Odessa Shannon Middle School
11800 Monticello Ave. Silver Spring, MD 20902
Phone: (240) 740-4150 FAX: (301) 649-2430

June 9, 2024

Dear Odessa Shannon Middle School Families,

We hope this message finds you well. As we embark on another week here at Odessa Shannon, we want
to keep you informed about the latest school developments and important dates. Please review the events
that are currently occurring at Odessa Shannon Middle School.

Last day of school

This a reminder that the last day of school for the students will be Thursday, June 13, 2024. Students will
be dismissed at 12:30pm. Please make arrangements if students do not take the school bus to be picked
up by 12:30pm.

Eighth Grade End of the Year Information

On Monday, June 10, 2024 we will have our second promotion practice for 8th grade students. Please
make sure that your child arrives at school on time, practice begins promptly at 8:30am. Students should
report to homeroom no later than 8:15am. Students will receive their promotion tickets at the end of the
practice. All obligations must be cleared by the end of the day for students to receive their tickets.
Students must participate in promotion practice to attend the promotion ceremony.

If you have any questions please reach out to Ms. Kelly or Ms. Killebrew, our 8th grade team leads.
Please read the End of Year. ENG document with detailed information about promotion (how tickets will
be distributed, etc.) and end of year activities for students. Please note that in order for the students to
participate in the end of year activities all financial obligations must be paid and behavioral expectations

must be met.

Eighth Grade Promotion, Tuesday, June 11, 2024

The 8th promotion will take place at Kennedy High School on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Students should
report directly to Kennedy High School no later than 8:30am. Students may arrive as early as 8:00 am.
The ceremony will begin promptly at 9:00am, students who arrive late may miss the opportunity to enter
the auditorium with their class. You are encouraged to park in the Kennedy parking garage. Family
members must have their tickets to enter the auditorium.

Student Obligations
Students must clear obligations by the end of the school year (chromebooks/locks for lockers, etc.). We will
provide detailed information in the following with students and families regarding obligations.

Summer School Registration

Odessa Shannon MS students who will be in grades 6-8 are invited to participate in summer programs at
Odessa Shannon MS. Students will enhance their English Language Arts and Mathematics skills and make
real-world connections through hands-on experiences in Science and Social Studies electives. Transportation,
breakfast, and lunch are provided. Registration will open on ParentVue starting April 16, 2024. If you are


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-AKF3nJ8iTh5m4vOQcRGuCqZpRECDNFW&usp=chrome_ntp

interested in your child attending summer school please complete the interest form alternate Google Form
here. Please make sure you are registered for ParentVue to enroll your child. Below are helpful links to assist
you.

ELO flier

Tutorial for Registration. ENG

Step by Step to register on ParentVue.ENG
How to create a ParentVue account. ENG

In partnership,

Dr. Natasha Boomas
Dr. Natasha Booms
Principal

Odessa Shannon Middle School’s Website:
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/shannonms

Important Information for Parents/Guardians June 9, 2024

MCPS Things to Know Here are Things to Know for Thursday, June 6. In this issue, meet the MCPS graduate
who successfully completed three programs, learn more about high school programs for
incoming students, deadlines for summer school registration and payments, this
summer's back-to-school fair, how you can support students during the GIVE Backpack
campaign and more.

Read message

Are you interested in learning more about high school program options for your
MCPS High School soon-to-be high school student? Do you have questions about where and how to access
Program Webinar these programs? Join us on Wednesday June 12th at 6pm for a MCPS High School
Program Webinar. Hear from program supervisors of AP/IB, Career and Technical
Education (CTE), Dual Enrollment, Career Advising, Work Based Learning, and
Regional/Countywide Programs about the local, regional and countywide high school
programs available to students. Your student has a wide variety of high school program
options. Being informed as early as possible is the best first step to paving their high
school path. Register using the link below. A link to the webinar will be shared prior to
the event.



https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLScjboXf9ihj-vdXHN5ax0djJheZzEz498EiUlzlzeHszcSyNw%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7CCarolina_E_Pinkney%40mcpsmd.org%7C4ce7aaae2b6c4e579bf408dc5e0814dc%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638488635999835596%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L0jTSH4wOZnH11hYvKWmn%2BA9xvb%2FV0JW9GGIBQAG%2Fp0%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1F3kDs42FLbGWrPqeLgzGVqlk9MwcCsY4&usp=chrome_ntp
https://youtu.be/THnFj8fy8qY
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-qVs0C2DjTTKwiurPRj6eYVjUdbB5c_bdQ7-VvzrAa4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lguFrbIAqWxcDNAmIYJQyaYzWHBK_aZ6Cs0oQ4-cB5o/edit
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/shannonms
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fdepartments%2Fpublicinfo%2Fcommunity%2Fschool-year-2023-2024%2FCommunity-Update-20240606.html&data=05%7C02%7Ccarolina_e_pinkney%40mcpsmd.org%7C3a99a438d40b431faea608dc86786187%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638533098830153916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8KhSik2geX3aIJnBeFapkk3naVf0SK74FLRl5fNlQQU%3D&reserved=0

