College Planning for Juniors

Preparing for College Admissions

Presented by:

Northwest High School Counseling Department



e Discuss college application components

e Review acollege planning timeline

e ldentify nextaction steps and additional resources
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Application Components - Admissions Criteria

+ GPA, Courses & Grades

- Admission Tests —"
. SAT,ACT |
- Extracurricular Activities/Service - |

« Essay
- Letters of Recommendation




The Transcript

e High School Transcripts include both
weighted and unweighted GPA.

Middle School courses are listed, but
may or may not be part of the GPA
depending if the mark helps or hurts
the overall GPA.

Students typically apply to college
without any senior year grades
reported on the transcript.

Students who took Montgomery
College coursework should plan to
also send their MC transcript to
colleges as part of their application.
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Admissions Tests: SAT vs. ACT

Offered by College Board

Scores between 400-1600

Reading, Writing and Language, and Math
sections

No Science section

Calculator allowed on only a portion of the
math test

3 hours

Offered by ACT

Scores between 1-36

English, Reading, Math & Science sections
Calculator allowed on all math sections

2 hours 55 minutes + optional 40 minute
writing test

Beginningin April 2025, students who
choose to take the ACT online will see an
updated format that’s shorter and lets you
choose whether to include the science
section. Paper version of new format begins

in September.



Admissions Tests: SAT and ACT

Preparation

e College Test Prep class at NW
e Prepbook

e Khan Academy

e Paid prep courses or tutoring

Registration

e Juniorsshould take atest for the first time in winter/spring of junior year

e Register for Saturday tests on College Board or ACT website

e Studentswho areeligible for free or reduced-price lunch are eligible for a fee
waiver (contact your counselor or Ms. Davis in the College/Career Center)



Testing Terms

“Test optional”
o
“Test blind” O“ tional
Onaj 3
“Test flexible” Q@eﬁ\e’o



Testing Plans for Specific Colleges

College Testing Plan

University of Maryland-College Park Test optional
Towson University Test optional
University of Maryland-Baltimore County Test optional
Frostburg State University Test optional
Salisbury University Test optional
Johns Hopkins University Test required
The George Washington University Test optional

Georgetown University Test required



Testing Plans for Specific Colleges

College Testing Plan
Virginia Tech Test optional
James Madison University Test optional
University of Virginia-Main Campus Test optional
George Mason University Test optional
University of Pittsburgh-Pittsburgh Test optional
Campus

Pennsylvania State University-Penn State Test optional
Main Campus

University of Delaware Test optional



Testing Plans for Specific Colleges

College Testing Plan

Massachusetts Institute of Technology Test required
Harvard University Test required
Brown University Test required
Dartmouth College Test required
Georgia Institute of Technology Test required
University of Georgia Test required
New York University Test flexible

University of California System



What do you do when you are not in class or studying?

e Schoolclubs

e Sports

e Clubs/organizations outside of school
e Summeror part-time jobs

e Summeracademic programs

e Volunteer activities

e Internships
e Hobbies



Common App and Coalition App both offer options for
the essay topic
Supplemental essays

Suggestions:
o Sharesomething about you that is not found elsewherein
your application
o Have1-2otherpeoplereadit to give you feedback
o Startearly!



Recommendation Letters

e 1or2teacherlettersand counselor recommendation

e Teachersfrom11th or12th grade preferred

e Coresubject areas preferred

e Askteachers personallyif they will write your letter before you list them in
Naviance

e Askyourteacher(s)atthe end of spring semester

e Provide thorough answers on your brag sheet (in Naviance under Surveys)

e Supplemental recommendations may be accepted but cannot replace
required recommendations

e Thankyourrecommenders



Creating your College List

Look at a minimum of 10 schools seriously

Discuss with parents/guardians, teachers, counselor, and friends

Look at websites, college social media accounts, and virtual tours

Attend virtual or in-person college fairs (NACAC College Fair is April 8)
Communicate with college reps at admissions presentations or via Naviance
Speak with current college students

Visit college campuses

Include at least one safety school



NACAC College Fair - April 8

Permission slips due by
March 28 to Ms. Davis in

ap
room ] 2 6 NACAC COLLEGE FAIR REGISTRATION REQUIRED

RETURN FORMS TO THE

COLLEGE CAREER INFORMATION CENTER BY MARCH 28
Forms accepted on a first-come, first-served basis until all seats are

[ d [
Fam I I Ies Ca n attend filled on reserved buses!
PERMISSION FORM NACAC REQUIRED
https://bit.ly/4iNsVEr https://bit.ly/414Eikk

NORTHWEST COLLEGE CAREER FIELD TRIP
_ FoR THE CLASS OF 2026
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Tuesday, April 8 from
6:30 pmuntil 8 pm

SCAN ME RE.GISTRATION .



Naviance

e HelpFind Your Fit:
o Usetools like SuperMatch and

Scattergrams to identify your
best-fit college.

e Research Colleges:
o .Dlgdeeper.lntocolle%(esof
interest using tools like

Acceptance History

e Develop your Prospective College list

e Resume

e BragSheet

nce | Student

Colleges

https://student.naviance.com/northwest



https://student.naviance.com/northwest
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Things to Consider

Retention

Extracurricular issi o
oo y Adrmssmns graduation
activities an requirements? rate?

sports?

4 )
Two year or Weather Campus
four year? and lity/
climate? quatity
reputation

fSchooI with a\ ~
SpEeie maj_or Large, medium
or school with or small? Urban,
lots of variety : suburban,

\ of majors? rural?




Things To Do: Spring 2025

e Earnthebest grades you can this semestertoboost your GPA
e Review next year’s course selections and email your counselor
with any changes by June 1

e Research colleges and narrow down your list

o Thinkaboutwhatisimportant to you

o Completeanonline college search

o Attend NACAC College Fair (April 8)

o Visit college campuses



Things To Do: Spring 2025

e PlanforCollege Admissions tests

o SAT dates: May 3, June 7 (must register online)
o ACT dates: April 5, June 14, July 12 (must register online)

e Ask1-2teacherstowriteyour college recommendations

e Complete Northwest Brag Sheet in Naviance in Surveys



Things To Do: Summer 2025

e Start your applications (many are available beginning August 1st)

oCommon App, Coalition App, Black Common App, university-specific application
oRegular Decision vs. Early Decision vs. Early Action vs. Priority vs. Rolling Admission

oCommon App vs. Coalition App vs. E-docs vs. U.S. Mail

e Develop a system for keeping track of your applications

e Register with the NCAA Eligibility Center if you are planning to play a

Division | or Il sport


https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

Things To Do: Summer 2025

e Develop aresume of your work, volunteer, and extracurricular activities
e Write your college essay(s)
e Research scholarship opportunities

o Northwest HS College & Career Website

o Scholarships.com

o FastWeb



Utilize your Northwest & MCPS resources:

e Counselors are available over the summer to support students
with the college application process.

e Counselorscanassist studentsinidentifying their remaining
graduation requirements, discussing post-secondary plans, and
reviewing the Brag Sheet.

e Please email your counselor directly with any questions.



Things To Do: Fall 2025

Take or retake tests (SAT, ACT)

Finalize your list of colleges you are applying toin

“Colleges I'm Thinking About” section in Naviance

6-10 colleges including target, safety, and reach schools
Complete and submit a release of records form

Complete and submit a transcript request form for all colleges
at least 15 school days before application deadline

Sign up to attend college rep visits at Northwest on Naviance



Things To Do: Fall 2025

List your teacher recommenders in Naviance at least 3 weeks before your
deadline

If using the Common App, match your Common App and Naviance accounts
and complete FERPA waiver

Submit college applications by deadlines

Submit SAT and/or ACT test scores to colleges via College Board and ACT
websites

Complete FAFSA to apply for federal and state financial aid

Maintain strong grades in high school courses—colleges will ask for your

senior year grades!



Additional Resources
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HIGH SCHOOL ¢ HIGH SCHOOL

UNSEUNG  MEDIA CENTER

NORTHWEST

COLLEGE & CAREER

Welcome o the Northwest High School QUICK LINKS
Counseling Depariment

QUICK LINKS
Inside the College Career Information Center at Northwest High School

Staffed by Rochelle Davi
Got Questions? N 1 Information? Schedule an appointment!
Available on-site and virtually for students, parents & community from 7:15 am to 3 pm

About Us Northwest

[ 3
Administration ® 25

AP Exam Information

Home.

College Application
Resol

cf The College Career Information Center is a post-secondary planning resource resource for all high
e i o Tanseip Requests College Career 2 " yplnring 9
Exploration Programs

(incl. ASVAB)

school students.

College Career e-NEWS Bulletin:

The College Career e-NEWS Bulletin contains college career events, the virt

Bus Routes Nothwest

Buy Jags Sports Tickets College & Career Fairs &

Events.

gh school visit sched:

Meet our department! Feel free to reach out to us by email using the lin

provided on this page. If

s and information, finanial aid and scholarship oppor

rents via Naviance. Latest publication date:

nites.

Courses/Registration JOBS updates, callege application resour

need immediate assistance, please call 240.740.7080 or email our Counseling Secretary, Angelica Agosto R e

Week ending: 3 March 2023.

College & Career Testing

at Angelica M_A;
Information

Daily Announcements
(ag-TV)

Financial Aid &

Drama Program Nottwest 06, Scholarships

0On-page Quick Links:

Extracurricular Activities JAG Events: High School

Counseling Quick Links: Visit Calendar

JAG Jobs: Employment

Health Room
e Application Campaign

ding Job Corps Information, Sumrmer

Counseling Services: Department Resources During Distant Learning | General Information |
MD Department of Transportation (MDOT) Learner's Permit Form | New Student Enrollment | Opportunities with
Work Permits | Summer School Resume Somples &

Internship

Montgomery College Information | # | MCPS College Career Information Cer

Middle College Program Resources g resumes & cover letters | ¢ | Naviance | Student

jon & Resources | ¢ | Learn abou
MC Dual Enrollment Miltary Academy Nomination Informatioj
Program Info

Resources at your fingertips. ..
Counseling — College Career
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/northwesths/

College Information: The Application Process @ NW
Process for Transcript Requests | Additional College

FAQs | Montgomery College Information
urces |

Naviance
2022 College Career Summer Workshop Resources | .
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https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/northwesths/

NORTHWEST &¢ HIGH SCHOOL

Post Secondary
Planning [ D E

for College C( \‘(')"6
Career Readmess

A Counseling Department &
College Career Information Center
Publication

Publication date: 1 March 2025

ALL For ONE AND ONE FOR ALL

Scotz Smith, Principal

13501 Richter Farm Road, Germantown, MD 20874
View this gulde on the college career webslte @ https://bit.ly/4gExA9I to be able to access all

SCAN ME
—

SCAN ME

https://bit.ly/4ifEzq2

Counseling & College Career Resources:
C ing on the web @ https:/i

Ihg_c_euegg_c_imun&unnmn_c_eme[ on the web @
Open before school, during

lunch & after school with appointments available on request - virtual or in person - Located on the first floor /
adjacent to Counseling Office - Room 126 - Available by email to H

The Maryland Higher Education C

N

@ https://mh land.gov/

Did you know about the Academic Common Market as a way to save on tuition?
What is The Academic Common Market (ACM)?: The Academic Common Market (ACM)
is a tuition-savings program that operates on the premise that if public institutions (not including
| private institutions) in a students home state do not offer a degree program major
(uudugud\ute or graduate) r.hat a student intends on pursuing, then s/he may attend
= ACM out-of-state i ion offering the degree of intesest sbrough the ACM and be
<4 gﬂntcd a waiver of out-of-state tuition charges. Visit the MHEC website and select the link for
Academic Common Market.

Financial Aid Tip for Maryland pi d i Be prepared to accept Maryland state
financial aid and apply for state scholaxslnps in the fall of senior year. Learn about the Maryland
College Aid Processing System MDCAPS and Maryland state at the Higher i
Commission website.

Internet Resources:
Q Scholarships support @ Nortt Jag Scholarships “Apply Now’ Bulletin and the Jag Scholarships “Apply
lﬂiﬂ Fam’n.rt Bu/ktm available to download online

https:/ /weww.dllr state.md.us/empl /appr/
The Military: hm): [www. com or usmilitary.about.com
The Federal Government Employment: www.usajobs.gov
Federal Government Internships: www.usajobs.gov >Search ‘nternships’
Early Action vs. Early Decision: www. com/college/earlyd asp
MCPS College Carces Information @
https://www. Ismd.org lum /. /

Schol.arshlp Search Engine @ www.fastweb.com

Hi holarship Fund @ https://wwwhsf.net/scholarship (scholarst

specific to Hispanic students)

Scholarship Matching Tool: https:/ /www.scholarships.com/ (profile required to create)
Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund: www.maldef.org P Select ‘Resources’
link and click on ‘Scholarship Resources’ for the latest publication of the Scholarship Resource Guide that
contains a list of opportunities for Latino students who may have immigration related concerns)

o0 0o EEECEC

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) @ https://studentaid.gov used to
determine federal student aid eligibility.

CSS Profile @ https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org used by specific colleges and scholarship
programs to award institutional aid. Deadline to complete is determined by each specific college.
Alist of institutions requiring the CSS profile is available using the CSS Profile link.

County-wide Financial Aid Seminars @

hitps://lwww.




Naviance: https://student.naviance.com/northwest

College Board/SAT: www.sat.collegeboard.org

ACT: www.actstudent.org

Accuplacer: https://www.accuplacer.org/

ASVAB: www.asvabprogram.com
Khan Academy: https://www.khanacademy.org/



https://student.naviance.com/northwest
http://www.sat.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org
https://www.accuplacer.org/
http://www.asvabprogram.com
https://www.khanacademy.org/

NACAC College Fairs: https://www.nacacnet.org/nacac-college-fairs/

Common Application: http://www.commonapp.org

Coalition Application: http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org
Black Common Application: https://commonblackcollegeapp.com/

Montgomery College: http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/
NCAA Eligibility Center: https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/



https://www.nacacnet.org/nacac-college-fairs/
http://www.commonapp.org
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org
https://commonblackcollegeapp.com/
http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

SSL Information:

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/ssl/

NW College Career e-NEWS Bulletin
Scholarship Information

Northwest HS Financial Aid & Scholarships
Scholarships.com
Fastweb

Financial Aid - FAFSA: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
Northwest HS Jag Jobs Bulletin: https://bit.ly/3L8uMot



http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/ssl/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/schools/high-schools/k-q/northwesths/careercenter/pdf-for-enews-publication.pdf
https://bit.ly/3F85T8L
https://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://bit.ly/3L8uMot

Class of 2026

Thanks for coming!



