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Flora M. Singer Day

This Friday, November 15th, is Flora M. Singer Day! This is an annual event where
students learn about the life and legacy of Flora M. SInger. We also complete activities
that help teach core principles of cooperation, collaboration and kindness. Students
will be working with different staff throughout the day. They should dress to be
outside. We encourage everyone to wear Singer Gear. It will be a great day!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~

Singer Needs Meeting

11/20 at 7pm: In coordination with our PTA Singer Needs Team, we will be hosting an
informational meeting for parents/guardians hosted by xMinds on November 20, 2024
at 7:00pm. The meeting will be virtual.

xMinds is a collaborative partnership of parents, educators, and service providers
working together to improve the educational experience and outcomes for autistic
students in Pre-K–12 education in Montgomery County, MD.

This session will focus on the services and resources xMinds provide to the community
and how parents can access them within Montgomery County. Please note that
Executive Director Melanie Carlos & Sue Keisler President of xMinds will be present as
our guest speakers and will be very happy to answer any questions you may have.
Please email Kara_T_Tymon@mcpsmd.org with your questions.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HPErbEb8oHfDLVpkpEIdBXltMLFrZ4lG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OgX8Vorez_ThgIzxaFFKCfsU4q2k234Z/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mq0oFg0UsjNFt11e7gDKa9Vg2MbAShX4/view?usp=sharing
https://secure.smore.com/n/kn152-11-november-2024-newsletter


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~

Big Greek Cafe Dine-Out

Dine-outs are a delicious way to support the PTA. Each month, we host "Dine Out"
events in partnership with local businesses as a way to get out and have fun with
other Singer families while supporting the PTA at the same time. Join your friends,
bring your neighbors, and take the night off from cooking!

Where: Big Greek Cafe (8213 Georgia Ave)
When: 12 November, 5-9pm



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~

Staff Member of the Month!



We believe that our school staff plays a crucial role in creating a positive and nurturing
environment for our students. To recognize their hard work and dedication, we invite you to
nominate an exceptional staff member to be our Staff Member of the Month!
If you’ve witnessed a teacher, administrator, or support staff member going above and
beyond, we want to hear about it! Please share your thoughts on how they have made a
difference in your child’s education or well-being.
Nominations can be submitted throughout the year using the links below:
English: https://forms.gle/cRCUCftPF5e1vBMAA
Spanish: https://forms.gle/5PvwgZRBcHtmfgqXA

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~

Yearbook Cover Contest - Due December 5th

Calling all Artists!

Do you want your artwork on the cover of the yearbook?
We are looking for designs for the 2024-2025 yearbook cover!

Yearbook Cover Design Deadline - Due December 5th
Submit your design to Mrs. Gracias, Folders hanging outside Room #114

Make sure you have your name and classroom teacher name on the back of your
artwork.

DESIGN RULES
● What size should it be? 8.5 x 11 in.
● Keep words or images ¼ of an inch away from the edges of the paper.
● What materials can you use?    Pens, Markers, Crayons, etc…
● Think creatively, create a fun cover that is colorful and expresses what makes our

school unique.
● Must include name of the school: Flora M. Singer Elementary School and the

year 2024-2025 in the design

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://forms.gle/cRCUCftPF5e1vBMAA
https://forms.gle/5PvwgZRBcHtmfgqXA


Harmony SEL

As a school we just finished a special piece of our Harmony Curriculum called Building
Community. Students participated in activities to get to know each other, make friends, and
create a happy space for learning. They also learned about three important practices we use to
build relationships and help our learning: Meet Up, Buddy Up, and Harmony Goals.

Key strategies from this unit included:

● Meet Up: This is when we gather as a class and share our experiences, solve problems
together, and get to know each other better.

● Buddy Up: This is when we get to buddy with another student each week. We will get to
better know our buddies, work together, and learn together.

● Class Harmony Goals: These are agreements we make as a class on how we want to
treat each other and learn together.

● Personal Harmony Goals: Each student will decide on their own goals for what they want
to learn and how they want to support the Class Harmony Goals.

● Get-to-Know-You Activities: Four short lessons will help us find things we have in
common, build a good community in our classroom, and see how important each of us is
to this community.

● We are now beginning Unit 1: Being My Best Self

You can find information on this unit in the links below.

K-2 Home Connection Letter English & Spanish
3-5 Home Connection Letter English & Spanish

Remember, it is important to talk about and practice these skills at home too. You can find
several ideas for this in the "Home-to-School Connections: Home Activities" in the links.

