Good evening John Poole Middle School families,
This is Mr. Green with your weekly updates for November 20 - November 24, 2023.
CoVID testing kits were distributed to students on Friday.  It is expected that students test prior to returning to school next week following the holiday break.  While testing is not mandatory, it is also strongly encouraged for all 6th grade students since we will be going to Outdoor Ed next week.
This week is a very short week of school with the Thanksgiving holiday break.  Monday, November 20 and Tuesday, November 21 are early release half days.  All students will be dismissed at 12:10 pm.  There is NO SCHOOL on Wednesday, November 22 through Friday, November 24.   All MCPS Schools and Offices are closed.  
Monday, November 20 are our Parent - Teacher Conferences from 4:15 pm - 7:15 pm in our main gym using an arena style format.  These conferences are entirely voluntary and more information has been included in previous Sunday messages.  We will have a seating chart and several staff members available to assist you at the conferences.  
The Ambassadors would like to thank all the staff, JPMS families and community members for their generous contributions for our Thanksgiving food drive!  We were able to coordinate with WUMCO to provide full meals for up to 8 families and had more goodies to add for others!  Many thanks and well wishes for a Happy and joyous Thanksgiving!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
John Poole MS Athletics - 7th and 8th Graders:  JPMS Girls and Boys Basketball Registration opened up on Monday, Oct. 30.  Before you register you must have completed the doctor's Pre-participation physical (MCPS Form SR-8) (within two years) and also have this form ready to upload when you register.  Click here to learn more about the JPMS Basketball Season 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
JPMS Parent/Guardian/Caregiver Feedback Survey
Since we are now a quarter of the way through the 2023-2024 school year, we are encouraging our stakeholders to reflect and asking them to provide some feedback.  This month, students will complete a feedback survey in their Period 2 class and staff will be given time to complete a similar feedback survey.  We would greatly appreciate it if parents/guardians completed this feedback survey by Friday, December 8th.  If you currently have multiple children at JPMS, then please complete the survey multiple times (once per child).  All stakeholder feedback is anonymous and will be reviewed and then used to help determine how JPMS can continue to improve as a school.  We thank you in advance for your helpful feedback!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MCPS Culture of Respect Lesson Module
All students were asked to complete the Culture of Respect lesson during TAP.  This lesson is a county-mandated asynchronous module that reviews different examples of how to support a respectful environment at all MCPS schools and events. Students who complete this 30 minute lesson will receive 2 SSL hours towards their graduation requirement. If your student was unable to complete it earlier during TAP, they can still access it through myMCPS Canvas Classroom.  We will try and provide more time for students to complete the lesson after the break.   You have until December 1st to complete it and earn your SSL hours. If you have any questions, please reach out to the school for support. Earn those hours!!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Holiday Giving Project of Montgomery County
The Holiday Giving Project of Montgomery County has provided Thanksgiving meals and December holiday assistance to households for over 30 years.  If your family would like to be referred to possibly receive assistance this holiday season, please contact the Counseling Office at John Poole Middle School at 240-740-4210 or send an email to: Tammy_P_Lightcap@mcpsmd.org.  While a referral is not a guarantee of assistance, the Project helps as many families as donations allow.

Deadline to apply for Holidays: November 20, 2023 – December Holiday
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
YEARBOOK NEWS:
The 2023-2024 John Poole Yearbook is currently available for purchase at Jostens.com. Personalization is available through January 26, 2024.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please continue to check the myMCPS Classroom calendar or our JPMS school webpage for the most updated information, including upcoming events, bus routes, and other happenings occurring at school.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please mark your calendars for these important upcoming events:
Monday, November 20:  Early Release Day.   Students will be dismissed at 12:10 p.m.
Monday, November 20: Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held from 4:15 - 7:15 p.m.  
Tuesday, November 21: Early Release Day.   Students will be dismissed at 12:10 p.m.
Wednesday, November 22 - Friday, November 24:  Holiday.  NO SCHOOL.  All schools and officers are closed.
Monday, November 27 - Wednesday, November 29:  Outdoor Ed for all 6th-grade students.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Have a great night and a wonderful week!  
Mr. Green

