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Mr. Levine’s Message

Greetings Bulldog Families,
| hope this message finds you well.

This week we observe Character Counts Week (see page 3),
Mental Health Awareness Week (see page 4), and National
School Bus Safety Week (see pages 5-6). Students have written
notes of appreciation to their dedicated bus drivers and staff
will be facilitating valuable learning activities for students about
these topics throughout the week.

On Friday, October 25, all students and staff are invited to join
SGA in wearing pink to display solidarity and commitment to
ending breast cancer.

We invite all parents/guardians to visit your child’s classes for
our Open House event on Monday, November 11. Additional
information about this event will be shared in a separate
communication. We hope you can join us!

Please let me know if you have any questions or if | can be of
assistance in any way.

Thank you for your support and partnership.

Best,
Sam Levine

Student Contest — Councilmember for a Day
November 7 - Deadline to submit video essay. Submit

History & Purpose

Councilmember for a Day is an opportunity for middle and high
school students in Montgomery County to share their vision for
a better community through digital storytelling. The winner of
the video essay challenge will be honored at Council with a

proclamation and serve as an honorary councilmember for a day.

The Eligibility & Requirements

Current middle school or high school students who live and
attend school in Montgomery County (this includes MCPS,
independent school, and homeschool students in the equivalent
6—12 grades).

Create and submit a digital video essay highlighting a public
policy opportunity by the deadline.

The winner and finalists must be available for the
Councilmember for A Day events.

Videos should be no more than 5 minutes.

Prizes
Winner - The winner is honored with a proclamation and a $100
gift card and joins the Council as an honorary councilmember.

Dates for 2024
¢ November 7 - Deadline to submit video essay.
Submit Video Essay
¢ November 19 - The winner participates in the Council
session and is honored with a proclamation and prize.
Friends, family, and school representatives are welcome.

, Looking Ahead

October — National Principals’ Month

October 21-25

Character Counts Week (see page 3)
Mental Health Awareness Week (see p 4)
National School Bus Safety Week (see p 5)

Tuesday, October 22 — Activity Buses

Basketball — Boys, Mr. Smith, Gym

eSports Club, Mr. Conner & Mr. Maddox
Room 134

Softball vs. Poole, Girls Home

Wednesday, October 23 — Activity Buses

Basketball — Boys, Mr. Smith, Gym

Restorative Approaches Student Voices
(see page 9)

Thursday, October 24 — Activity Buses

Cross Country vs. Hallie Wells, Away

Softball vs. Hallie Wells, Boys Home/
Girls Away

Basketball — Boys, Mr. Smith, Gym

Homework Club, Ms. Laraia, Room 227

Jazz Band, Ms. Fell, Room 107

NJHS, Mr. Conner, Room 209

SGA, Ms. Blankenship, Room 233

Talent Show, Mr. Fisher, Room 225

Friday, October 25
All Students and staff: Please join SGA
in wearing pink to display solidarity and
commitment to ending breast cancer
Saturday, October 26
Mental Health Resource Fair and Student
Forum (see page 4)
Game Changer Conference (see page 10)
October 28-31
Baker Celebrates Red Ribbon Week
(see page 7)
Thursday, October 31 — Activity Buses
Costume Day

November — National Native American
Heritage Month

Friday, November 1
End of Marking Period 1
Locker Clean-Out during Advisory

Friday, November 08, 2024
Make-Ups and Retakes
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1l-AA-QGK5E7ZQ_Q3WLsHJr2n5KoarNDWIbpwXc6lU2DMsA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1l-AA-QGK5E7ZQ_Q3WLsHJr2n5KoarNDWIbpwXc6lU2DMsA/viewform

SGA Canned Food Drive
Baker SGA is collecting non-perishable
canned food and boxed food items
until Thursday, November 14, 2024 to
help feed our Damascus community.
Please drop off all donations to Ms.
Blankenship in Room 233.

Pizza Party for the Advisory with the most donations!