Thank you for supporting Harmony at Singer. If you have any questions about what we are
doing, please feel free to ask. You can also find more information at harmony-academy.org.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Smart Sacks: Weekend Food Bags

Would you like extra food for your children on the weekends? Smart Sacks is a free program
that gives a bag of food to elementary school children who would benefit from extra food for the
weekend when there is no school lunch or breakfast. At the end of each week, children who are
participating in this program will receive a bag of food at school to bring home. If you would like
your child to participate in the program, please complete the permission form below. More
information about the program is provided in the permission form.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F13LRUm0_yqDJYFATXCmq-FQRTLNzYV26m9fEiITwO-Gg%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CKyle_J_Heatwole%40mcpsmd.org%7C40e1df82e5c44da8555f08dcd9a88724%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638624565042215822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sFZhDabV82FKp28n2ZOtRTYVvf3TqeN0DM2z%2B5TX41Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1HtQ31ydsTtcvUOEQZgQqA6ZObOr9VZylgCBGzftgA2E%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CKyle_J_Heatwole%40mcpsmd.org%7C40e1df82e5c44da8555f08dcd9a88724%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638624565042250042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r%2BQiKSAASsDBDpLfAng7Vq8OXRxYjurxUNcU2BS3Lv4%3D&reserved=0


Smart Sack Permission Form

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Holiday Help for Families: Holiday Giving Project of Montgomery County

If your family is in need and would like to be referred for possible assistance for the holiday
season (November and December Holidays) , please complete this referral form to provide the
required information. Resources are limited: please apply only if you and your family are truly in
need. While a referral is not a guarantee of assistance, the Project helps as many families in
need as donations allow.

The Holiday Giving Project has provided Thanksgiving and December holiday assistance to
low-income households for over 30 years. A network of social workers, school counselors, and
human service professionals refer families in need of assistance. Local non-profits, faith-based
organizations, and public agencies serve Holiday Giving recipients, as donations are available.

This form is for Flora Singer Families ONLY. Families at other schools must ask their school for
a referral.
For the best chance of receiving resources, please complete the request form as soon as
possible.
If you need help completing the request, contact Veronica Gonzalez at 240-550-3254 or
veronica_gonzalez@mcpsmd.org

Holiday Giving Project of Montgomery County Referral Request

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Supply List and Bus Routes
Here is a link to our student supply list:

FMS ES - School Supply List - FY 24-25 - ENGLISH.pdf

FMS ES - Lista de Útiles Escolares - FY 24-25 - SPANISH.pdf

A limited number of supplies and backpacks have been donated by local organizations
and the PTA. If your Flora Singer student is in need of school supplies or a backpack,
please complete the following form.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeoDVIRxsvns60Te4RXEAINQolCpjbEXeM

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14WJmoA1uJPsUXOG6fpykghto6v5a9r-7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19Q_8Nr_nG1xAIZAjHWZt9bZDtbhqeh-T/view?usp=sharing
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeW0FStd6oK4p--jY4aPiy2s6q7JTfb7KDyTGH3QgfFgcULGg%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link&data=05%7C02%7CKyle_J_Heatwole%40mcpsmd.org%7C40e1df82e5c44da8555f08dcd9a88724%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638624565042274037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cH87D84G7KFmrI5uDXS57Y94D6Q2sYTZN0LX0JGiKJ4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2Ftjk3dFLB2ztU2AWt6&data=05%7C02%7CKyle_J_Heatwole%40mcpsmd.org%7C40e1df82e5c44da8555f08dcd9a88724%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638624565042297025%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B2Xdqq%2B%2BS2Kjl9A71rosA0wG%2FmiGpPPrUU4sn%2FQhFKA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeoDVIRxsvns60Te4RXEAINQolCpjbEXeM5LHfSOS27cmtaEw%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link&data=05%7C02%7CKyle_J_Heatwole%40mcpsmd.org%7C6acdffa472de4f7535e808dcb6fb76a1%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638586438343464262%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FFzygE94s5E7XAPVo8NdivaKyPQ1c21I%2FsH2iermFko%3D&reserved=0


5LHfSOS27cmtaEw/viewform?usp=sf_link

Here is a link to the general education bus routes:

SINGER ES - 770 - REG ARR.pdf

SINGER ES - 770 - REG DEP.pdf

Other information from the Transportation Department:

20240801 RAN ElementarySchool English.pdf

20240801 RAN ElementarySchool SPANISH.pdf

What You Should Know About Riding the Bus.pdf

What You Should Know About Riding the Bus SPANISH.pdf

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Breakfast and Lunch

Meal prices will be $2.55 for lunch. Our breakfast program is free to all students and
available in the classroom every morning.

Students in Maryland who qualify for reduced-price meals will not be charged for
breakfast or lunch. Families can apply online now so that benefits will be in place when
school starts. Families can access the online application by visiting
www.myschoolapps.com/. Please remember a new application must be completed for
any family requesting assistance this school year.

