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Parent to Parent

Steven Thornberry

PTSA President

Saturday, October 25, marked the annual Neelsville
Day, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The PTSA
participated with a membership drive, a pair of silent
auctions for complimentary weekend stays at either the
Marriott Washington or the Marriott Renaissance, both
in Washington, DC. Congratulations to Jack Gaegler
on a double win!

In addition, we had up for grabs gift cards for Target
and Borders and a pair of binoculars in a “Guess the
Pennies” game. Neelsville students were allowed to
play for free, all others were asked for a $1.00
donation. The winners were all Neelsville students:

Devin Suvarnasuddhi (8th grade) — binoculars
Hunter Daniel (7th grade) — Target gift card
Byron Arriola (8th grade) — Border’s Gift Card.
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From the Principal’s Desk

Dollye McClain
Principal

New Quarter/Fresh Start

The first marking period ended on October 31% and
report cards were given out on November 11th. For
students who did not do as well as they should have,
the second marking period is a great opportunity to
bring up their grades. It is extremely important that
students strive for the highest average grade possible.
For some students, particularly sixth graders, the first
marking period is the toughest as they are just figuring
out middle school. The second marking period is an
excellent opportunity to raise grades or continue on the
right academic path. We regularly emphasize the
importance of grades with students and make a point of
celebrating the honor roll students in an effort to impact
all students with the positive aspects of doing well. |
hope parents will reinforce this effort. Our goal is, to
see every student at Neelsville Middle School on the
honor roll.

Neelsville Middle School is dedicated to maintaining an
open communication policy to enhance the parent-
school partnership in education. Listed below are some
of the new communication processes that we will
implement this year.

Edline- This on-line grading reporting system will
enable parents and students to regularly check their
child’s progress in each of their classes.

Connect Ed- This new automated phone system can
send out mass informational messages to all of our
parents regarding school related events.

SHARP (Suspension) Program Comes to Neelsville.
Sharp Suspension Programs is a community based,
alternative, and out-of-school suspension program.

continued on page 2
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From the President (cont. from page 1)

| was there the whole day and thought everyone
had a lot of fun. The PTSA gathered nine new
members and made $391.00 on memberships,
auctions and games. Jack Evans provided some
excellent grilled food, and if you missed the
cheesecake sold by the Spanish Dept., you missed
an awesome delight.

On Election Day, November 4, the PTSA held a
bake sale. Buyers were asked to make a donation
rather than pay a fixed price per item. We did very
well, making $590.00. The generosity of
Germantown folks is not to be underestimated. |
thank all who donated items for selling and who
were able to help out at the sale itself. A special
thanks to those Neelsville students who gave up
part of their day off from school to help us, as well:
Melissa Flatow, Alana Hamann, Sydni Logan, and
Emily Siok.

The PTSA is now up to 120 members, a 60%
increase over last year’s 72. Let’s give ourselves a
pat on the back and make every effort to increase
that total.

| wish everyone an enjoyable Thanksgiving!

General Information

Neelsville Middle School
11700 Neelsville Church Road
Germantown, MD 20876
School Phone: 301-353-8064

301-670-8275
301-353-0982

Office of Transportation:
Special Education Routes:

From the Principal’s Desk (cont. from page 1)

The bulk of each day is spent on homework, with daily
school assignments and materials provided by the
teachers. Additional time is offered for reflection on
behaviors that led to the suspension. Services are available
for various high and middle schools. Students that will be
suspended more than 2 days will be assigned to SHARP.

Our activity buses will run three days a week. Activity
buses will depart from Neelsville at 4:15 p.m. every
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. This year we have
three routes, which means that it may take students longer
to get home than on the regular bus. Please encourage
your child to participate in at least one after school activity.
It does make a school year more enjoyable and research
shows that when students participate in activities they do
better in school.