Guidance for Civic Engagement

Students and families must know the rights and guidelines for
students to express views on issues important to them.
Guidelines for Students (including Frequently Asked Questions)

Counseling News

Good Grief Club

Baker Middle school will be partnering with Caring Matters, a
local non-profit organization to deliver the Good Grief club. The
club is a school-based support group for children who have
experienced the death of a parent, sibling, other family member
or a friend. The group is co-lead by a school counselor and a
trained Caring Matters volunteer. The group would meet once a
week during the school day for seven weeks. Through arts and
craft, guided discussions, and reading materials, we will help
students better understand what grief is and how to cope in
healthy ways with their feelings. If you would like your child to
participate, please reach out to Shannon Jones, school
counselor, at Shannon Jones@mcpsmd.org. Before submitting
names, please have a conversation with your child to see if they
are interested in attending. To learn more about Caring Matters,
please visit their website at www.caringmatters.org

Club del Buen Dolor

La escuela secundaria Baker se asociara con Caring Matters, una
organizacion local sin fines de lucro para implementar el club
Good Grief. El club es un grupo de apoyo escolar para nifios que
han experimentado la muerte de un padre, hermano, otro
familiar o un amigo. El grupo estd codirigido por un consejero
escolar y un voluntario capacitado en Caring Matters. El grupo
se reuniria una vez por semana durante el dia escolar durante
siete semanas. A través de artes y manualidades, debates
guiados y materiales de lectura, ayudaremos a los estudiantes a
comprender mejor qué es el duelo y cémo afrontar sus
sentimientos de manera saludable. Si desea que su hijo
participe, comuniquese con Shannon Jones, consejera escolar,
en Shannon Jones@mcpsmd.org. Antes de enviar nombres,
hable con su hijo para ver si estd interesado en asistir. Para
obtener mas informacion sobre Caring Matters, visite su sitio
web en www.caringmatters.org.

Upcounty Hub Snack Bags

The Upcounty Hub, a school-based food assistance program, is
offering snack bags for the weekend to address hunger and food
insecurity to our families at Baker Middle school. With your
permission, the weekend food bag will go home in student’s
backpack on Friday afternoon. The program will start in October.

Please fill out the form below if you are interested in having
your child participate. Reach out to Mrs. Jones, part-time school
counselor at shannon.jones@mcpsmd.net if you have questions,

Upcounty Hub Bolsas de Merienda
Upcounty Hub, un programa de asistencia alimentaria escolar,
ofrece bolsas de refrigerios para el fin de semana para abordar

el hambre y la inseguridad alimentaria de nuestras familias en la
escuela secundaria Baker. Con su permiso, la bolsa de comida
del fin de semana se ird a casa en la mochila del estudiante el
viernes por la tarde. El programa comenzara en octubre.

Complete el formulario si esta interesado en que su hijo
participe. Si tiene preguntas, puede comunicarse con la Sra.
Jones, consejera escolar de tiempo parcial en
shannon.jones@mcpsmd.net. jGracias!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLSeiiBvr-
ael7jPBu6RFuSnam103udHtpzkLyLuwj2vqUhzXbQ/viewform

Holiday Giving Project

The Holiday Giving Project provides Thanksgiving and
December Holiday assistance to low-income households. A
network of social workers, school counselors, and human
service professionals refer families in need of assistance. Local
non-profits, faith-based organizations, and public agencies
service recipients as donations are available.

If your family would like to be referred for possible assistance
for the Thanksgiving and/or December holiday season, please
complete the referral form by clicking here

Referral Deadline Dates:
e Thanksgiving Holiday - Friday, October 25, 2024
o December Holiday - Friday, November 22, 2024

While a referral is not a guarantee of assistance, the Project
helps as many families in need as donations allow.

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Jones.

Outreach and Admission Process Information
Overview for Regional/Countywide High
School Application Programs

November 1, 2024 — Application Deadline for all programs.

Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) offers a wide range
of high school application programs for students entering
Grades 9—-12. These programs have a centralized admissions
process, which begins with a common online application.

e For students entering Grades 9-12 in 2025-2026, the
regional/countywide high school application programs
admission and timelines are available at:
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/
specialprograms/high/.

e MCPS has streamlined the Grade 8 high school application
process by providing one common online application for all
programs via Synergy. Grades 9—11 will apply electronically
through a link on the website.

e Program eligibility for current Grade 8 students is based on
the student’s address and middle school. List of Programs by
Home/Base High School for Grade 8 Students.

e All MCPS parents/guardians of students in Grades 8-11
received communication regarding the high school programs
during the weeks of September 9 and 16, 2024, respectively.

e The criteria-based application programs will continue with
multiple academic measures and a committee review. The
admission process will continue with student criteria such as
the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP), report card
grades, and student application.

e The High School Common Application for Grade 8 students
will be online in ParentVUE.

