Office of the Superintendent of Schools
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Rockville, Maryland

February 1, 2023

MEMORANDUM

To: Members of the Board of Education

From: Monifa B. McKnight, Superintendent of Schools
Subject: School Year Calendar (12-6-2022-02-A, -B, -C, -D)

During the 2023-2024 School Year Calendar discussion, Board members requested the following:

Question A

Mrs. Smondrowski requested that staff modify the “PD/I” notation to clearly state that these days
will have “continued instruction.”

Response

This request was acknowledged during the discussion with the Board on December 6, 2022.
The adopted version of both the traditional and innovative calendars were updated so that
the PD/I days (November 10, 2023, February 15, 2024, and May 15, 2024) have the same
color background as all the other instructional days. The intent is to ensure it is clear
to all stakeholders that these are counted as school days and are a part of our commitment
to continuous instruction. On Thursday, December 15, 2022, principals received a memorandum
updating them on the adopted calendars. This revision, as described, is included in the attached
school year calendars.

Question B

Mr. Kim suggested that, for future reference, staff consider gathering student feedback during
school lunch periods.

Response

The Office of District Operations acknowledges this suggestion as an additional engagement
opportunity and will incorporate it in planning for future feedback related to the school calendar.
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Question C

Ms. Yang suggested that, for future reference, staff consider holding community feedback forums
where the community resides, i.e. community centers, etc. Ms. Yang also suggested that staff
consider getting feedback from certain communities that gather at varied times of the year that
are not October through December.

Response
The Office of District Operations acknowledges this suggestion and will work with

Mrs. Elba M. Garcia, senior community advisor, and staff in the Office of Well-Being, Learning,
and Achievement, to explore these types of engagement opportunities.

Question D

Ms. Wolff suggested using diverse technologies, i.e., text messages, to send out surveys
and requests for survey responses. Ms. Wolff noted that not everyone receives or reads
email messages.

Response

The Office of District Operations acknowledges this suggestion and noted during the meeting that
staff used social media to communicate and provided direct messages, such as text messages,
in multiple languages. We will continue working with the Office of Communications in exploring
and incorporating these strategies.

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Dana E. Edwards, chief of district operations, Office
of the Chief Operating Officer, via email.

MBM:MBH:DEE:Ih
Attachments
Copy to:

Executive Staff
Ms. Webb
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MONTGOMERY School Year Beginning
COUNTY 2023-2024 July 10, 2023 through June 13, 2024
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Maryland INNOVATIVE SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR BOARD ADOPTED 12-6-22
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