Please read our monthly newsletter very carefully each
month for information about parent meetings as well as the
many activities that go on at Neelsville. For parents new to
Neelsville, we welcome you and hope you will volunteer in
whatever capacity works best for you. Our PTSA provides a
multitude of ways to get involved, plus it's a great way to
meet other parents. Your child may not admit it, but they
like seeing that their parents are involved and invested in
what happens in their school life. We welcome your
involvement and hope to see you at the many activities that
we offer.

Honor Roll

I would like to congratulate the 340 students who made the
Honor Roll for the first marking period. We are truly proud
of their hard work and accomplishments. They will be
acknowledged at an honor roll party given by their teams. |
would especially like to congratulate the 32 students who

made “Straight A’s” they are:

Grade 6: Yasmine Bencheqroun, Tara Bhardvaj, Akash
Bhargava, llana Bleich, Quoc-Tri Bui, Yeabsera Dagem,
Rida Saeed

continued on page 3
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From the Principal’s Desk (continued from page 2)

Grade 7: Ralph-Oliver Abelard, Duke Addy, Raja Goyal, Laura Hampe, Ariel Jarvis, Navjot, Kaur, Krishna
Kollipara, Don Lam, Miranda Lochner, Emily Matthews, Sam Mendimasa, Krishna Mudwari, Calarina
Muslimani, Saisindura Pasupuleti, John (Jack) Schap, Rasika Singh, Nathan Smith, Jonathan Zuniga

Grade 8: Jasmine Benjamin, Evette Christine Gurrea, Rohini Manickam, Gregory Milhiser, Nivetita Ravi,
Diana Tappert, Sarah Wollman

The Thanksgiving Break is almost here and in the spirit of Thanksgiving, | wanted to take a moment to share how
grateful | am for all that our parents do to support the overall functioning of our school. Your involvement has a
profound impact on the lives of our student’s. | hope all is well with you and your family. W_ .

AF

-

MSA Tips for the month of November:
Week of November 5-

The best way to prepare for the test is to pay attention in class and complete all of your work during the entire
school year. What the MSA tests you on are the items that you are being taught in class. Keeping up to date on all
of your class work and homework will help you to prepare for the MSA without having to spend a lot of time and
energy trying to review or learn items right before the test. So, today’s MSA tip of the week is to stay on track
and up to date on all of your class work!

Week of November 12-

The MSA is a very important test for all of us. The MSA measures how well you have learned the material taught in
your classes. The MSA also provides information on how well Neelsville is preparing our students for academic
success. Your results from the MSA are very important and are used to help your teachers determine what
courses you take and what extra help you may need. So, today’s MSA tip of the week is to do your best on the
MSA and show how much you know!

Week of November 19-

Research shows that when students get less than six hours of sleep, it can negatively affect their academic
performance. It is important for students to make sure that they are getting enough sleep so that they can perform
at the highest levels at all times. So, today’s MSA tip of the week is to make sure that you get your rest so
you can do your best!

Week of November 26-

You may not know this but the MSA tests items that you covered last year! Because the MSA is given in March or
April the material that is taught after the MSA and before the end of the school year is actually tested the following
year! So, today’s MSA tip of the week is that you can choose to set yourself up for success!
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International Knight is Coming Soon!

Are you eager to learn about different countries and their culture? Are you interested in examining the multiple talents
exhibited by our students? Are you intrigued by the fashions represented from our students’ native countries or do you
desire to taste delicacies from a variety of different cultures?

Well, look no further. Neelsville Middle School will be holding its 4™ annual International Knight on Friday, November
21,2008 at 7:00pm. The event will celebrate the cultural diversity represented at Neelsville Middle School and
abroad. The event will include a food tasting event, displays of countries, a talent and fashion show.

The International Knight Committee would like you to be involved. We need the following:
artifacts: objects, paraphernalia, posters from different cultures
clothing that represents various countries

volunteers

If you are interested in participating in this momentous event, or would like additional information, please contact Pat
Gbandawa (Ban-dah’-wah’) or Sereena Khalilian at (301)353-8064.

International Knight Committee

TN
=
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Direct Donation to PTSA

Are you aware that you can give the Neelsville PTSA a direct donation that is tax deductible?