e Students in private schools must have an active MCPS ID to
access the high school common application on ParentVUE.



http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/high/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/high/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wUKCUvW2C17RpAiDTyLktzl6-mvvfVceCduYy6Mc8kA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wUKCUvW2C17RpAiDTyLktzl6-mvvfVceCduYy6Mc8kA/edit
mailto:Shannon_Jones@mcpsmd.org
http://www.caringmatters.org
mailto:Shannon_Jones@mcpsmd.org
http://www.caringmatters.org
mailto:shannon.jones@mcpsmd.net
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zonKOclM2b4EwJamnoX54PJArb57LFcM/view
mailto:shannon.jones@mcpsmd.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeiiBvr-ael7jPBu6RFuSnam103udHtpzkLyLuwj2vqUhzXbQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeiiBvr-ael7jPBu6RFuSnam103udHtpzkLyLuwj2vqUhzXbQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfALxPXm_xpc3xKH9WgfchKDfyCBUemN6dMd58Vxip27Qq_6g/viewform

CHARACTER COUNTS WEEK — OCTOBER 21-25

CHARACTER
MICOUNTS!

WEEK

Be honest. Don’t deceive, cheat, or
steal.

Have integrity. Do what you say you'll
do.

Keep your promises.

Be loyal. Stand by your values.

CHARACTER
MICOUNTS!

WEEK

Do what you are supposed to do. Try
your best.

Persevere. Keep on trying.

Be self-disciplined.

Think before you act. Consider the
consequences.

Be accountable for your words,
actions, and attitudes,

CHARACTER
MIICOUNTS!

WEEK

Be kind.
Be compassionate.
Express gratitude.

Forgive others.

I

CHARACTER
I COUNTS!

WEEK

CHARACTER |
MICOUNTS!

WEEK

Play by the rules |

lake turns and share

Be open-minded. Listen to others ‘
Don't take advantage of othe ’

] CHARACTER |
I COUNTS!

WEEK

Do your share to make your home,
school, and community better.

Cooperate.
Stay informed. Vote.
Be a good neighbor.

Make choices that protect the safety
and rights of others.

Protect the environment.



MARK YOUR

CALENDAR
MCPS Mental Health

Awareness Week

Oct. 21-Oct. 26, 2024

Let’s end the stigma.
Let’s talk about mental health.

Inviting all community members
The Office of Well Being and Student Services and the Montgomery

So
"ed by, McsPA

County School Psychologists’ Association will co-host the 2024
Mental Health Awareness Week (MHAW). TO P | C S
The Mental Health Resource Fair and Student Forum will Mental Wellness

be held on Saturday, October 26, 2024, from 10:00 a.m.-
2:00 p.m. at Seneca Valley High School, 19401 Crystal
Rock Dr., Germantown, MD 20874.

The event is open to students, families, and staff and will include

MCPS and community partners sharing information about mental
health and wellness; as well as a student forum focusing on issues
impacting Montgomery County youth. Students moy earn Student

Service Learning hours for attending the Resource Fair.
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Community

For details and announcements about activities,
speakers, resources for students and staff, St d‘ -
and how to join us, please visit Udents!
www.MCPSmentalhealth.org. Attend the
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NATIONAL SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK

Safety Tips and School Bus Laws for Families and Motorists
Here are safety tips and reminders about the Maryland School Bus Laws for families and motorists.

Stop On Red—Knowing When to Stop for School Buses—Zero Deaths Maryland & Vision Zero
While riding a school bus is the safest mode of transportation for school children, let’s get the facts
straight on when it is — and isn’t — OK to pass a school bus, when you should begin to slow down and
how far away from the bus you need to stop.

Maryland School Bus Laws and Safety Tips

School buses are the safest way for children to get to school. Still, children are especially vulnerable as
they get on and off the bus. In Maryland, bus safety laws are in place to help drivers safely navigate the
roads where children might be crossing.

Stop For School Buses: What Are The Laws In Maryland?
Maryland State Police and the Maryland Center for School Safety remind motorists to stop for school
buses.
Pay attention when driving, especially in school zones and during times of day when school
buses are typically on routes.
Stop when a bus stops. It is illegal to pass a school bus with its red lights flashing.
Prepare to stop when the school bus is flashing its yellow lights and be cautious of students
beginning to move toward the bus during these times.
Students of all ages are unpredictable. Therefore, prepare for the unexpected and maintain a
safe distance from school buses at all times

MCPS Rules & Safety About Riding the School Bus Safe Routes to School

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) School Bus Safety

Zeal’s Bus Safety Tips

Zeal, the Montgomery County Department of Transportation's (MCDOT) Traffic Safety Zebra, is here
with some school bus safety tips! This video was created in partnership with Montgomery County
Public Schools (MCPS). All aboard!

Respect the Bus
Learn about the bus cameras with MCPS to help keep kids safe!

NAPT 2024-2025 POSTER CONTEST IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Theme: Safety First - Safety Always (NSBSW Poster Contest)

Poster Creation Period: October 1, 2024—April 1, 2025

Submission Deadline: April 18, 2025 to the State Director The centerpiece of National School Bus Safety
Week is the Poster Contest. Thousands of school districts in over 40 states participate in local and state
-level competitions to select artwork that depicts school bus safety-related themes and encourages and
promotes school bus safety. The winning posters are used to promote safer school transportation for
everyone.



https://zerodeathsmd.gov/news/stop-on-red-knowing-when-to-stop-for-school-buses/
https://zerodeathsmd.gov/news/maryland-school-bus-laws-and-safety-tips/
https://news.maryland.gov/msp/2023/08/24/stop-for-school-buses-what-are-the-laws-in-maryland/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/transportation/rules/
https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/school-bus-safety
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PaN0cXZWYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8CMKOZDu6g
https://www.napt.org/postercontest
https://www.nasdpts.org/State-Director-Map

For Students

Ride by the Rules

For Parents

Making the Right Choices

A Parent’s Role

Ride by the Rules

Do:

* Behave appropriately at the bus stop,
respecting private property and
keeping noise levels down for nearby
residens

* Line up to baard the bus promptly,
withaut shoving ar pushing

* Be seated and make room for others
10 51 as well, After bus routes are
adjusted at the beginning of the
school year, standing 15 not allowed

* Obey the bus operator pust 35
you waouk & teacher or school
administrazor and act as you would in
the classroom

* Keep the aisle and emergency door
dlear of sbstructions

* Keep your army, feet, and bead inside
the bus ar 3l times

* Tell the bus operator, pantipal, and

Don't:

* Use vulgar anguage of gestures

* Throw any papess of objects in the
bus or out the windows

* Smaoke, drink, eat, chew tobacco, or
play radios without headphoeaes

* Engage in any viokent behavior or
sexual harassment, which ko may be
punishable by law

* Engage in any sexual activity

* Brirg prohibited materils
(ie, akohod, drugs, weapons,
explosives, and glass containes) on
the bus. In addtion to being against
schoal system regularions, possession
of same of these materials
3 criminal offense

* Damage or deface

any part of the
vehicle

Protect Vourself—
and Others

You are responsible for your behavior and self-control ac all times.
Knowing this, and making good decisions based on the rules,
can save you fram making mistakes that could have
unintended consequences.

chool buses are an extension of schood, and you must adbere to the same
standards of behavior on 2 school bus as in the cassroom. If you don's, you
+ coudd face severe consequences, induding losing the privilege of niding the bus
or even bemng suspended from school. To procect yoursoll and others, and keep the
privikege of riding the schiool bus, ride by the rules!

Put safety first

Be carefud walking to and from the bus stap and while waiting for the bus to arrve.
During early morning and lde aftermoon hours it is mare difficut for motorists w
see pedestrians. Az all umes, buz particularly in winter when you may be walking

your parents {f anyane Is harassing, * Operate the
bullying, threatening, or fighting with

emergency
you door without

* Be aware that bus operators may pesmission
AN SEats [0 Students * Bring large objects

that cannot be held on

yaur lap on the bus, such as some
musical instruments, class projects,
WLES Lry 1o rrake other Mrangements
to take swch kems o school

* Be considerate of nearby yards,
driveways, houses, buldings, and
privage property

* Discard ) M appropriace containers

* lle courteows and respectiud of others

Fadure to follow the rules may result in one or mare of the following consequences:

* The bus operator may bring you back to the school, o call the police, if you pose
4 serious threat 1o your own safety and/or the safety and health of other nders

* The principal may suspend your bus riding privileges tempaoranly or permanently,
depending on the crcumstances

* For certain offenses, you may be suspended from school

and waiting near dark and shppery roads you should
* Wear highly wisible clothang and/or carry & backpack with reflective material

* Have a safe and well-4e area 1o wast for the bus, especially when the roads are wet

or slick

* Wait well off the road and be abservant of 2 traffic
* Move toward the bus anly after it stops and the driver has sgnaled that i is safe
* Refrain from trying to direct traffic upon walking toward o leaving the bus

Remember: Riding the school
bus is a privilege for most
students, not a right, and

this privilege can be revoked

at any time. Be smart...

Ride by

* For llegal activeies, you may face criminal charges EE ] iE T.E!',‘ Zﬂ g g Obey the bus operarur st as pou wold
NOTE: Buner oy be d with beth an sudo snd 5 svn! dvg dewsce : S o tEncher o schonl acmimizraor
tudents, parents, bus operators, m
prinopals. and teachers muss w m
RS Doggeti i e il il Elementary school Middle and high school
b jon. A $ -
PMA i K:’:pn..dumm" p‘,’:‘; Parencs have a central role in makmng Even alder students need reminders

Gorcmg standards of safety and behaviar
ar the bus stop and an the bus. Disorder.
ly students can theeaten thew own safety
and that of others

by distraczing the An
Every day nearly 100,000 bus aperator. Disar- W
students in the Montgomery 9 ind mwressive  om safety
S conduct ako can
County Public Schools ride make the bus ride 1o wnd from sehool an
a school bus, Their safety is unpleasant and even imtimidating expe-
a top priority for the school rivrce for students, To help prevent this,
system, A safe, pleasant ride  buses maay be equipped with audio and
helps students seare and video recording devices
mdwwwm“" PI.NN responsibiity also ndudes
) ensuring that your children have a safe
positive note and can have and, especally for younger children, su-
an endrmous impact on a pervised place 1o go If school & dowed,
student’s atticude toward opens late, or dows earty due to adverse
school waather conditions or If the dus does
1t corme for some reason
How parents can help
Every member of the community has 2 role in f @ safe, p Dby athe

bus stop and on the bus. As a parent, you can help preserve u«-nfmolan students

and ensure a smooch beginning and ending 1o the school day by naking suee that

your chidren

* Know and understand the nales for riding the school bus

* Understand thax the school bus is an extension of whool, and the same standards
of behavior expected in the classroom apply 1o the bus & weil;

* Obwey the structons of the bus operator, just as they would foliow the
Instructions of 2 toacher o school administrator

* Show consideration for other students on the bus and at che bus sog

* Speak respectfialy 1o overyone, indluding their peers, without wiing vulgar
language.

* Know that fghting and ather violence, harassment, bullying, and sexual activiy &
strictly prodiibived;

* Snaw consideravan for properties around the bus stop. refraining fram littenng or
damagng any peoperty,

* Know the bus route number and ride the same bus daily; and

* Understand that ndeg the schoal bus s 8 privitege for mast students. not a right,
and that this peiwlege can be revoked tempararily or pesmanencly because of
misconduct.

schoaol bask wips safe for their young

childrens. To fulfil chis rake, make sure

they

* Know basic principles of raffic safesy,
such as how and when to cross the
roed safuly:

* Stay out of the road while wating for
the hus;

* Are swpervined by 2 parent or other
adule whvle waliing o and wanring a
the bus sop (at some
bess stops, parents
rotace this duzy,
while ar ochers,
pareras
RSCONT their
children to
the bus stop and
remnain with them
until the bus comes).

* Mowe toward the bus only after <
stops and the driver fas sigraled that

about the rules of conduct and safecy on

school buses. Reinforong the idea that

they are responsible for their behavior
and self-contrel on the scheol bus and

t the bus stop can save them from mak-

ing mistakes that could have severe and

lpeg 4asting consequences. To help pro.
et youar chiiclren, make sure they

* Treat ochers, mcludng the bus
aperator, with respect;

* Hawve 3 safe and highly visbie area to
wait 3t the bus stop, especially in the
wirter when the road may be dlippery
and dark;

* Know and underscand the comequenc-
i of certam behaviors, such as smaking
and bringing probyiketed materials (e,
alcohol, drugs, wespona, explenives,
and glass conmainess) on the bus Inad-
dinon o beng sgabns school system
regulations, pessession of some of thise
materak is a crminal offense; and

is safe and * Refrain from any wiclent behavior or
* Undenscand the importance of sexual harassment, which also may be
following the rules on the bus. (fegai.
Open communication

Farencs need to encourage cther children to report aevy harassng, bullyerg, or oth-
erwise harmful behawor to the bas operator andjor peincpal, as well as share this
informasion with a parent, The Mancgomery County Pubic Schooks takes ab such
reports senously and will take action to resalve these problems.

