This e-mail message has been approved for distribution by Mr. Larry A. Bowers, chief operating
officer; and Dr. Kimberly A. Statham, deputy superintendent of teaching, learning, and
programs. No hard copy will be provided.

ACTION DUE: October 1, 2013

October 25, 2013
Office of Curriculum and Instructional Programs
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Rockville, Maryland

September 20, 2013
MEMORANDUM
To: Elementary School Principals
From: Erick J. Lang, Associate Superintendent %/
Subject: ACTION: Grade 5 Concerts at The Music Center at Strathmore
Summary

o Grade 5 students will be attending the National Philharmonic Concerts at The Music Center
at Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda, Maryland, October 22-25, 2013.

o There are no costs for elementary schools in association with this program.

o Attachment A, Instructions for General Music Teachers and Grade 5 Classroom Teachers,
provides general information regarding the National Philharmonic Concerts at The Music
Center at Strathmore.

o The concert schedule with the date, time, and transportation information for your school’s
Grade 5 participation can be found in Attachment B.

o This program is aligned with the Maryland State Curriculum for Elementary Music and the -
National Standards for Music Education.

e Students attending the morning concerts will need to eat lunch when they return to school.

o Students attending afternoon concerts will need to eat lunch prior to their departure from
school.

e Instructional materials for the general music teachers are located on the National
Philharmonic Orchestra’s website at www.nationalphilharmonic.org/studentconcerts.

o Leave requests for a half-day substitute for your general music teacher need to be submitted
on Montgomery County Public Schools Form 430-94: Professional Leave (PRO). The form
must include the name and five-digit identification number of the music substitute, the job
number, principal’s signature, and the account code K12 12101 000 03 501081.




Elementary School Principals 2 September 20, 2013

Action

o Please have your school administrative secretary submit a bus field trip ticket to
Ms. Georgia L. Cornell, senior field trip coordinator, Transportation Support Services Unit,
Department of Transportation, by October 1, 2013.

e Please share this information with your Grade 5 teachers and your general music teacher,
requesting they send the school permission form home for Grade 5 students to participate in
this field trip (Attachment C).

 General music teachers should send a copy of their leave forms to Ms. Katherine A. Murphy,
content specialist, Fine Arts, Carver Educational Services Center, Room 256, no later than
October 25, 2013.

Questions
e Contact Ms. Murphy at 301-279-3250 or via e-mail.

EJL:bts
Attachments

Copy to:
Executive Staff
Ms. Adams
Mrs. Collins
Ms. Cornell
Mr. Creel
Mrs. Hazel
Elementary School Administrative Secretaries
Ms. Murphy
Dr. Steinberg
Mr. Watkins
Dr. Mugge
Mr. Prouty

Approved: ,E/ sy /7 4%&(/4

Larry A(ﬁoweré, Chief Operating Officer

COX L dioky ()%t

Kimbefly A\Statham, Dejﬁty Superintenderit of Teaching, Learning, and Programs




Attachment A

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Instructions for General Music Teachers and Grade 5 Classroom Teachers
for the National Philharmonic Concerts
at The Music Center at Strathmore

Directions: Please read this document thoroughly, and provide a copy for each Grade 5
teacher and each general/choral music teacher.

General Information

Some concerts are currently at maximum capacity, so no additional chaperones can be
included for the concerts.

Students may not sit in the front rows of the balconies, but ushers may seat teachers there in
order to create enough seating space.

Please do not have students bring pencils and paper for notes. This is a safety issue when
going up and down the steps.

Parents should not drop off or pick up students at the concert.

Please contact Ms. Katherine A. Murphy via e-mail if there are any special needs
(wheelchairs, hard of hearing, etc.) so Strathmore staff members can make arrangements and
be prepared.

Prior to the Event

Inform students and teachers that no photography (video or still) or audio recordings will be
permitted during this event.

Students attending the 10:35 a.m. concert should eat lunch when they return to their school at
12:25 p.m. A light snack before boarding the buses at 9:30 a.m. is suggested.

Students attending the 12:15 p.m. concert should eat lunch at 10:35 a.m. at school prior to
boarding buses at 11:10 am. A light snack after returning to school at 1:50 p.m. is
suggested.

Students and teachers will not be permitted to eat on the buses or at The Music Center at
Strathmore.

Please make sure that students refrain from chewing gum or eating candy at the concert.
Review the preconcert materials on the National Philharmonic website at

www.nationalphilharmonic.org/studentconcerts.

When Arriving at The Music Center at Strathmore

Your bus will be given a number when it pulls up to the curb at The Music Center; an adult
guide from Strathmore will greet you.

For identification purposes, your bus number will be referenced, rather than the name of
your school.

Designate a lead teacher to lead the line of students and another teacher to supervise students
at the end of the line. Each teacher needs to know the total number of people on their bus
and will carry a “bus number card.”

Groups from “Even” number assigned buses will walk behind The Music Center and climb
32 outdoor steps to enter the first floor “Concert Seats.”

