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Principal's Message
Student ServiceOne of the major requirements to receive a diploma from the Maryland State Department of Education is 75 hours of community service. The 75 hours of student service learning does not provide an indication of the level and quality of service given to the community by students in our school. There are many service clubs and organizations where students have gone beyond expectations to provide our community with countless acts of kindness. I salute these organizations that unselfishly give to others. Among them are the Leo Club, Cancer Awareness Club, Faith Works, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Key Club, Random Acts of Kindness Club, and the American Red Cross Club.
There is one group that has an extra special way of giving back to those who gave so much to us. The Cards for Heroes Club was inspired by Operation Welcome Home America and was started by sophomore Francisca Moreno who has been involved with the organization for seven years. Every other week they have an average of 20 students who make colorful cards with words of encouragement that are sent to veterans returning home from deployment around the world. The club is sponsored by Ms. Betty Nataro who is the PEAC Program coordinator and has a strong belief in giving back through service to the community.
Each week we will highlight the work of one of the many clubs and organizations that serve our community in special ways. 

PTSA President's Note
Our March PTSA meeting will feature Deputy Cindi Defriece who will speak to us about the relationship between the sheriff's office and the school, focusing on her role as part of the security team at Magruder. Questions from parents and students are welcome. Meeting is in the media center (2nd floor) at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 15th.  
Interested in a short-term position with the PTSA?  We are looking for three parents who would like to be on the nomination committee. The role of the nomination committee is to find interested candidates for the PTSA board. 
If you would like an even more involved role, consider one of the PTSA executive board positions: President, two Vice-presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, and Delegate. For more information, please let me know and I would be happy to discuss the positions: lkblack00@gmail.com. The slate of candidates will be named at the April PTSA meeting and will be voted on in May.



Show Dates March 4, 5, 11 and 12 7:00 p.m.$12 adults $8 students

STAFF APPRECIATION

FEBRUARY
Valentines Donuts
On Friday Feb. 12th, your 
PTSA Staff Appreciation 
team delivered 16 dozen 
heart shaped sprinkle 
donuts to the staff. The 
Coffee Bar was postponed 
several times due to snow 
days. It is rescheduled for 
April--a month without 
snow!

MARCH
Fresh Florida Oranges
During the first week in 
March, Mr. Custer and his 
staff and students in the 
Autism program will 
assemble and deliver a 
mailbox treat to all staff: 
Fresh Florida oranges 
purchased through 
Instrumental Music 
Department fundraiser.  
Thank you Mr. Custer, staff 
and students!!

Speak Up, Save a Life: Silence Kills, Good Samaritan Laws SaveA free event for the entire community
When:  Tuesday, March 8, 7:00pmWhere:  Shady Grove Middle School
Please join us as Redland Middle School and Shady Grove Middle School families host Stephen Chaikin, Assistant State's Attorney for Montgomery County, to discuss the alarming trend of young people overdosing from heroin, alcohol, and other drugs in Maryland.
The program will inform and educate parents, students, and community members about the overdose crisis, and explain how Good Samaritan laws save lives and protect individuals who call 9-1-1 to report a drug-related emergency.

• In 2014, there were 578 heroin-related deaths in Maryland, greater than the number of people who die in motor vehicle accidents (487)• Heroin and opioid drug dependency has more than doubled in Maryland over the last decade.
This program is part of the Maryland Heroin and Opioid Emergency Task Force's outreach effort to raise awareness about heroin and opioid abuse and overdose. It is approved by the Montgomery County Police and the Montgomery County Bar Association.

AFS Host Families Needed
AFS International Student Exchange has opportunities for Montgomery County families to host 
international high school exchange students for the 2016-2017 school year. Won't you consider it?
These are great, carefully screened kids. They come from over 90 different countries. They are 
eager to learn about America and take part in the activities of the host family and local high school. 
When you host an exchange student, your family has fun learning about another part of the world, 
and at the same time you'll be contributing to world peace and understanding. Two and single 
parent households, with or without kids, are eligible. The family provides a place to sleep (not 
necessarily a private room) and provides meals. Students bring their own spending money and 
have excellent health insurance. All AFS students have good academic records and speak English.
Now is the time to start making the arrangements. Working with an AFS volunteer, you'll select a 
student who is a good match for your family. To learn more, contact AFS volunteer Bob Rushing 
at 301-236-6809 (rushingrw@hotmail.com) , or visit the AFS website at www.afsusa.org.

Looking for a Summer Internship?
Your local Cal Ripken League baseball team, the Gaithersburg Giants, are looking for students to take photos and write recaps of their summer games. Looks great on a college application or resume! Interested students should contact Tracy Wahler.

Brave & Bold Coalition News
FRIDAY, MARCH 8
Please make every effort to attend the presentation at Shady Grove MS about 
the Maryland Good Samaritan Law, which will empower teens (or anyone) to 
call 911 if they are concerned a peer is experiencing an alcohol-or-other-drug overdose, or any 
danger or trauma. Students are encouraged to attend. Begins at 7:00 PM.
SATURDAY, MARCH 12
Our Adopt-A-Road clean-up along the middle section of Bowie-Mill Road, 9:00 a.m. - Noon.  SSL 
Hours opportunity; I bring the forms. Please contact me for details at 
braveandbold2011@gmail.com.
SUNDAY, MARCH 20: 7th Annual "Choose Respect" Teen Dating Violence Conference, at 
Richard Montgomery HS, from 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.FREE, but please register for sufficient give-
aways and food.  For all middle- and high-school students and their parents! Separate adult and 
student tracts -- I promise you and your favorite teen will have a good time and learn a lot!



I am happy to report the Brave and Bold presentation at the February Cashell ES PTA meeting, 
"What Substance Abuse Prevention Looks Like for Elementary School Parents," was warmly 
received. I was joined by Don Wood, a former Cashell parent who lost a son to an opiate overdose 
last spring. Don is exceptionally courageous in wanting to share his story to raise awareness and 
help parents avoid this devastating experience. We are working on a revised presentation for 
middle-school parents.
Finally, please keep all medicines and alcohol locked up, and make arrangements for responsible 
supervision when your favorite teens are on their own, especially during Spring Break.
Patty Winters
Coordinator, Brave and Bold Coalition
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