Odessa Shannon Middle School
11800 Monticello Ave. Silver Spring, MD 20902
Phone: (240) 740-4150 FAX: (301) 649-2430

Registration link:
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/webinar/register/ WN_141u-CiUSS-yPnEINdc21A#/registration

Questions? Email Andrea Buckley at Andrea S Baick@mcpsmd.org

Northwood HS Counselors | Please click here (English or Spanish) to see information regarding Northwood

at Kemp Mill DCC Location | counseling during summer 2024. Please note this important update includes information
for the Summer about our counseling satellite office at the DCC office during our move to

Northwood@Woodward.

If you have any questions or need any assistance, please contact your counselor. The
counselor assignments for 2024-25 are included in the information above.

Bus Safety Reminder of Bus Safety

This is a reminder that it is the job of our staff, students, bus operators, and families to
ensure students safe travel to and from school. Parents and guardians can help further the
safety of all students by making sure their children know the bus rules and etiquette that
help ensure safe, orderly, and pleasant bus trips. Please review the bus safety guidelines
with your child below:

Community Bus Letter. ENG

Student Service Learning What are SSL Hours? Why are SSL Hours important? How do you check how many
(SSL) Hours SSL hours you have? Do you need SSL Hours? Please read the SSL presentation below
for more information and Student Service Learning Opportunities. SSL Presentation

Remind Messages We are excited to share that MCPS is transitioning to the use of Remind to engage
with its school communities! If you're not already familiar with Remind, it's a
communication tool that makes it easy to stay involved with your child's learning.
Remind is free to use, and you'll be able to receive and send translated messages on
any device - even a simple text message from your mobile phone!

nd Information/Si :

Standing Items of Interest



https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_l4lu-CiUSS-yPnElNdc2IA#/registration
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1Xo8IE09W7goPVLGKj4Roy_y0MZHbBngJh_wPAzvNWQ8%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CNatasha_H_Booms%40mcpsmd.org%7Cc9f8ca078edc4f088b2108dc860c714e%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638532635206603271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r8m4zo734u0%2F9MPQTIENrUX1bCRAUNK20KPzE%2B11Myg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1EnZ0Gn0nyh738L1xbEYDAXmRV16yDBhGz9xIas0-JxY%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CNatasha_H_Booms%40mcpsmd.org%7Cc9f8ca078edc4f088b2108dc860c714e%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638532635206612976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QlIZn4PTGBuhejs%2Fk99PCvUYmz68%2B7Zyom1ntnXYOfI%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1vQ5r6h3S5ZUQjxt_ZBVgrtETcnd-YtFl&usp=chrome_ntp
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13K0aDLR3Wu6uGNHbqb0BWq7OeBHIk8WU&usp=chrome_ntp
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1M2h6Y8L8Vw_Mq44zovh5222EEOeNJNcx&usp=chrome_ntp

Chromebooks

Odessa Shannon will have Chromebook Carts with class sets of Chromebook available
for student use in the classroom. For students who need a device to use at home,
students, parents, and MCPS staff can fill out the Student Home Use Chromebook
Request form on behalf of the student. The student’s information will be verified for
take-home device eligibility, and then a Chromebook will be sent to the school to be
checked out to the student. Students will not be required to transport home-use
Chromebooks to and from school.

Cell Phone/Electronics
Policy

OSMS follows the county's expectations for cell phone non-use during the school day.
Students are allowed to have cell phones at OSMS; however, it is highly encouraged they
stay at home. If a student brings a cell phone/electronics of any kind to school to school,
they must be turned off and out of sight during the instructional day, this includes lunch
time and in the halls. We suggest and highly encourage students to keep
phones/electronics at home or in their own locker during the school day. Please note
that the school is NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LOST OR STOLEN ELECTRONIC
EQUIPMENT and a parent may have to pick up phones/electronics if they become an
instructional distraction for the student.

