
Understanding the MCAP Government and 
Life Science (LS MISA) Individual Score Report 

 
The Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program (MCAP) assessments for Government and Life Science (LS MISA), 
which align to the Maryland College and Career-Ready Standards, were administered in the spring of the 2023 – 2024 
school year.  In order to satisfy the American Government or Science graduation requirement, a student must earn one credit 
in a local, state, and national government course and/or biology course aligned with the MCAP government or LS MISA 
assessment, and take the assessment.  MCAP scores should be used along with a student’s classroom performance, report 
card grades, and teacher feedback to form a clear picture of a student’s progress toward meeting academic standards. 

 
How to Read Your Student’s Score Report 

 

 
Overall Performance – Students receive an overall score and based on that score, are placed in one of 
four performance levels, with Level 4 indicating that the student is a distinguished learner while a student 
scoring at Level 1 is indicated as a beginning learner. 
 

 Score Range – This scale includes the score ranges for each performance level and shows where your 
student’s score falls within that range. 
 

 

Overall Score Comparisons – This section shows how your student is performing compared to students 
in the same grade at the same school, across the school district, and around the state.  It also details the 
percentage of students who achieved at the different performance levels. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
How to Read Your Student’s Score Report (Continued…) 

 
 Performance by Core Idea – This section provides the student’s performance on each of the life science or 

social studies (government) core ideas. 
 

 

Core Idea Performance Indicator Legend – each core idea is marked with a performance indicator. 
• A closed circle indicates the student is a “Distinguished or Proficient Learner” within this area.  Students 

in this category are likely academically well prepared to engage successfully in further studies in the 
dimension of science or social studies content area and may need instructional enrichment. 

• A half-filled circle indicates the student is a “Developing Learner.”  Students in this category likely need 
academic support to engage successfully in further studies in the dimension of science or social studies 
content area. 

• An open circle indicates the student is a “Beginning Learner.”  Students in this category are likely not 
academically well prepared to engage successfully in further studies in the dimension of science content 
area.  Such students likely need instructional interventions to increase achievement in the dimension of 
science or social studies content area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