Groups from “Odd” number assigned buses will walk into The Music Center and climb
72 indoor steps to the Promenade, Grand, and Upper tier seats. In these upper tiers, no



Attachment A

students will be permitted to sit in the front row seats. We are asking that teachers coming
from “Odd” number buses fill in these first row seats on their assigned level to allow for
maximum seating.

Professional Leave for General Music Teachers Only

Leave requests for a half-day substitute for your general music teacher need to be submitted
on MCPS Form 430-94: Professional Leave (PRO). The form must include the name and
five-digit identification number for the music substitute, the job number, and the principal’s
signature.

Include the account code K12 12101 000 03 501081 on the leave form.

Please contact your half-day music substitute teacher and send a copy of your leave slip to
Ms. Katherine A. Murphy, content specialist, Fine Arts, Carver Educational Services Center,
Room 256.

School Identification Required

We have stressed that only students, teachers, and one general music teacher be permitted to
attend. This is to allow for enough seats for all of our students. At no time will parents or
other adults be permitted to enter The Music Center. In order for us to enforce this policy,
we ask that you display your school ID badge when entering The Music Center.

Restroom Considerations

There will be ample time for most students attending the 10:35 a.m. concert to be escorted by
their teacher to the restrooms before 10:35 a.m.

If students need to visit the restroom after that time, we encourage you to take students to the
restroom during the last 10 minutes of the concert rather than waiting for the concert to end.
This will help us to empty the concert hall and keep the buses on schedule.

Student Head Counts

L ]

Please do your head count prior to exiting The Music Center. Keep a close eye on your line
of students along the way to the bus. Do not redo your head count while boarding or while
on the bus. Once the last student boards, the bus must pull out in order to keep the process
moving.

Medical Attention

We have prepared the site with the focus on student safety. In the event a child needs
medical attention, a Registered Pediatric Nurse will be centrally located at The Music Center.
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Attachment C

(Your School Letterhead)
(Date)

Dear Parents:

Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) once again is pleased to offer the opportunity for
all Grade 5 students to attend the Student Concerts presented by the National Philharmonic
Orchestra on (insert your concert date) at The Music Center at Strathmore. This program gives
our students exposure to the wonderful world of classical music in a concert hall setting. Our
goal is to inspire a love and appreciation of music and the arts at a young age that will grow and
develop over a lifetime. MCPS is able to provide these concerts at no cost to families.

This program aligns with and complements the Maryland State Curriculum for Elementary
Music and the National Standards for Music Education by providing students an opportunity to
listen and respond to music and to demonstrate understanding through visual representation,
verbal description, and movement. Students develop an understanding that music is an essential
aspect of history and human experience.

Grade 5 students currently are preparing for this year’s program in their music classes so that
they can actively participate in the upcoming concerts. They are learning about the instrument
families of the orchestra and how the instruments work together in a concert setting. I encourage
you to discuss this program with your child so that he/she can make the most of this opportunity.
By signing and returning this form to your child’s school, you are granting permission for your
child to attend this school activity.

Sincerely,

(Your name)
School Principal

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
National Philharmonic Concert
The Music Center at Strathmore

Please return this form to your child’s teacher by (insert date).

Student’s Name:

Please print

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature:

Date:




Attachment C

(Your School Letterhead)
<DD> de <month> de <YYYY>

Estimados Padres/Guardianes:

Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) se complace una vez mas en poder ofrecerles a
todos los estudiantes del Grado 5 la oportunidad de asistir los Conciertos Para Alumnos
presentados por National Philharmonic Orchestra en el Music Center at Strathmore, el dia <dd>
de <month> de <YYYY>. Este programa les ofrece a nuestros estudiantes contacto con el
maravilloso mundo de la musica clésica, en un ambiente de sala de concierto. Nuestra meta es
inspirar el amor y la apreciacién de la musica y de las artes a una temprana edad, para que crezca
y se desarrolle durante toda una vida. MCPS puede ofrecer estos conciertos sin cobrar nada a las
familias.

Este programa se alinea con y complementa el Maryland State Curriculum for Elementary Music
y los National Standards for Music Education al brindarles a los estudiantes la oportunidad de
escuchar y responder a la misica, y de demostrar comprensién a través de la representacion
visual, la descripcién verbal y el movimiento. Los estudiantes desarrollan el entendimiento que
la musica es un aspecto esencial de la historia y la experiencia humana.

Los estudiantes del Grado 5 estén, actualmente, siendo preparados para el programa de este afio
en sus clases de musica, para que ellos puedan participar activamente en los préximos conciertos.
Estan aprendiendo sobre los distintos grupos de instrumentos de la orquesta, y c6mo los
instrumentos trabajan juntos en un concierto. Les animo que hablen de este programa con su
hijo/a para que pueda derivar el mayor beneficio de esta oportunidad. Al firmar y devolver este
formulario a la escuela de su hijo/a, usted estd dando permiso para que él/ella asista a esta
actividad escolar.

Sinceramente,

(Your name)
Principal

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
National Philharmonic Concert
The Music Center at Strathmore
Favor de volver esta forma al maestro de su hijo para (date).

Nombre del estudiante

Firma del Padres/Guardidnes:

Fecha:




