
To 2nd Grade Back to School 
Night 

2024 - 2025



● Meet the Teacher
● Our Schedule
● Curriculum

○ Reading, Math, Science, Social Studies
● Homework
● The Westover Way
● Communication
● Google form for questions

● Session 1
● Session 2 (repeat of session 1)

Tonight’s Schedule



MEET THE TEACHER: Mrs. Ratlief 

● 7th year teaching at Westover 
● Taught fourth grade and 

second grade! 
● I love cooking, hiking, reading, 

and spending time with my 
friends and family! 

● Dog Mama to my Nelly 



MEET THE TEACHER: Ms. Rubinson

● 3rd year teaching at Westover 
● This is my first year teaching second 

grade. I taught 4th grade the past two 
years! 

● I love watching movies, hiking, and 
reading! 



Our Schedule
9:05 -9:20 Arrival

9:25 - 9:40 Class Meeting

9:45 - 11:45 English Language Arts (ELA)

11:45 - 12:15 Science/Social Studies

12:15- 1:25 Lunch/Recess

1:25 - 1:40 Read Aloud

1:40-3:00 Math

3:00-3:40 Specials

3:40-3:50 Dismissal

Specials 

Ratlief: 

Monday - SEL

Tuesday- Media/SEL

Wednesday - PE

Thursday- Music

 Friday - Art

Specials 

Rubinson:

Monday - Social 
Emotional Learning

Tuesday- Music

Wednesday - Art

Thursday- PE

 Friday - 
Media/Social 
Emotional Learning



Literacy Block
Our literacy block is 120 minutes of time that includes:

● Whole group
● Flexible needs based small group
● Writing
● HD Word Phonics→ Shift to Structured Literacy  
● Independent reading and read alouds



BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT
Second Grade ELA

2024-2025

Amplify
Core Knowledge 

Language Arts 
CKLA



How it Works

X

CKLA is built on the science of how kids learn to read.
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Program Design: K-2
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Program Design: Grade 2
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✓ Phonics and Word 
Recognition

✓Grammar

✓ Spelling



Program Design: Grade 2
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        Domains
❏ Fairy Tales & Tall Tales
❏ Early Asian Civilizations
❏ The Ancient Greek Civilization
❏ Greek Myths
❏ Cycles of Nature
❏ Up, Up & Away: 

The Age of Aviation
❏ Insects
❏ The U.S. Civil War
❏ The Human Body
❏ Immigration
❏ Fighting for a Cause

✓ Background 
Knowledge

✓ Core Content & 
Vocabulary

✓ Writing



Caregiver Resources
 Take-Home Letters



Amplify CKLA: Caregiver Hub
A one stop shop for resources and guides in both Spanish and English!

English

español

Username:     HVKQR
Password:     calm-dove6



Amplify CKLA: Student Hub

✓Knowledge Builder 
Videos for Grades K-2

✓ Sound Library for Grades 
K-2

✓Recorded Daily 
Read-Alouds

CKLA Hub for Students



Amplify CKLA: Boost Reading 

✓Personalized Instruction

✓Practice @ Home

✓Acceleration & Remediation

✓Adaptive Technology



Amplify CKLA: Boost Caregiver Hub

✓

English español



Thank you for 
partnering with us!

español English



Grade 2 Math Overview
In grade two, students will extend their understanding of place 

value to the hundreds place. They will use this place value 
understanding to solve word problems, including those involving 

length and other units of measure. 

Students will continue to work on their addition and subtraction 
skills, quickly and accurately adding and subtracting numbers up 
through 20 and also working with numbers up through 100. They 

will also build a foundation for understanding fractions by working 
with shapes and geometry.



2nd Grade Math Modules
Module 1: Sums and differences to 100 (10 days) * We finished Module 1 last week!

Module 2: Addition and subtraction of length units (12 days)

Module 3: Place value, counting, and comparison of numbers to 1,000 (25 days)

Module 4: Addition and subtraction within 200 with word problems to 100 (35 days)

Module 5: Addition and subtraction within 1,000 with word problems to 100 (24 days)

Module 6: Foundations of multiplication and division (24 days)

Module 7: Problem solving with length, money, and data (30 days)

Module 8: Time, shapes, and fractions as equal parts of shapes (20 days)



Grade 2 Math Block: 75 minutes
● Fluency Practice (sprints, quick counting)

● Application Problem (word problem)

● Concept Development (lesson)

● Problem set (independent practice/ small 

group possibility)

● Student Debrief/Exit Ticket



Math Books

Succeed = 
homework Practice 

book = 
sprints

Learn book = 
classwork and 
exit tickets

Students will 
tear out a 
page from 
their succeed 
books for 
homework 
each night.



Social Studies Overview 
Module 1: Enduring Understanding: Rules, laws, and 
choices people make about rights and responsibilities 
affect the common good of society.

Module 2: Enduring Understanding: Collaboration skills 
that encourage cooperation, respect, and multiple 
perspectives help create problem solving communities.

**We will focus on Social studies for the FIRST half of the semester.**



NGSS Science Overview
Students have the opportunity to-
• create their own investigations

• develop models to explain phenomena and solve problems

• reason and support their conclusions with evidence

• use science to solve real problems

• engage in learning connecting engineering and science 
practices and concepts

**We will focus on science for the SECOND half of the semester**



Social Emotional 
LessonsStudents will receive 1 social emotional 

lesson per week in addition to the lessons 
facilitated by the school counselor.   These 

lessons will focus on strategies to help 
students cope with anxieties and stress, 

character development, and emotional 
health.

Check out the calm down corners in each classroom!



Testing
MAP-P is completed 3 times per year. This is a 

district assessment to be completed in Fall, 
Winter, and Spring. This measures  student 

growth in Math throughout the year. 
DIBELS is administered at the beginning, 

middle, and end of year. We will also 
complete progress monitoring as needed for 

individual students.



Homework
● Students will have 1 math worksheet to be completed every 

night.
● Read for 15-20 minutes & color in reading log (one for each 

month)
● Students will receive a new list of spelling words each week. 

Students should practice their spelling words every night. 
They will be assessed during a spelling test every Friday. 

● No homework on Fridays!



The Westover Way/Classroom Incentives
Students can earn orange Wallaby tickets in all areas of the school for 

being:
● Respectful, Safe, Prepared

Classroom Incentives: 

★ Class compliments 

★ Behavior Points (ex. Dojo)

★ Team Points 

★ Lunch bunches 

★ Class party 

★ Award certificates 

★ Prize box 



Keep in Touch!
● Email:alexandra_s_ratlief@mcpsmd.org and 

stella_j_rubinson2@mcpsmd.org
● Call: School Phone number: (240) 740-5740
● Monthly 2nd grade newsletter
● Weekly Friday folder with important papers 
● Remind app 

mailto:alexandra_s_krakaur@mcpsmd.org
mailto:stella_j_rubinson2@mcpsmd.org
https://www.google.com/search?q=westover+elementary+school+phone+number+mcps&rlz=1C1GCEB_en&oq=westover+elementary+school+phone+number+mcps&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i160l4.6243j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#


Questions??



If your child is in 
Ms. Rubinson’s 

class, please head 
to her room (#217)!