Several of our current members have already done so. And it is easy. Simply use the
membership form in this Newsletter and indicate that you want to make a direct donation. Then
mail or turn in the form and the donation to the school office.

What are the benefits of direct donation? First, it provides the PTSA additional funds, which in
turn we will use to help the school and the students. Unlike member dues, the PTSA does not
have to pay any share of direct donations to the Maryland PTA or the Montgomery Council of
PTAs. Second, the donor derives the tax benefit of a deductible donation to a non-profit
organization. Third, and perhaps most important, you derive the satisfaction of providing support
to your child’s education.

Do you also have to join the PTSA in order to make a direct donation? No, you do not have to
join the PTSA. Of course, we would be more than happy to have you as a member. The more
who join this year and continue their memberships in the following years, the more things the
PTSA will be able to plan and accomplish in the future.

There’s still time to make a deduction for this tax year!
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A Note from the Editor

Mary Jane Siok
Newsletter Editor

Welcome to the Neelsville News, the monthly newsletter published by the Neelsville PTSA. | hope you will
find the Neelsville News a valuable resource for keeping up to date with PTSA news, notes and events, as
well as an excellent tool for communicating important PTSA and school information to our school families.

In order for the Neelsville News to be the best it can be, we will need your help. The content of the
newsletter comes from PTSA Members, teachers, staff, community members and students. It is your
content that makes up the Neelsville News. Please submit any articles, event information, committee
updates, thank-yous or anything noteworthy to be included in the newsletter. The preferred method to
submit newsletter content is by email, but you can also place information in the newsletter mailbox at
school. If you have any questions or comments on the newsletter, please contact Mary Jane Siok at 301-
540-6540 or maryjane@sioks.com.

Please note that there are limitations as to what can/will be printed in the Neelsville News. All content is subject to space limitations,
PTSA by-laws, and the discretion and approval of the PTSA President, Principal, and/or Newsletter Editor. Not all content that is
submitted will be printed. The Newsletter Editor, PTSA President and Principal individually and collectively reserve full editorial
license to determine what content is most appropriate for and/or considered of interest to the general readership of the Neelsville
News.

About the

Neelsville News

Editor/Publisher: Mary Jane Siok

Submit Content to: maryjane@sioks.com

Deadline by email: The Friday after the PTA Meeting

Deadline in print: The Wednesday after the PTA Meeting
Distribution Date: The second Wednesday after the PTA Meeting
PTA Meeting Print Deadline Email Deadline Copy & Distribute
Dec 9 Dec 10 Dec 12 Dec 17

Jan 13 Jan 14 Jan 16 Jan 21

Feb 10 Feb 11 Feb 13 Feb 18

Mar 10 Mar 11 Mar 13 Mar 18

Apr 14 Apr 15 Apr 17 Apr 22

May 12 May 13 May 15 May 20
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17 Girls Basketball vs. Kingsview

School /| PTA Calendar 1723 Book Fair

November 19 Girls Basketball vs. Baker
3 Professional Day — No School for Students Science Inquiry Knight 7:00 pm
4 Election Day — No School for Students 26 Science Inquiry Knight (snow day)
Early Release K-8 Parent Conferences 27 Early Release
11 Report Cards Distributed March
PTSA Meeting 7:00 pm 013 Spirit Week
12 Early Release 10 PTSA Meeting 7:00 pm
15 Turkey Trot 9:30-11:00 am 13 Academic Pep Rally
19 Straight “A” Dinner 16-26 MSA Testing
21 International Knight 7:00 pm
27-31 MSA Make-Ups
25 No Activity Bus

