get more information and pick up the permission slip. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATIONS NEEDED!  John Poole Middle School's 8th Grade Timberwolf Ambassadors, in collaboration with WUMCO, are again organizing a food drive to provide 10 local families with complete Thanksgiving meals including all the fixings!  Please sign up at the Sign Up Genius found here to contribute a food item(s) to this effort.   All food can be dropped off at John Poole Middle School between November 6th and November 16th.  Perishable items should be dropped off in the Main Office and canned goods should be brought to students’ TAP classes for collection.  Thank you in advance for supporting the Timberwolf Ambassadors and WUMCO!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Applications Now for High School Regional/Countywide Special Programs
Grade 8 students will have the opportunity to apply for Regional/Countywide Special Programs using the high school common application found in ParentVUE. Additionally, students in Grades 9-11 may apply for career readiness programs. Information sessions will be available for students and families, and all dates can be found on the special programs webpage.
The application deadline has been extended to Wednesday, Nov. 8. 
Programs-At-A-Glance, eligibility, frequently asked questions and October open house dates are available on this website.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Drama Production Update
We have had to move the Saturday, December 16, 2023, afternoon show to Friday, December 8, 2023.  The show will begin at 6:30 p.m.  The second show will continue as originally scheduled for Friday, December 15, 2023, at 6:30 p.m.  We hope to see you at the shows! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MCPS Personal Body Safety Lessons
MCPS implements Personal Body Safety Lessons (PBSLs) with grade-level, age-appropriate content for students in every grade from Pre-K to 12. During the 2023–2024 school year, the lessons were revised for Prekindergarten through Grade 8, ensuring they were more interactive and age-appropriate.
These lessons are designed to empower students to recognize and report suspected cases of abuse without fear of reprisal. In addition, embedded in the MCPS elementary and secondary health curriculum are age-appropriate lessons on safety and injury prevention, family life and human sexuality, cyberbullying and social media, healthy relationships, harassment, and intimidation.
PBSL focuses on:
1. Defining abuse and neglect;
1. Teaching students skills for self-protection with opportunities to practice reporting to a trusted adult; and
1. Promoting positive and appropriate interactions among children, adults, and peers.
JPMS students will receive PBSL through their Health or PE class with support and guidance from a school counselor.  These lessons will be provided to students on November 7 and November 8, 2023.
If you have any questions please contact Kevin Maruskin, counselor, via email at Kevin_T_Maruskin@mcpsmd.org.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Parent Teacher Conferences
John Poole Middle School is preparing for our November 2023 Parent-Teacher conferences.  For families who are new to the middle school format, please understand that our teachers will not be able to meet with all parents about all of their students.  While some conferences will be scheduled by our school staff, we will also offer an open house format.  If you are unable to meet with a specific teacher or if you are not available to attend our conference night, please let us know and we will do our best to accommodate you at another time.  Thank you!
Our parent-teacher conferences will be held on Monday, November 20, 2023.  Parents are encouraged to meet with as many teachers as they choose. Unlike elementary school conferences, middle school conferences are completely voluntary.  Teachers have been encouraged to keep each conference to 5-10 minutes to ensure that as many parents as possible have the opportunity to meet with their student’s teachers. 
Teachers will be stationed alphabetically in the main gym from 4:15-7:15 p.m.  If there is a long line for a teacher or if a teacher is not currently available, parents are encouraged to visit another teacher until that teacher is available.  Below is the break schedule for departments so that you can plan your visit.  There will be several other staff members to assist if needed. 
	Time
	Department(s)

	4:15 - 4:45 p.m.
	Math

	4:45 - 5:15 p.m.
	English, Reading, & ELD

	5:15 - 5:45 p.m.
	Autism Program & Social Studies

	5:45 - 6:15 p.m.
	Science

	6:15 - 6:45 p.m.
	PE / Health & Electives

	6:45 - 7:15 p.m.
	Building Services


When we get closer to the date, we will update you on which teachers may be unable to stay for conferences on the evening of Monday, November 20th. These teachers will be available from 1:00-4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 21st, or at another convenient time to meet with you if needed.  Please contact teachers directly for more information on their availability.   
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Holiday Giving Project of Montgomery County
The Holiday Giving Project of Montgomery County has provided Thanksgiving meals and December holiday assistance to households for over 30 years.  If your family would like to be referred to possibly receive assistance this holiday season, please contact the Counseling Office at John Poole Middle School at 240-740-4210 or send an email to: Tammy_P_Lightcap@mcpsmd.org.  While a referral is not a guarantee of assistance, the Project helps as many families as donations allow.

Deadline to apply for Holidays:
November 20, 2023 – December Holiday
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
YEARBOOK NEWS:
The 2023-2024 John Poole Yearbook is currently available for purchase at Jostens.com. Personalization is available through January 26, 2024.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please continue to check the myMCPS Classroom calendar or our JPMS school webpage for the most updated information, including upcoming events, bus routes, and other happenings occurring at school.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please mark your calendars for these important upcoming events:
Thursday, November 9: Report Card Distribution and Report Cards available in ParentVUE
Friday, November 10:  Open House
Monday, November 20:  Early Release Day.   Students will be dismissed at 12:10 p.m.
Monday, November 20: Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held from 4:15 - 7:15 p.m.  
Tuesday, November 21: Early Release Day.   Students will be dismissed at 12:10 p.m.
Wednesday, November 22 - Friday, November 24:  Holiday.  NO SCHOOL.  All schools and officers are closed.
Monday, November 27 - Wednesday, November 29:  Outdoor Ed for all 6th-grade students.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Have a great night and a wonderful week!  
Mr. Green