Aparem s
responsibility
includes knowing and
reinforcing standards
of safety and behavior
at the bus stop and on
the bus.

if the standards aren’t observed,

NOTE By resy’ he npuagsed o v o wado
e il g derae
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Baker Middle School

Dear Parant or Student,
Yearbook Recogniton Ads are the perfect way to commemorate

achievermnents and celebrate milestones, In addition, revenues from

Recognition Ads help our school create a better yearbook. To

DEADLINE: 11/01/2024

ORDER BY 11/01/2024

purchase your ad online, follow the instructions listed below. Jostens is

responsible for our school's yearbook ad sales. Please do not contact

or send materials to the school. Please also consider our school's ad

content quidelines below during the creation of your ad online. All

orders must be placed by 11/01/2024 1o 1ake advantage of the early
bird SAVINGS! Prices increase on 11/02/2024. The final deadline o

purchase a congratulatory ad Is 1/31/2025,

3 EASY STEPS TO CREATE A

| COLOR AD
1/4 Page $130.00
1/8 Page $80.00
g feas, and shioping fees will be adaded, 1 appicabla. Jostena
n avadable; minimum purchasa raquremants and a4gibility

YEARBOOK RECOGNITION AD!

Step 1

Choose your ad size and layout
(Options may vary by school,)

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What are the guidelines for recognition ad content?
Schools may review and edit ads per their guldelines
Jostens retains the right to remove any explicit text, graphic
photos or copyright-protected imagery or photos

School Ad Content Guidelines

Our school reserves the nght to edit ads per our guidelines.
Please make sure all submitted materials are appropriate for

school publication.

(800) 358-0800
jostensadservice.com/student

Step 2

Add your photos

Sara Jshasan

Step 3

Enter your text

How are the ad prices determined and what is the money
used for?

ognition ad prices are determined by our school

Revenue from recognition ads helps the school create a
better, more affordable yearbook

How is the ad deadline determined?

The ad deadiine Is set by our school based on the
production schedule for the yearbook

Can | create my student’s ad on my mobile device?

Yes, yearbook ads can be created online from both
desktop and mobile devices
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CONFERENCE

20201EdllConietenceliogYoungiMalestantiialents

Theme: The World is Shifting Forward!
Focus Forward and Compete.

ATTENTION PARENTS OF YOUNG MALES (Grades 4th - 12th)

#Empower Your Son's Tomorrow, Today! #
Join us at the Game Changer Conference 2024 and
ignite his path to unparalleled success!

® CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS:

For Students_

o Life Skills Stations & Enrichment Forums
Panel Conversations with Inspiring Leaders

o “What if | don't want to go to college"” workshop
STEM Exposure Experience
Essay Writing Competition:
“Being a Competitor is a Game Changer: How will you
Compete to win and own your future?"

For Parents:
Parent Advocacy Workshop: New School Parenting for
Old School Issues
> Equipping parents with strategies and insights to
advocate effectively for their children and navigate
the complexities of modern parenting.

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 26, 2024

8:00 AM - 12 NOON
(CHECK-IN STARTS AT 7:30AM)
Montgomery College - Germantown
Globe Hall

20200 Observation Drive, Germantown, MD 20876

REGISTER TODAY!

www.thegameconference.org
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MCPS CYBERSECURITY AWARENESS

Protect Yourself Online: Essential Cybersecurity Measures

RECOCNIZE PHISHING

Phishing scams can deceive you into revealing sensitive information or
downloading harmful attachments, putting your device and data at risk.
Common signs of a phishing attempt:

» Misspelled email address or unknown/external sender L'?

« Urgent/alarming language that calls for “immediate action”

* Unexpected attachments or suspicious links }Aii
* Requests for personal or financial information

UTILIZE PASSWORD PROTECTION

The average person has around 100 passwords to remember. Passwords are the

key to accessing personal information. How to secure your information:
¢ Use a password manager
— * Always log off all devices
* % ¥ e Use hard to guess passwords
« Avoid reusing the same password

BEWARE OF SOFTWARE & MALWARE

Malware is an umbrella term for software designed to harm or exploit a device

or network.