Marking Period Ends

26 No Activity Bus, Early Release 27 SGA Dance 2:45
27-28 Thanksgiving Holiday — Schools closed 30 Professional Day — No School for Students
December 31 No Activity Bus
2 Activity Bus Resumes April
9 PTSA Meeting 7:00 pm 1-2 No Activity Bus
10-11 Winter Concerts 6-13 Spring Break — No School
23 No Activity Bus 14 Activity Bus Resumes
Dec 24 - . PTSA Meeting 7:00 pm
Jan 2 Winter Break Report Card Distribution
January 10 Girls Soccer vs. Mont. Village
5 School Resumes 22 Girls Soccer vs. Mont. Village/Straight “A” Dinner
6 Activity Bus Resumes 23 Spring Drama Production 7:00 pm
7 Girls Basketball vs. Poole 24 Take Your Child to Work Day
13 PTSA Meeting 7:00 pm Spring Drama Production 7:00 pm
14-15 Exam Review Day 29 Boys Soccer vs. Baker
14 Boys Basketball vs. Clemente May
16 Semester Exams Begin 5 Girls Soccer vs. Rocky Hill
19 Holiday — Schools Closed (Martin Luther King, Jr. 7 Boys Soccer vs. Clemente
Day) 8 SGA Dance 2:45
20-22 Exams 12 PTSA Meeting 7:00 pm (Final One)
23 2nd Marking Period Ends 13 Boys Soccer vs. King
Family Fun Night 7-9 pm 15 Variety Show 7:00 pm
26 Professional Day — No School for Students 18 HSA Algebra
27 6" Grade Parent Articulation Meeting 7:00 pm 20-21 Spring Concerts
28 7th Grade Parent Articulation Meeting 7:00 pm 25 Memorial Day Holiday
February 26 HSA Algebra Make-Up
3 Girls Basketball vs. Rocky Hill 28 Awards Night at Clarksburg 7:00 pm
4 7" & 8" Grade Parent Articulation 7 pm (snow date) 29 8" Grade Dance
10 Boys Basketball vs. Mont. Village June
PTSA Meeting 7:00 pm 4 Last Day for Activity Bus
11 Straight “A” Dinner 9-12 Final Exams
13 SGA Dance 2:45 15 Exam Make-Up
16 Presidents Day Holiday — No School 16 Last Day of School for Students — Early Release

23 Report Cards Mailed Out

________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Sixth Grade
Science:

The sixth grade science classes have begun a new unit called “Diversity and Adaptations.” In this unit the
students will learn about classification of living things. The six kingdoms of life will be covered as we explore the
diversity of living organisms. Dissecting owl pellets, learning to use microscopes, and identifying preserved
specimens will be highlights for the students as we go through this unit of study.

The sixth grade science classes are excited that we will be building Sea Perches again this year. These remotely
operated underwater robots will be built entirely in class and later tested during the “Force and Motion” unit
during the second semester.

Seventh Grade

Science:
Seventh Grade scientists have completed their first unit, Light and Sound.

We are beginning our study of Cells and Heredity with a biotechnology unit. We will use forensic DNA
techniques to solve a crime. We will be extracting DNA and completing a DNA fingerprint, just like the TV show
csl!

Our Cell Unit will also include a cell structure project and a study of cell process.
So, be prepared for dinner conversation about blood and DNA!
World Studies:

The 7" grade world studies classes have just finished an exciting unit on the foundations of modern political
systems. Students learned about feudalism, analyzed the Islamic civilization in the 7"-10"™ centuries, studied the
causes and consequences of the crusades and examined the origins of the black plague. Next we examined the
decline of feudalism and the emergence of centralized monarchies. In the second marking period the 7" grade
world studies classes will be focusing on the Influence of Culture in Africa. In this unit students will study the
world history, geography, economics, political systems and people of Africa in both the past and present day.
The 7" grade social studies classes look forward to continuing a fun and successful year at Neelsville Middle
School.

Math:

The seventh grade math students have completed Unit 1 on Data Analysis in Quarter 1. We are now working on
Unit 2 which is a four section unit that includes problems with integers, order of operations, expressions, and
solving problems with variables. We will be continuing with this Unit through the end of December.

