
 College & Career 
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There are 
many 
pathways to 
success!



Benefits of Choosing the College Pathway
1 Career 

Opportunities

● Increased earning 

potential

● Increased chance of being 

hired

● Preparation for a 

specialized career

● Networking opportunities

● Access to internships, 

apprenticeships, teaching 

assistantships, etc.

2 Personal Growth

● Access to extracurricular 

activities & organizations

● Exposure to new ideas 

and possible interests

● Flexibility to take classes 

outside your major

● Meeting people from 

diverse backgrounds

3 “Soft Skills”

● Critical thinking

● Digital fluency

● Teamwork

● Information literacy

● Communication

● Leadership

● Time management

● Resilience

● Growth mindset



Steps of the College Application Process

1

Application Process

● Letters of 

Recommendation

● Essay

● Application

● SSL/Extracurriculars

● SAT and ACT (if 

applicable)

● Resume

● Deadlines (Fall 2024)

2 Financial Aid

● Create a student and 

parent FSAID

● Complete FAFSA 

application

Completing the FAFSA opens 

up access to countless 

scholarships and grants

3
Making the Final 
Decision

Make your final decision by 

May 1st by comparing your 

financial aid award letters.  

Determine how much is being 

asked of your family and how 

much you can afford.

Remember, choosing a college is 
a business decision!

Spring of 11th grade - Fall/Winter of 
12th grade

FAFSA Opens December 2024 Spring of 12th grade



Benefits of Choosing the Career Pathway
1 Military

● On the job training

● Housing and Medical 

Benefits

● 8 branches to choose 

from

● Educational benefits

● Leadership training

● Opportunity to travel

2 Apprenticeship

● Enter the workforce 

while still in high school

● Earn a salary

● Gain marketable 

industry skills

● Receive a State Skilled 

Certificate after 

meeting state 

requirements

3 Entering the 
Workforce

● Understanding Career 

Clusters 

● Choose from various 

career fields

● Become an 

entrepreneur

● Build on skills you 

already have



Steps to Joining the Workforce

1 Job Search

● Websites (Indeed, 

Idealist, Monster, 

ZipRecruiter, etc.)

● Networking (in person 

and online)

● Job fairs

● Social media

● Temping/interning

● “Cold calling”

2 Application

● Resume

● Cover Letter

● References (around 2-4)

● Applications are usually 

online

● Websites like Indeed 

allow you to apply to 

multiple jobs in seconds

3 Interview

● In-person or virtual? Group 

or individual? Committee or 

one-on-one?

● Sometimes more than one 

interview will be required

● Do your research!

● Prepare some questions

● Remember that you are 

interviewing them too (to 

see if they are the right fit)



OK, so you’ve got a plan… 



Or maybe you don’t….. That’s okay.
You still have time to think about it.

Take time to explore your interests

Interview 

people with 

different 

types of 

careersthink about 

what makes 

you happy. 

that thing 

could be a 

career path 

for you

Watch Road 

trip nation 

videos in 

naviance

https://roadtripnation.com/
https://roadtripnation.com/
https://roadtripnation.com/


Naviance
-Single sign-on for students

-Parents can Email the RM 

College and Career Coordinator 

for access

Essay Prompts for 24-25

Common app 

Checklist for Applying to 
College

Know your Resources! 
 
MCPS Youth
Apprenticeship Program

Search for a Trade School

26 Review Factors for UMD

Occupational Outlook 
Handbook

Military of Today

Join the Military

Gap Year Planning

College and Career In The News

https://student.naviance.com/rmhs
mailto:lisa_a_miller@mcpsmd.org
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2023-2024-common-app-essay-prompts
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nICf2wN_zinW88axhax_sJ0Of-94xdm699kL6h4bTvg/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nICf2wN_zinW88axhax_sJ0Of-94xdm699kL6h4bTvg/copy
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/career-readiness/apprenticeship/opportunity.aspx
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/career-readiness/apprenticeship/students.aspx
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/career-readiness/apprenticeship/students.aspx
https://www.trade-schools.net/
https://www.admissions.umd.edu/apply/admission-review-factors-and-process
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://www.todaysmilitary.com/
https://www.usa.gov/join-military
https://www.gooverseas.com/gap-year/usa-fairs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WU7boov1AJ6_wpxvf0UE3gJJd4nMgcvWwtztAEap6uw/edit?usp=sharing


Junior Parent Evening Presentation: 

December 5, 2024

PSAT Day: 

October 16, 2024

MUST ALREADY BE REGISTERED

SAT Day:  

March 19,  2025

WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY REGISTERED

Parent Coffee Sessions:

February - May - info coming soon!

One-on-one student meetings in the spring to discuss the college application process

College Visits at RMHS

Ongoing

College Fair

April  - Ms. Miller will send out registration information

ASVAB (helps determine a person's eligibility for military service and job training, and can also help 
identify careers that may be a good fit.)

TBD -Ms. Miller will send out registration information

Future Events



Naviance



College: Finding 
the Right Fit

Consider….

● 2 year, 4 year, or online schools
● Size 
● Location
● Admissions selectivity
● Majors
● Costs
● Extracurriculars, Sports, Religious 

Affiliation, Campus Culture
● Special programs (research 

opportunities, internships, music, 
etc.)



Naviance:  A comprehensive online K-12 college & career 
readiness tool

Emails and up to 
date information 
from our College 
and Career 
Coordinator

Updates on 
college visits, 
scholarship 
deadlines, etc

Resources to help you explore 
and keep track of your future interests

Tasks 
assigned by 
the county

Emails and up to 
date information 
from our College 
and Career 
Coordinator

Updates on 
college visits, 
scholarship 
deadlines, etc

Tasks 
assigned by 
the county

Plan for your 
future using 
the select path 
feature

https://student.naviance.com/rmhs
https://student.naviance.com/rmhs


Naviance:  Self-Discovery Homepage

Multiple 
assessments to 
figure out what you 
like and what you 
are good at. 



Naviance: Researching Colleges

Use the SuperMatch 
tool to customize 
searches based on 
your preference for 
colleges

Research colleges 
and add them to 
Colleges I’m 
Thinking AboutSee what schools 

are visiting RM



Naviance:  Colleges I am Thinking About

Search 
for 
colleges

Check out 
schools that 
are visiting 
RM

See how you 
compare to psat 
applicants

Keep track of 
schools you are 
interested in by 
adding them to 
this list



Naviance Career Homepage

Use your interests 
and strengths to 
determine which 
careers align best 
for you. 

Explore your interest 
in careers or military 
options. 



Your turn! Sign in to 
Naviance and Explore

On the Counseling page of 
the RMHS website click on 

Naviance Student.

Sign-in using the SINGLE 
SIGN ON option.

Explore one of the features 
we discussed above:

● SuperMatch College 
Search

● Explore upcoming 
College Visits and 
sign up!

● Career Exploration
● Self-Discovery 

activities



Lingering questions???

Don’t hesitate to ask! Complete this 
google form.

Answers to these questions will be 
shared as a resource to navigating 
junior year and the college 
application/career pathway process. If 
you have personal questions consider 
making an appointment with your 
counselor to talk further.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfG8RnCCkAH52l84_4Ovb3fjk1twoSkfTKijbhC3yWOx7GfVw/viewform

