
Where Should I Apply?
How to Create the 
Right College List

Jordan Kanarek

jordank@collegewise.com













College Admissions 
State of the Nation



Here’s the Truth

1. There are only about 40 colleges in the U.S. that 
admit less than 20% of their applicants

2. There are more than 1,200 4-year schools that admit 
over 50% of the students that apply!

3. On average colleges accept 2/3 of their applicants



Finding the Right Fit

• Happy and successful

• You can be admitted

• You can afford to attend



Advantages 
• Advantages of looking for the right colleges

• Better chance of getting in

• Unsolicited financial aid and scholarships

• Gives you more control of the process

• Odds of ending up at good fit increase

• The college search is important

• It’s okay to not know, but not okay to not think about it



But 
where do 
I start?



Strategies for Finding Fit
• Evaluate yourself

• Compare your current environment with the one you 
want in college

• Don’t let majors drive your college search

• To get more financial aid, apply to colleges more likely to 
accept you

• What you do in college is more important than where 
you do it



Some Things to Ponder
• Size

• Location/distance from home

• Majors

• Cost

• Is the school prestigious?



Size



Location



Location, Location, Location…
1. Do you like where you live now, or would you like to 

experience something different in college?

2. Do you want to be surrounded with students just like 
you, or do you want them to be different?

3. How close to home do you want to be?

4. City, suburbs, or middle of nowhere?



Majors



Majors (and being undecided)
1. Do you KNOW what you want to be 

when you graduate college?

2. Are there lots of areas you still want to 
explore?

3. If you THINK you know what you want 
to major in..

4. Totally Undecided



Cost



Net price calculators are easy



Show Me the Money

1. Talk about cost with your parents

2. Outside Scholarships are limited

3. Net Price Calculators

4. Safety schools are key



A word on prestige…



A word on 
prestige…



Some Tips
• Campus visits?

• College presentations at your high school

• You may not be certain until you get there

• Where you apply is different from where you 

actually go

• You need to take the lead



College Research 101: 
CollegeBoard BigFuture

bigfuture.collegeboard.org



Research Resources

www.unigo.com www.niche.com 



Balancing the List
1-3 Reaches

4-6 Targets

1-3 Safeties



What You Do vs. Where You Do It



College is amazing. It’s where you can 
do stuff like this. So, enjoy this process!



Questions?