How to prevent and protect:

« Update all software, apps, and devices to keep them current &
« Back up your data frequently A
« Carefully check all emails and messages for suspicious links

USE MULTI-FACTOR AUTHENTICATION (MEA)

MFA provides an extra layer of security in addition to a password when logging

into accounts and apps, like a face scan or a code sent by text.
Benefits of implementing MFA:

g * Reduces fraud and identify theft
8 ¢ Reduces possibility of phishing

P
* attempts

REPORT ANY SUSPECTED ATTACKS OR PHISHING ATTEMPTS TO:

ABUSE@MCPSMD.ORG
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PTA Dates & Contacts

UPCOMING PTA MEETING DATES:

Monday, November 11
6 pm — 8" Grade Committee
7 pm — PTA Meeting

Wednesday, December 11
6 pm - 8" Grade Committee
7 pm—PTA Meeting

Tuesday, January 14
6 pm - 8" Grade Committee
7 pm - PTA Meeting

PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD:
Amy Bartosch, President —
BakerPTA@yahoo.com

Kalihah Barber, Vice President —
BakerPTAVP@yahoo.com

Shannon West, Treasurer —
BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com

Stacy Smith, Secretary -
BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com

Jaime Kemp, 8" Grade Committee -
BakerPTA8thGrade@yahoo.com

Visit our webpage!

Hello from the PTA!

The PTA has had a great start to the school year, with
three successful fundraisers (Hornet’s Nest, Leech
Woods, and Ricoton) and an SSL/volunteer opportunity
with the Damascus Placemaking Festival! Catch your
breath before even more activities later this Fall!

Our next PTA meeting will be Monday, November 11",
We meet in the Media Center and on Zoom. Check the
PTA website for Zoom call in information.

Thank you for supporting your Baker Bulldogs! Many
more opportunities to come!

E"“--E Want to become a member?

Upcoming Events!

November 10" through 14th
8" Grade Fundraiser
< More information to come soon!

Tuesday, December 10th

Ledo Pizza Spirit Night

< Allday (11 amto 9 pm)

“* Use code “Fundraiser” when ordering online or
mention the Baker PTA fundraiser if dining in or calling

ahead for carryout.

Want more information? Scan
the QR Code!

13



Fechas y Contactors de la PTA

PROXIMAS FECHAS DE
REUNIONES DE LA PTA:

Lunes 11 de noviembre
6 pm - comité de octavo grado
7 pm—reunion de la PTA

Miércoles 11 de diciembre
6 pm —comité de octavo grado
7 pm - reunion de la PTA

Martes 14 de enero
6 pm - comité de octavo grado
7 pm—reunion de la PTA

JUNTA EJECUTIVA DE LA PTA:
Amy Bartosch, Presidenta -
BakerPTA@yahoo.com

Kalihah Barber, Vicepresidenta -
BakerPTAVP@yahoo.com

Shannon West, Tesorera —
BakerPTATreasurer @yahoo.com

Stacy Smith, Secretaria -
BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com

Jaime Kemp, comité de B grado -
BakerPTA8thGrade@yahoo.com

Visita nuestra pagina web!

Hola de la PTA!

iLa PTA ha tenido un excelente comienzo del afio escolar, con tres
exitosas actividades para recaudar fondos (Hornet’s Nest, Leech Woods
y Ricoton) y una oportunidad de SSL/voluntariado con el Damascus
Placemaking Festival! [Recupere el aliento antes de realizar mas
actividades a finales de este otofio!

Nuestra proxima reunion de la PTA sera el lunes 11 de noviembre. Nos
reunimos en el Media Center y en Zoom. Consulte el sitio web de la PTA
para obtener informacion sobre llamadas de Zoom.

iGracias por apoyar a sus Baker Bulldogs! iMuchas mas oportunidades
por venir!

¢Quieres ser miembro?
iEscanee el codigo QR para vincularlo a su
™ formulario de membresia en lineal

iProximos eventos!

Del 10 al 14 de noviembre
Recaudacion de fondos para octavo grado
% [Mas informacion proximamente!

Martes 10 de diciembre

Noche de espiritu de Ledo Pizza

* Todo el dia (de 11:00 a 21:00)

% Utilice el codigo "Recaudacion de fondos" cuando haga su pedido

en linea o mencione la recaudacién de fondos de la PTA de Baker si
cena o llama con anticipacion para pedir comida para llevar.

¢Quieres mas informacion? jEscanea el cédigo
QR!
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