Bell Times and School
Attendance

Bell Schedule

Regular school attendance is required. Students are expected to report to school on time
and be prepared each day. The school day is from 8:10am-3:00pm. If students are not
able to attend classes, please email Ms. Johana Martinez, attendance secretary, at

Johana S MartinezMartinez@mcpsmd.org. Students should bring in a note upon their
return to school regarding their absence to adjust their attendance correctly. A written
explanation of each absence is required from the parent/guardian within three days of
the student’s return to school. You will receive an automated call whenever your student
is out for one period or the whole day. Please check with your student before calling
the school because the main office cannot verify if they were in class at that specific time
frame.

Students are not supervised in the building until 7:50 a.m., therefore students should not
be dropped off before this time as it is a safety concern. Students will remain outside
until 7:50 a.m. We will have a new student drop off area that is marked, please drop off
students in the designated area only.

Finally, to ensure that students receive the maximum instructional time, students will
not be called out of class for messages and parents should avoid conflicts that
interfere with class attendance as much as possible.

ParentVUE Activation

Please take the time to register for ParentVUE. This school year, Synergy and
ParentVUE will be the primary home-to-school communication vehicles for schools to
share information regarding grades, attendance, scheduling, log into myMCPS
Classroom, and more.

How to activate my ParentVUE account
Como activar mi cuenta ParentVUE



https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdDNdqO31soXKLffjcEzgVQ9C2Z2koPm6ifKm7-K77e44ZhAg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C01%7CCarolina_E_Pinkney%40mcpsmd.org%7Cf10c894583e24463211c08db9b7b7e04%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638274726929148885%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H90xMK8fkbFsur0tQbQ4ie5W3snaBMOFBInJ%2FPOLNLk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdDNdqO31soXKLffjcEzgVQ9C2Z2koPm6ifKm7-K77e44ZhAg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C01%7CCarolina_E_Pinkney%40mcpsmd.org%7Cf10c894583e24463211c08db9b7b7e04%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638274726929148885%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H90xMK8fkbFsur0tQbQ4ie5W3snaBMOFBInJ%2FPOLNLk%3D&reserved=0
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/schools/middle-schools/s-w/shannonms/uploadedfiles/osms-bell-schedules-2023-24.pdf
mailto:Johana_S_MartinezMartinez@mcpsmd.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TZZyu-38zgR375ffgg6VEpL9pAC1k0AH9-L4kWUVZjw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TZZyu-38zgR375ffgg6VEpL9pAC1k0AH9-L4kWUVZjw/edit

Odessa Shannon Middle School
11800 Monticello Ave. Silver Spring, MD 20902
Phone: (240) 740-4150 FAX: (301) 649-2430

myMCPS Classroom/Canvas

The myMCPS-Canvas platform will continue to be used for teaching and learning during
the school year. Students will access their assignments, receive messages, and use this
platform to turn in work as appropriate.

*Parents/Guardians can access myMCPS Classroom via ParentVUE

Lockers

All students will be assigned a locker during the first week of school. Please note that
backpacks and other bags need to fit within the locker space because students will not be
allowed to carry bags to class. In many cases a luggage style bag with wheels and a pull
handle will not fit, so please save your receipts in case a newly purchased bag needs to
be returned.

Conflict Resolution
Program at School

The Conflict Resolution Center of Montgomery County (CRCMC), is excited to offer a
school based conflict resolution program this year. Staff and volunteers from the Conflict
Resolution Center of Montgomery County will conduct this exciting program here at
Odessa Shannon MS one day a week.

The purpose of this school-based conflict resolution program is to provide the students
and staff of Odessa Shannon MS the opportunity to address and resolve student disputes
with an “on-site” conflict resolution professional.

The program will empower students to use the on-site Conflict Resolution Office to
address and resolve disputes in constructive ways supporting a positive and safe learning
environment. Additionally, students will practice restorative discipline principles that
focus on: strengthening relationships, collaborative problem-solving, and student
accountability.

This on-site school-based Conflict Resolution Program will be housed in the counseling
office. The office will be staffed by AmeriCorps and Volunteers with the Conflict
Resolution Center of Montgomery County who will serve as a neutral person to accept
concerns on behalf of students, teachers, and staff regarding student concerns. The
position will be staffed by personnel from the Conflict Resolution Center of
Montgomery County and will provide individual conferencing, community conferencing,
and mediation. Please review, sign the letter below and return it to school if you do not
wish for your child to participate in the program.

Conflict Resolution Opt Out letter

Carta para no participar en el programa de conflicto y resolucion

Sunday Message to the
Community

During the school year we will send messages on Sunday evenings through ConnectEd
about the upcoming events at OSMS and throughout the county. Please make sure your
information is up to date in ParentVue so you receive the emails.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EDU-tEXngHL0Ow9FLbmRV8XdFkLVYnkC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrU8IIwMcSxl3L3RR6dGRyJE-EMVOoFD/view?usp=drive_link