English:

Seventh grade English students are beginning Unit 2: A Sense of Place. In the last unit, students explored the
concept of identity and how it is shaped. This unit continues exploring this concept by examining the connection
between place and behavior. Specifically, students will explore how where they are affects who they are. The
concept of how changes in place can influence how people act will also serve as the basis for discussions and
reading selections this unit. In addition to reading a variety of literature, students will continue to use the six
traits model in their writing. Students will develop skills in developing ideas, organizing ideas, using voice in their
writing, using specific and appropriate word choices, using a variety of sentence types, and maintaining good
conventions while writing.

Accelerated Reader (A.R.) continues to be an important part of the English 7 curriculum. All seventh grade
English students are expected to earn 34 A.R. points each quarter. Students should strive to score 80% or
above on each A.R. test that they take.
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Counselors Corner

As we move into the winter, many families find that they have less of what they need, e.g., food, money, gifts. If
you are such a family or know of one, please contact us in the Counseling Office. All calls and information are
confidential, 301.353.8071.

Right after Winter Break we will begin our registration for next year. Information will be coming home on parent
information meetings, etc. If you have any questions, please contact your child’s counselor.

Each year in the 8th grade students explore careers. One way that they do this is through a Career Day. If you
have a career you would be interested in sharing with students on one day in April, 2009, please let the
Counseling Office know. We look for people with all types of occupations.

If you would like to meet with your child’s teachers or counselor, please call the Counseling Office for an
appointment. Since we are on a rotating block schedule, your child’s teachers are only able to meet one time
during a rotation. Therefore, it will take some time to set up a conference; please expect a wait of at least a
week.

Student Service Learning (SSL) Tips
Give a Little Time...Make a Big Difference
November 2008

Students gain POSITIVE ATTITUDES from high quality service learning.

e Check the SSL information on the report card. Contact your school SSL coordinator with any
discrepancies. Keep copies of all SSL documentation.

e Get involved in the spirit of giving! Contact the school SSL coordinator or the Montgomery County
Volunteer Center (240-777-2600) for opportunities

e Students may earn SSL hours at school: in selected courses where SSL activities achieve
instructional objectives and in school-sponsored clubs and organizations that have a service focus.

e School clubs often focus on service using indirect action. In indirect action a need is addressed but
students do not meet the recipients of their service face-to-face. Examples of indirect service activities
include collections of food, clothing, and/or hygiene items, fundraising, and blood drives.

Plan now to be involved in SSL activities over Winter break. Look for opportunities on the SSL Web site
www.mcpsssl.org, listen for opportunities promoted at school, or call the Montgomery County Volunteer Center
at 240-777-2600

|
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Middie School
Superintendent's servics Learning Awapgs

BEGINNING 2008-2009

Every student who earns and documents 75 student service learning (SSL) hours by
May 1 of a middle school year will receive a Superintendent’s pin and certificate.

Every student who earns and documents 150 SSL hours by May 1 of a middle school
year will receive an additional Superintendent’s certificate.

Every student who earns and documents 225 SSL hours by May 1 of a middle school
year will receive an additional Superintendent’s certificate.

All SSL hours earned and documented by May 1 of the current year on MCPS Form
560-51, Student Service Learning Activity Verification will qualify for this award.

Earn Dollars for Neelsville Middle School

Giant's A+BonusBucks®" Program began October 3, 2008, and continues through April 2, 2009. Neelsville Middle
School is registered in the Giant A+BonusBucks® Program. So remember to designate Neelsville Middle School
to earn A+BonusBucks*™ with each purchase you make using your Giant Bonus Card. A+BonusBucks®" are
converted each month into cash for the school. Just go to www.giantfood.com to designate Neelsville on your
Bonus Card. The school number is 03312, or look up the school in the list of schools in Maryland.

You can also use your Target REDcard*™ to have dollars donated to Neelsville. Just go to www.target.com and
go to the redcards page. Sign up for Take Charge of Education and designate Neelsville Middle School. Target
will donate up to 1% of your REDcard purchases to Neelsville.