You can visit the the website to see all the options for paying for a school lunch:
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/meal-payments/
#How

You can use My School Bucks to set up payment for school lunch online:
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain.action?clientKey=&requestAction=home

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1voCXC9rnBi8eFph5i3uSOQzIiePM7v1i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RtKSG2_Cp1O73sdCbJhJF-IQ5RP_q0bk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WD1dCWmMFy8CPzhFu1clrJJfvx9Up5hK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pU3LHgFEOvMt11NHqUC6JvqMR-qul_JR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xi1GldaANTfiNup--SUL3VYFPiCdJ8fF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fXh-jpvojVXlvq6jrpt783IIf55Wtawr/view?usp=sharing
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeoDVIRxsvns60Te4RXEAINQolCpjbEXeM5LHfSOS27cmtaEw%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link&data=05%7C02%7CKyle_J_Heatwole%40mcpsmd.org%7C6acdffa472de4f7535e808dcb6fb76a1%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638586438343464262%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FFzygE94s5E7XAPVo8NdivaKyPQ1c21I%2FsH2iermFko%3D&reserved=0
http://www.myschoolapps.com/
http://www.myschoolapps.com/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/meal-payments/#How
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/meal-payments/#How
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain.action?clientKey=&requestAction=home


Immunizations and Medications

It is very important that your child is up-to-date on his/her immunizations. If you are
not sure, please check with your doctor. The state law mandates that children not be
admitted to school without the proper immunizations. Medications must be brought to
school in the original container by an adult along with MCPS Form 525-13
(Authorization to Administer Prescribed Medication) completed by your physician.
Medication will not be administered without proper authorization. Please contact our
Health Technician if you have any questions.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

School Cash Online

Montgomery County Public Schools has transitioned to a new online payment system
called SchoolCash Online as its preferred method of payment for school-related fees
such as fundraisers, field trips, obligations, etc.
SchoolCash Online helps parents/guardians and community members pay
school-related fees safely, quickly, and easily. SchoolCash Online will help increase
efficiency and security at schools by making payments directly into schools’ bank
accounts and eliminating the need for teachers to handle money. In addition, once
registered, you will be immediately informed about school activities!
Powered by KEV Group, SchoolCash Online is the industry leader in the management
of school fees. The new system puts all of the school-related fees online for purchase
so users can make purchases online using a credit card or e-check. A processing fee
will be included on all items available for purchase, regardless of the type of payment
used on SchoolCash Online or at the school.

Parents/guardians can register now at - https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/

SchoolCash Online also offers a 24/7 customer support desk that can be reached by online
inquiry or by calling 1-866-961-1803.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Volunteering at School

If you are interested in being a volunteer in any capacity this school year we would love to have

https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/forms/detail.aspx?formNumber=525-13&catID=2&subCatId=6
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CClaudette_M_Eader%40mcpsmd.org%7Cb38e833afd204ed09a9308da64085770%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C637932285703164858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BC45%2FBIp9sCNMDybr7hIuWufhfvKpGx%2FbDpdAFNPNq0%3D&reserved=0
https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/


you! Please access the link to learn about the requirements of volunteering in MCPS. If you
have any questions please contact Mr. McKinley.

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/student-leadership/volunteer

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Contact the Department of Transportation

If you ever have any questions or concerns regarding the buses or transportation of
students, you may now call their customer service hotline. They can be reached at:
240-740-7790.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

GT screening for SY 24-25

This year all Montgomery County Public Schools Grade 2 students will be screened as

part of the Student Instructional Program Planning and Implementation (SIPPI) process,

which is the universal screening for gifted and talented (GT) identification. Additionally,

students in Grades 3 and 5 who are new to MCPS, or have not been previously

identified as gifted and talented, will participate in the screening process. More

information will be shared over the next month about the process with all families who

have a student being screened. Please see the letters below for additional information.

If you have any questions please feel free to reach out to our GT Liaison Ms. Angela

Martin at Angela_L_Martin@mcpsmd.org.

English , Spanish, French

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fdepartments%2Fstudent-leadership%2Fvolunteer&data=05%7C02%7CKyle_J_Heatwole%40mcpsmd.org%7C31e3589927ca42cd02db08dcc903a027%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638606264600380866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5mcByYJDX%2FbZIstgVazW1pYAFsOx3m5qKqiSud1mIo8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Angela_L_Martin@mcpsmd.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A4pJrsrvIYCtdwU81iVB9TsAwjhNaGgMVDNLnfNdprw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17IVDes5syEk2fKvLMF6zRmWM0kSo486Z/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113394455578023225272&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ErJ1InIAeWzciDTo0gl-ter-nQm_u4ib/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113394455578023225272&rtpof=true&sd=true