Another proven resource for fundraising is eScrip, a program in which participating business partners contribute a
percentage of your grocery loyalty cards, credit card, and debit/ATM card purchases to the school, group or
organization of your choice. Visit http://www.escrip.com to register any one or all various grocer, debit, and
credit cards for use in the program. Participating merchants will make contributions to your chosen group, based
on purchases made by you, just by using the cards you have registered. Purchases are tracked and available to
participants online, allowing them to see just how much they are earning on their child's behalf. Neelsville is
registered in this program, and importantly, Safeway is one of the participating merchants.

For those who shop online, we have registered GoodShop to receive donations from those who shop online with a
large variety of merchants. Just type in www.goodshop.com and indicate that you are shopping for Neelsville
Middle School. Up to 30% of each purpose will go to Neelsville.

|
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Support Neelsville Middle School!

Use this form to offer to volunteer!

The PTSA sponsors many activities that are both fun and educational.
an hour of your time and talents would be greatly appreciated.

Volunteers make them happen! Even

Please check all areas in which you can volunteer. A committee chairperson will call to see if you are available,

as help is needed.

____Book Fair
____Community Service
__Fundraising
___International Night
__Newsletter Copy/Mailing
____ Staff Appreciation
____Student Directory/Ads

___Student Directory Print/Dist

Name: Phone:

Email:

Comments:

c{J

k!
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Neelsville PTSA Needs Your Support!

Neelsville PTSA
11700 Neelsville Church Road
Germantown MD 20876
301-353-8064

Name

Address

Phone *e-mail

Student Name Knight Time Teacher

PTSA Individual Membership: Parents and Teachers: $10/each
Students: $5/each
Member Name(s): Circle One:
Parent/Student/Teacher
Parent/Student/Teacher
Parent/Student/Teacher
Total number of memberships: Total: $

FREE Student Directory with Membership!
Number of Directories Desired: (one directory per membership is allowed)

PTSA Direct Donation Fundraiser

We are offering a Direct Donation option for those who prefer to contribute money directly for a
100% tax deduction! These donations are a great help to us as we plan school activities for your
students!

Total Donation: $

PTSA Student Directory
$5.00 each without PTSA membership. All directories will be sent home with your child.
Number of directories ordered @ $5.00 each: Total: $

] Cash  [] Check; Check Number Total: $
Please complete this form, attach your payment (only one check is necessary; payable to Neelsville PTSA) and drop it off
at one of the PTSA tables or mail the form and your check to the address at the top of this page. We thank you for your
support to the Neelsville MS PTSA.
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La 0rqanizacion de Padres, Maestros y Estudiantes (PTSA) de
Neelsville

I'Necesitamos su Mm/a!

Neelsville PTSA
11700 Neelsville Church Road
Germantown MD 20876
301-353-8064

Su nombre

Direccion

Teléfono *email

Nombre de estudiante Profesor de Knight Time

Membresia Individual de PTSA : Padres y maestros: $10/persona
Estudiantes: $5/persona
Nombre del miembro: Indica uno:
Padre/Estudiante/Maestro
Padre/Estudiante/Maestro
Padre/Estudiante/Maestro
Numero total de membresias: Total: $

Un Directorio de Estudiantes GRATIS Con Cada Membresia!
Numero de Directorios Deseados: (uno directorio por cada membresia)

PTSA Direct Donation Fundraiser
Si usted quiere, puede hacer una donacion directamente a la PTSA para apoyar las actividades de
la escuela.

Donacion Total: $ PTSA

Student Directory
Si solo quiere comprar un directorio de estudiante valen $5.00. Cuando estén listos vamos a
mandar el directorio a casa con su hijo(a).

Numero de directorios ordenados @ $5.00 cada uno: Total: $

1 Efectivo  [1 Cheque; Numero de cheque Total: $
Solo tiene que llenar esta forma, y puede pagar por cheque al nombre de Neelsville PTSA y entregarlo en una de las
mesas de informacion de la PTSA en la Back-to-School Night. También lo puede mandar por correo a la escuela a la
direccidn arriba. iGracias por su apoyo!
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